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ABSTRACT

This dissertation situates anarchist propaganda and Progressive America in a global
scale to reassess the historical significance of anarchism in the early twentieth century.
Delving into the multiform propaganda of Emma Goldman’s anarchist monthly Mother
Earth, it captures an important transfiguration of anarchist communism from a
labor-based socioeconomic movement to an inclusive radical culture. The magazine, |
argue, forged a new intellectual force and contributed to a wide reception of anarchism
without committing to the stateless anarchy. I introduce the concept of space, the “Mother
Earth counterfamily,” the “propaganda quartet,” the transnational network, and the
non-anarchist public to grasp the magazine’s versatile operation and its lasting intellectual
effect. While Goldman remains the primary actor in this dissertation, this dissertation
draws a clear picture of the cooperation, as well as tension, within members of Mother
Earth’s inner circle. I also incorporate multiple perspectives that illustrate the
cacophonous views from the anarchist ranks, as well as from various non-anarchist
audiences and presses. My five chapters respectively delve into the headquarters’ culture,
nationwide propaganda efforts, transnational networks, sex radicalism, and the interplay of
free-speech and anti-militarist campaigns in Mother Earth’s anarchist project. These
underexplored themes reveal the mechanism that the inner circle used to win intellectual
audiences and facilitate a social revolution. I map out the local, national, and international
activities of Mother Earth’s manifold propaganda to reveal a growing anarchist sphere,

which extended to Europe, Latin America, Japan, China, Africa, and Australia.
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This dissertation demonstrates that the greatest contribution of Mother Earth was its
success in appealing to anti-authoritarian impulses among white middle-class intellectuals,
rather than in mobilizing a politically-charged anarchist movement. The scope of Mother
Earth’s propaganda transcended anarchist circles, the ranks of labor, and the Western
Hemisphere. Its members’ words and deeds helped create a pervasive radical culture,
which also expanded the interactions of America and the world. As a formidable minority
among the American left, these anarchists encouraged a highly diverse audience to
develop the power to think and the desire to rebel. Their anarchist messages proved to be

far-reaching among leftists beyond both Progressive America and their era.
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INTRODUCTION

This dissertation is a study of why, where, and how anarchism mattered in
Progressive America and the world beyond. The anarchist monthly Mother Earth
(1906-1917), the focus of this dissertation, epitomized the innovation, strengths and limits
of anarchist propaganda in reaching white middle-class Americans during the prewar
decade.! Emma Goldman, the publisher, hoped that Mother Earth would create a broad
base of support for anarchy in a way that was distinct from earlier anarchist publications.
Alexander Berkman, the primary editor of Mother Earth, advocated proletarian solidarity
across ethnic and national boundaries. Ben Reitman, the business manager of Mother
Earth, popularized its cultural productions in a commercial manner. Together, they made
Mother Earth into the nexus of an ever-widening anarchist culture, which had a
far-reaching and lasting intellectual influence in American society.

In early twentieth-century America, many people were hostile to anarchism as a
political movement and to anarchists. Through Mother Earth, Goldman tried to vindicate
anarchism and expand public support for it. Thanks to the explosive Haymarket affair and
its sensational trial in 1886-7, anarchism became synonymous with violence, danger, and

bombs.” The assassination of President William McKinley in 1901 by a self-proclaimed

' The core members who were involved in publishing Mother Earth and promoting assorted
anti-authoritarian campaigns had actively, also positively used the term “propaganda” to denote their
explicit intention to propagate anarchism through various genres, forms, and activism.

? The Haymarket affair of 1886 was the aftermath of an unknown bomb explosion in a labor demonstration
protesting police brutality at the Chicago Haymarket. The explosion killed a dozen people and injured
scores of others, The incident resulted in the arrest, trial, and execution of innocent anarchists. The
Haymarket affair and its aftermath became a defining moment for Emma, Berkman, and American
anarchist movement. For the comprehensive history of the Haymarket affair, see Paul Avrich, The
Haymarket Tragedy (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1984); James Green, Death in the
Haymarket: a Story of Chicago, the First Labor Movement, and the Bombing that Divided Gilded Age
America (New York: Pantheon Books, 2006).



anarchist helped further conflate anarchism with terrorism in the public’s mind.> The 1902
New York Criminal Anarchy Act and the 1903 Federal Immigration Act reified the official
suppression of anarchism and its alleged acts of terrorism.* As an innocent suspect in
several anarchist-involved cases of violence, Goldman worked to publicly spread
anarchism in a legal, peaceful, and orderly manner. In March 1906, after keeping a low
profile and using an alias for years, she launched the English-language Mother Earth with
two aims: to “voice untrammeled and unafraid every unpopular cause;” and to “establish
a unity between revolutionary thought and artistic expression.” The magazine
represented Goldman’s effort to develop a more positive image for anarchism while
increasing her appeal to the cultural avant-garde. Though unable to realize fully these
twofold aims, Mother Earth proved to be “the leading anarchist journal in the United
States and one of the best produced anywhere in the world” as historian Paul Avrich

commented.®

’ Richard Drinnon, Rebel in Paradise: A Biography of Emma Goldman (Boston: Beacon Press, 1970),
68-77.

* The 1902 New York Criminal Anarchy Act and the 1903 Federal anti-anarchist Immigration Act, which
banned admission to foreign anarchists, typified the U.S. government’s hostility towards anarchists. For the
contents of the two laws, see William H. Silvernail ed., The Penal Code and Code of Criminal Procedure
of the State of New York (Albany, NY: W. O. Little& Co. Law Publishers, 1906), 208-208b; “CHAP.
1012.-An Act To regulate the immigration of aliens into the United States,” in The Statutes at Large of the
United States of America, edited, printed, and published under the Authority of an Act of Congress, and
under the direction of the Secretary of State (Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1903), V. 32,
Part 1, 1213-1222. Additionally, the previous 1873 Comstock Act was amended in May 1908 to include
any materials “tending to incite arson, murder, or assassination” under the category of “indecent material”
and excluded from the mails. This amendment was aimed at censoring the anarchist publications. Candace
Falk et al., Emma Goldman: a Documentary History of the American Years, Vol. II: Making Speech Free,
1902-1909 (Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press, 2005), 493.

° Emma Goldman, “Mother Earth Tenth Anniversary,” Mother Earth 10:1 (Mar. 1915): 403. Mother Earth
was modeled after French anarchist journal L'Humanité Nouvelle (1897-1903), which was founded and
edited by Augustin Hamon, who fused social thoughts with literature in the journal. According to Candace
Falk, Goldman had submitted articles to this journal, but none were published. See Candace Falk et al.,
Emma Goldman: a Documentary History of the American Years, Vol. I: Made for America, 1890-1901
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2003), 566.

% Paul Avrich, Anarchist Portraits (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1988), 203. For Goldman’s
evaluation of her magazine’s achievement of its twofold aims, see Goldman, “Mother Earth Tenth
Anniversary.”



In June 1917, the U.S. government arrested, tried and soon imprisoned Goldman and
Berkman for conspiring against the draft law created after America entered World War L.
Mother Earth’s publication came to a halt in September 1917 after the Post Office
declared it nonmailable.” During her imprisonment, Goldman published and nominally
edited the short-lived Mother Earth Bulletin (1917-1918). As the “wee Babe of Mother
Earth,” the Mother Earth Bulletin was Goldman’s feeble attempt to strike against the
government that suppressed antiwar speech.® But Mother Earth, which she published for
12 years, made a powerful impression on the minds of many thinking people.

Situating Mother Earth in a multi-spatial context, this dissertation charts the creation
of its propaganda strategy and networks on a global scale to reveal its cultural legacy in the
history of American radicalism. The magazine was headquartered in New York and
produced in Goldman’s living quarters. She (and at times Berkman) toured from coast to
coast annually to promote the magazine and spread anarchism. In 1907, Berkman
established the Mother Earth Publishing Association (MEPA). Its publications had an
international circulation. Both Jewish immigrants from Russia, Goldman and Berkman
managed to excel at English for reaching native speakers in America. They built up
worldwide networks that involved Mother Earth in various libertarian campaigns and
revolutionary activism. The themes promoted by Mother Earth—modern school
education, modern drama, birth control, free speech, sexual liberation, syndicalism,
women’s emancipation, free love, prison reform, anti-militarism, anti-war, among
others—were an unusual range of agendas for an American anarchist publication. These

agendas partially overlapped with those of other radical and liberal groups. As a result, its

” Donald Johnson, “Wilson, Burleson, and Censorship in the First World War,” The Journal of Southern
History 28:1 (Feb. 1962): 46-58.
¥ E. G., “Dedication,” Mother Earth Bulletin 1:1 (Oct. 1917): 1.
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members collaborated or competed with socialists, labor unionists, feminists, bohemian
rebels, muckrakers, freethinkers, single taxers, birth control advocates, and
anti-militarists. In sum, Mother Earth’s repertoire encompassed a spectrum of radical

1deas for social transformation.
Core Members

Historians identify Mother Earth as the centerpiece of Goldman’s anarchist
propaganda strategy. Yet, they often omit her comrades’ contributions to its production
from their studies.” In fact, Goldman and a group of anarchist rebels, whose concerns and
agendas were no less diverse than their shared causes, created Mother Earth as a collective
product. Berkman, for example, was at odds with Goldman in terms of his preferred
tactics and targets for anarchist propaganda.'® Voltairine de Cleyre particularly
challenged the way Goldman toured to propagate anarchism. Some of the contributors’

views on women'’s roles and sexuality also varied from Goldman’s.

® One important exception is Candace Falk, whose biography of Goldman made full use of her
correspondence with her lover and Mother Earth’s business manager Ben Reitman to conjure up an
intriguing, intertwining world of Goldman’s private life and public career. See Candace Falk, Love,
Anarchy, and Emma Goldman (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1984). For other examples of
biographies and thematic studies of Goldman, see Drinnon, Rebel in Paradise; Alix Kates Shulman, To the
Barricades: The Anarchist Life of Emma Goldman (New York: Crowell, 1971); Alice Wexler, Emma
Goldman: An Intimate Life (New Y ork: Pantheon Books, 1984); Martha Solomon, Emma Goldman (Boston:
Twayne Publishers, 1987); Alice Wexler, Emma Goldman in Exile: From the Russian Revolution to the
Spanish Civil War (Boston: Beacon Press, 1989); John Chalberg, Emma Goldman: American Individualist
(New York: Harper Collins, 1991); Marian J. Morton, Emma Goldman and the American Left: "Nowhere at
Home" (New York: Twayne Publishers, 1992); Bonnie D. Haaland, Emma Goldman: Sexuality and the
Impurity of the State (New York: Black Rose Books, 1993); Kathlyn Gay and Martin Gay, The Importance
of Emma Goldman (San Diego: Lucent Books, 1997); Penny A. Weiss and Loretta Kensinger eds.,
Feminist Interpretations of Emma Goldman (University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2007);
C. Brid Nicholson, Emma Goldman: Still Dangerous (New York: Black Rose Books, 2010); Kathy
Ferguson, Emma Goldman: Political Thinking in the Streets (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield
Publishers, 2011); Vivian Gornick, Emma Goldman: Revolution as a Way of Life (New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press, 2011); Paul Avirch and Karen Avrich, Sasha and Emma: The Anarchist Odyssey of
Alexander Berkman and Emma Goldman (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2012).

1% For some historical studies of Berkman’s life and anarchist activities, see Rebecca Jeanne Wesely, “The
Triumph of the System: Alexander Berkman, Anarchism, and America” (PhD diss., Saint Louis University,
1981); Linnea Goodwin Burwood, “Alexander Berkman: Russian-American Anarchist” (PhD diss.,
Binghamton University, State University of New York, 2000).

4



Despite these divisions, I will exploit the concept and activities of the “Mother Earth
family,” dubbed by Goldman, to showcase how she combined her communal vision and
anarchist propaganda. Mother Earth’s title, though not the first name chosen,
symbolized Goldman’s glorification of humanity and the natural world over the mandates
of heaven and manmade governments.'' The title also disclosed her motherly personality
and matriarchal position.'? Three front cover images of Mother Earth indicated
Goldman’s self-projection of her claim to and protection of her magazine. (Images 1 to 3)
Both in public and in private, Goldman affectionately called Mother Earth her “baby” or
“child.”” Inventively, she fostered a “family” for those who associated with her “baby”
and nurtured it. Although anarchists generally repudiated the manmade system of family
and marriage, they did embrace voluntary fellowship and communities. The “Mother
Earth family” featured two different phenomena after the magazine’s inception.'* One was

material, referring to the headquarters and the members living and working there. The other

""" In her autobiography, Goldman accounted that the first chosen name of her journal, The Open Road, was
already adopted by another journal and therefore she came up with another title, Mother Earth. Emma
Goldman, Living My Life, Vol. I (New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1970), 377-378.

12 Many scholars have analyzed the metaphors and implications of the title “Mother Earth” elaborated by
Goldman. Christine Stansell, for example, states that “The title she [Goldman] chose, Mother Earth, spoke to
both an embracing revolution of the soul and her monumental fantasies of herself.” Christine Stansell,
American Moderns: Bohemian New York and the Creation of a New Century (New York: Henry Holt and
Company, 2000), 124. Candace Falk wrote: “Conjuring images of nurturance, protection, and the potential
for unconditional love, the all-inclusive title [of Mother Earth] embraces the idea that social and
environmental harmony was a natural condition whose attainment was possible.” Emma Goldman: a
Documentary History of the American Years, Vol. II, 41. Also see Stacy Alaimo, “Emma Goldman’s Mother
Earth and the Nature of the Left,” in Undomesticated Ground: Recasting Nature as Feminist Space (Ithaca:
Cornell University Press, 2000), 87-107; John C. Chalberg, Emma Goldman: American Individualist, 90-91;
Drinnon, Rebel in Paradise, 95.

B For examples, see “Mother Earth,” Mother Earth 3:1 (Mar. 1908): 1-2; Emma Goldman, “Our Seventh
Birthday,” Mother Earth 7:1 (Mar. 1912): 2-4. Emma Goldman, “Mother Earth Tenth Anniversary,”
Mother Earth 10:1 (Mar. 1915): 402-404. Also see Goldman, Living My Life, Vol. I, 377.

'* The term “Mother Earth family” appeared quite often in the texts of Mother Earth. For examples, see
“Mother Earth,” Mother Earth 3: 1 (Mar. 1908): 1-2. Emma Goldman, “Our Seventh Birthday,” Mother
Earth 7:1 (Mar. 1912): 2-4; “Advertisement: Semi-Annual Reunion of the Mother Earth Family,” Mother
Earth 2:7 (Sept. 1907); “Advertisement: The Annual Reunion of the ‘Mother Earth’ Family,” Mother Earth
4:1 (Mar. 1909); Emma Goldman, “To Our Friends,” Mother Earth 8:3 (May 1913): 65-66; Emma
Goldman, “To Our Comrades and Friends,” Mother Earth 9:8 (Oct. 1914): 241-242.
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was rhetorical, comprising the publisher, editors, staffs, contributors, subscribers, readers,
and supporters of Mother Earth all over the world.

Image 1 (left): Front Cover of Mother Earth 1:1~1:6 (Aug. 1906); Image 2 (middle): Front Cover of
Mother Earth 1:7 (Sept. 1906)~2:5 (July 1907); Image 3 (right): Front Cover of Mother Earth

10:1 (Mar. 1913)
MOTHER EARTH

Vol. X. March, 1915 No. 1

——
-mmnm Y o
ornee 2o E.13th.St NY.City.

— | MaD SOUVENIR NUMB.EH
Over the years Goldman conjured up a vision of the “Mother Earth family,”

|
| PRIC
= | BT Sintion 10c PER .Copr.

consisting of the Mother (her), the Daughter (the magazine), and the Anarchist Spirit
(shared by the members). Her intention was to supplant the paternal Holy Trinity of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in Christianity with a maternal, earthly alternative
that defied everything inhuman. Goldman purposely described the status of her “baby” as
“illegitimate;” namely, it lacked both the recognition of the society (since it was
propagating an unpopular cause) and a father. But Goldman was proud of her “baby;”
after nine years of publication, “She [Mother Earth] has not denied her illegitimacy, nor
has she submitted to group control. She has not relaxed her defiance, yet she is able to
begin her tenth year with deeper faith and greater determination that she had at her

birth.”"> Goldman and Berkman stressed that it was the anarchist spirit of “true

"> Emma Goldman, “Mother Earth Tenth Anniversary.”
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love”—for human liberty, fraternity, and solidarity—that give birth to and sustained
Mother Earth.'®

Alexander Berkman complimented, if not challenged, Goldman’s primal status as
the matriarch with his paternalistic editorship. They each took great pains, risked their
freedom and even lives, to make sure that Mother Earth voiced “the various expressions
of the Anarchist spirit” as Berkman wrote.'” Their dual leadership also set Mother Earth
and its activities into motion. Their equivalent contributions and bifurcated approaches to
their propaganda strategy made the duality of their leadership obvious. Goldman’s
intellectual communication with the middle class contrasted with Berkman’s
fundamentalist conviction to fight exclusively for the working class. His emphasis on
grassroots organizing was also at variance with Goldman’s rhetorical persuasion via
lectures.

This dissertation identifies Goldman, Berkman and several other key actors, who in
different ways made important contributions to Mother Earth, as its “inner circle” or
“core members.” Kathy Ferguson’s book Emma Goldman: Political Thinking in the Streets
(2011) provides a roll call and succinct portrayal for the inner circle:

The Mother Earth family, as Goldman called it, included Goldman herself

(nicknamed The Red Queen), Max Baginski (German journalist and the first editor),

Alexander Berkman (the second editor, nicknamed The Pope), and others who

published the journal for over a decade. The inner circle of Mother Earth also

included colorful Czech anarchist Hippolyte Havel (often described as charming
when sober); soulful American freethinker Leonard Abbott (nicknamed Sister

Abbott); well-known art critic Sadakichi Hartmann; printer and trade unionist Harry
Kelly, and Goldman’s flamboyant manager and lover, Dr. Ben Reitman.'®

' Emma Goldman and Alexander Berkman, “Mother Earth,” Mother Earth 3:1 (Mar. 1908): 1-2.
7" Alexander Berkman, “Anniversary Musings,” Mother Earth 10:1 (Mar. 1915): 404-407.
'8 Ferguson, Emma Goldman, 73-74.



Ferguson’s list should also include the feminist anarchist Voltairine de Cleyre and the
novelist John Russell Coryell in light of their discursive contribution and occasional
editorial assistance to Mother Earth."

The family had a cosmopolitan outlook thanks to the multinational origins of the
inner circle. They came from Russia, Germany (Hartmann), Britain (Abbott),
Czechoslovakia, Japan (Hartmann), and America (Harry, Reitman, de Cleyre, and
Coryell). Goldman’s depiction of Mother Earth as “a universal baby” highlighted the
international nature of its conception and growth.?® These core members’ connections
and joint efforts made Mother Earth an epicenter of the transnational anarchist network.

Ben Reitman’s affiliation to the Mother Earth family in 1908 sharpened the subtle
tension of Goldman and Berkman’s dual leadership.”' The strong chemistry between
Goldman and Reitman led to their decade-long tumultuous romance and an effective
partnership for creating anarchist propaganda. Serving as Goldman’s tour manager,
Reitman succeeded in his role as Mother Earth’s business manager. Yet his boastful
personality made him an unwelcome outsider within the inner circle. Reitman kept
working with other core members although many of them did not like him. With the help
of Reitman’s marketing skill, Goldman’s annual tours sustained the magazine while
covering the expense of publishing its literature. In collaboration with the inner circle,

over 370 national and international contributors collectively built the textual world of

" De Cleyre and Coryell not only frequently contributed to Mother Earth, but also helped maintain some
of its editorial work whenever it was in need. Emma Goldman, “To My Readers,” Mother Earth 1:10 (Dec.
1906): 7-9; Alice Wexler, Emma Goldman: An Intimate Life, 123, 128-130.

20 «“Mother Earth,” Mother Earth 3:1 (Mar. 1908): 1-2.

21 Several scholars have presented intriguing stories about the Goldman-Berkman-Reitman triangular
relationships. See especially Falk, Love, Anarchy, and Emma Goldman. Also see Drinnon, Rebel in
Paradise; Alice Wexler, Emma Goldman: An Intimate Life; Paul Avirch and Karen Avrich, Sasha and
Emma. While these works detailed the interactions of their love, desire, and activities, their focuses were
not on the working of Mother Earth.



Mother Earth as a transnational product in Progressive America.”> The rest of the
members related to the magazine as subscribers, donators, organizers, correspondents,

local agents, and endorsers of its campaigns.
Contexts and Texts

Mother Earth’s core members witnessed the “global turn” of the anarchist movement,
while also contributing to it. In both these capacities, they exerted significant intellectual
influence in the early twentieth century. Mother Earth was a major vehicle for anarchism
when the parameters of anarchist activities expanded beyond transatlantic networks. By
1900, anarchism spearheaded the international dissemination of radicalism, championing
the causes of social revolution and sexual liberation to a global audience.”> According to
Benedict Anderson, anarchism was even more appealing than Marxism to radical
intellectuals across the globe before 1917. Anarchists not only stole press headlines with
their assassinations, but also the hearts of many thinking people with their idea(l)s.** As an

anti-authoritarian philosophy, anarchism greatly inspired young intellectuals in

> Many of the frequent contributors were closely associated with the core members. These important
figures included: prominent anarchist leader Peter Kropotkin; Italian anarchist Errico Malatesta;
German-born “uncompromising Anarchist” C. L. James; Goldman’s lawyer friends Theodore Schroeder
and Bolton Hall; Russian socialist writer Maxim Gorky, English-born anarchist William C. Owen; noted
British trade unionist Tom Mann; Portland-based attorney and poet Charles Erskine Scott Wood;
Denver-based teacher Gertrude Nafe; Reverend Eliot White; American anarchist and editor W. S. Van
Valkenburgh; Ukraine/Russian-born physician and medical journalist Victor Robinson; Jewish American
author Anna Strunsky; journalist Grace Potter; journalist and writer Hutchins Hapgood; revolutionary
illustrator and artist Robert Minor, who had painted the cover for Mother Earth. While it could go on and
on, the list assembled here offers a glimpse of transnational and cross-ideological ties from which Mother
Earth developed.

* Jason Adams, Non-Western Anarchisms: Rethinking the Global Context (Johannesburg: Zabalaza
Books), accessed June. 16, 2016,
http://zabalazabooks.files.wordpress.com/2011/08/non_western_anarchisms_rethinking the global contex
t adams.pdf.

** Benedict Anderson pinpointed out anarchism’s three “carly advantages” in attracting radicals beyond
national boundaries at the turn of the century: its utopian élan, its positive attitude toward peasants and
agricultural laborers, and its more serious internationalism than its competitor, namely Marxists. These
qualities interested East Asian radicals when they came across various schools of socialism. Benedict
Anderson, “Preface,” in Anarchism and Syndicalism in the Colonial and Postcolonial World, 1870-1940,
ed. Steven Hirsch & Lucien van der Walt (Leiden: BRILL, 2010), xiii-Xxix.
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non-Western countries such as China and Japan.”> Goldman successfully established a
transpacific network to spread Mother Earth and its anarchist messages.”® Its core
members reached out to revolutionaries and radicals around the world, helping to build
revolutionary momentum for anarchism. Their international news coverage and rescue
campaigns attested to their transnational solidarity with rebels worldwide.

Notably, Mother Earth emerged at a time when America was growing into a new
global power, and in the process the U.S. government became the core members’ primary
adversary. The huge influx of international immigrants and business capital before WWI,
along with frequent transatlantic exchanges of knowledge and technology, built up
America’s industrial, capitalist, and cultural power in the fin de si¢cle. The growth of U.S.
armaments and its corporate investments overseas extended its worldwide
political-economic importance. Additionally, the U.S. government encouraged foreign
exchange student programs in the hope that the students would promote American values
after returning to their home countries.”” America soon became the main channel through

which non-Westerners acquired Western knowledge and ideologies.”® The growing

> Arif Dirlik, Anarchism in the Chinese Revolution (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1991);
John Crump, The Origins of Socialist Thought in Japan (London: Croom Helm, 1983).

%% Denjird (Shiisui) Kotoku, the founder of socialism and anarchism in Japan and the Japanese anarchist
feminist It Noe (1895-1923) represented Mother Earth’s Japanese liaisons. Chinese anarchists like Liu
Shifu and some essays in his The Voice of the People indicated its connections with Goldman and Mother
Earth. For more discussions of Mother Earth member’s transpacific networks, see Chapter 3.

*" Paula Harrell, Sowing the Seeds of Change: Chinese Students, Japanese Teachers, 1895-1905 (Stanford:
Stanford University Press, 1992), 164-182. Also see Wenfu Zhu & Guofu Fan. "Reconsideration on People
Studying in Japan in Chinese Modern History,” Canadian Social Science 8:1 (February 29, 2012): 11-17.
The major affair in stimulating Chinese students to study in the U.S. was the founding of “The Boxer
Indemnity Scholarship Program” in 1908 as a token of encouragement for Chinese studying in the U.S.
This Program was funded by Boxer Rebellion Indemnity, which was incurred by eight Western countries’
defeat of China in the Boxer Rebellion in 1900. On December 3, 1907, U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt
asked Congress for authority to “remit and cancel all claims upon China in excess of actual incurred losses”
during the Boxer Uprising. The Congress authorized a 12 million remission on May 25, 1908. See T. K.
Chu, “150 Years of Chinese Student in America,” Harvard China Review 5:1 (Spring 2004): 7-26.

** Chinese students, for example, started to choose America, rather than Japan as they originally did, for
higher education. The changing destinations/nations of Chinese students’ choices for further study also had
a lot to do with Japanese government’s stricter regulation over Chinese students in 1905 due to the latter’s
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global influence of American capitalism and militarism drew severe criticism from
Mother Earth’s members. They condemned the U.S. government and corporations for
suppressing international revolutions, domestic labor strikes, and political dissidents.
These anarchists defended anarchy as a better alternative to other political-economic
organizations.

The multilingual Goldman chose English as her magazine’s language in order to
propagate anarchism beyond immigrant communities and the Western world. America’s
development as a world power—coupled with the British Empire’s influence in India,
Africa, and elsewhere—established English as a major international language. Studying
in the U.S. and translating texts into English were two means that non-Westerners used to
absorb American radicalism, which had already integrated European philosophies with its
native liberal, utopian, and progressive beliefs.”” Historian John Crump described how
English (and America) mediated the reception of Western socialism in Japan:

When socialists in Japan knew a language other than Japanese it was generally

English, and, if an opportunity to travel abroad presented itself, it was usually to the

USA. This meant that European (primarily German) social-democratic ideas had to

find their way to Japan through what can best be described as an English-language

filter. This reliance on English as the language for most of their international

contacts exposed the Japanese socialists to a variety of supposedly socialist
doctrines popular in one or other of the world’s English-speaking countries.*

Crump’s account points to the importance of the “English-language filter” and America
as the major exporter of Western radical thought to non-English speaking countries.

Goldman’s use of English to publish Mother Earth gave it a lingual advantage in

protests against Qing government. See Paula Harrell, Sowing the Seeds of Change: Chinese Students,
Japanese Teachers, 1895-1905, 164-182.

% Paul Buhle & Edmund B. Sullivan eds., Images of American Radicalism (Hanover, MA: The
Christopher Publishing House, 1998), especially Chapter 3, “The Golden Age of Radicalism,” 104-188.
%% John Crump, The Origins of Socialist Thought in Japan, 31.
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reaching worldwide English readers and mobilizing a transnational community for the
anarchist revolution.

In the domestic context of Progressive America, Mother Earth emerged as an
initiative to remedy the socioeconomic consequences of industrialization, urbanization,
and immigration. Goldman and her comrades demanded the total eradication of existing
institutions, which they believed were the cause of oppression, inequality, and injustice in
society. The rise of Progressivism was another. Progressives heralded extensive programs
of social reform driven by the middle classes, upheld state interventionism, efficient
government, regulation of trusts, and social justice.”’ Muckraking journalism from the
1890s was an expression of the liberal conscience of progressive elites dedicated to
exposing industrial monopolies and political corruption to the public.’> Another critical
initiative was the Socialist Party of America (SPA), formed in 1901, which endeavored to
democratize and socialize the American economy through political means.”> The SPA
wanted to abolish wage slavery and establish a socialist government of cooperative

commonwealth.

31 Classic works on the history of the Progressive Era could be found in Richard Hofstadter, The Age of
Reform: From Bryan to F. D. R. (New York: Knopf, 1955) and Robert H. Weibe, Search for Order:
1877-1920 (New York: Hill and Wang, 1967). For the recent historical study of Progressivism, see Walter
Nugent, Progressivism: a Very Short Introduction (New York: Oxford University Press, 2010); Maureen A.
Flanagan, America Reformed: Progressives and Progressivisms, 1890s-1920s (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2007); Shelton Stromquist, Reinventing the People: The Progressive Movement, the Class
Problem, and the Origins of the Modern Liberalism (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2006); Michael
McGerr, A Fierce Discontent: the Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in America, 1870-1920 (New
York: Free Press, 2003). For the historiography of Progressivism, see Daniel T. Rodgers, “In Search of
Progressivism,” Reviews in American History 10: 4 (Dec. 1982): 113-132. Robert D. Johnston,
“Re-Democratizing the Progressive Era: The Politics of Progressive Era Political Historiography,” The
Journal of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era 1: 1 (Jan., 2002): 68-92.

32 For the development of muckraking journalism, see Doris Kearns Goodwin, The Bully Pulpit: Theodore
Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and the Golden Age of Journalism (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2013),
157-202.

3 For the history of the Socialist Party of America, see Jack Ross, Socialist Party of America: A Complete
History (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2015); Ira Kipnis, The American Socialist Movement
1897-1912 (Chicago: Haymarket Books, 2004); David A. Shannon, The Socialist Party of America: A
History (New York: The MacMillan Company, 1955).
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Progressive liberals, socialists, and anarchists demanded various degrees of
socioeconomic and political change. In terms of principle, progressive liberals were
anti-monopoly, socialists were anti-capitalism, and anarchists were anti-state. Anarchists’
anti-state stance entailed objections to having any kind of government or systems of
authority. Socialists meant to overthrow the capitalist system and the current plutocratic
government, but they were not interested in destroying the state altogether. Progressive
liberals, appalled by the socioeconomic chaos and political correction, set forth various
government-based reforms that would impose order on society.”* Through Mother
Earth’s propaganda, Goldman and her comrades tried to radicalize the reform mindsets of
liberals into a willingness to question the basic legitimacy of the governing system. In a
sense, the Mother Earth anarchists were appealing to the Progressive liberals’
anti-authoritarian impulses. To paraphrase Russian anarchist Mikhail Bakunin, Goldman
sought to rouse among Progressive liberals “the power to think and the desire to rebel.”*’

Mother Earth’s self-advertisement as ““a revolutionary literary magazine devoted to
Anarchist thought in sociology, economics, education, and life” summarized its
orientation.”® Goldman published the magazine as an 8 by 5 inch pamphlet of 64 (later 32)

pages that differed from the format of 4- to 8-page broadsides used by most of its

precursors.”’ A subscription was ten cents a copy or one dollar for a year. 3,000 copies

** 1 borrow Candace Falk’s definition of the term “liberal” to encompass “a wide variety of political
activists, some of whom identified most closely with the establishment (including future president
Woodrow Wilson), while for others the term was conflated with free speech and radicalism.” Candace Falk,
“Raising Her Voices: An Introduction,” in Emma Goldman: a Documentary History of the American Years,
Vol. 11, 3, note 5.

* Michael Bakunin, God and the State (New York: Dover Publications, 1970), 9.

3% «To Our Comrades,” Mother Earth 2:7 (Sept. 1907): 292-293. This advertising statement was also
reflected in the subtitle of Mother Earth, “Monthly Magazine Devoted to Social Science and Literature.”

*7 For example, previous anarchist papers, such as Firebrand (1895-1897), had 4 pages; Free Society
(1897-1904) had 8 pages (but sometimes 4 pages), in each number. Jessica M. Moran, “‘Propaganda
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were sold within the first week of its initial publication, and another printing of 1,000
copies followed.*® The magazine’s circulation peaked at 10,000 copies around the
mid-1910s, exceeding that of all previous English-language anarchist papers in the U.S.*’
Scholars have pointed out that Mother Earth’s cultural-intellectual influence far
surpassed its insignificant circulation.** In addition to editorials, reports, essays, and
international notes, the magazine also published poetry, fiction, and short drama. From
1907, new genres such as travelogue and review essays about Goldman’s lecture tours
appeared. A range of open letters, public manifestos, and fundraising solicitations carried
by the magazine indicated its extensive associations with international revolutionaries and
labor leaders. Advertisements informed readers of assorted happenings, events, and
publications in anarchist and radical circles. Occasional editorial announcements directed
readers’ attention to the magazine’s financial conditions, current campaigns, and future
prospects.*! Cover illustrations contributed by vanguard artists infused a sense of
revolutionary modernism into the aesthetics of the magazine.*

The texts of Mother Earth presented a polyphonic ensemble that expressed the

central principle of anarchist communism without subordinating various individual

Work:” English-language Anarchist Newspapers in the United States, 1895-1917” (MA thesis, San
Francisco State University, 2009).

¥ Candace Falk et al., Emma Goldman: a Documentary History of the American Years, Vol. Ill: Light and
Shadows, 1910-1916 (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2012), 731.

% “To Our Subscribers,” Mother Earth 10:12 (Feb. 1916): 403-404; Peter Glassgold, “Introduction: the
Life and Death of Mother Earth,” in Anarchy!: an Anthology of Emma Goldman's Mother Earth, ed. Peter
Glassgold (Berkeley, CA: Counterpoint, new and expanded edition, 2012), xxiv. For the circulation of
previous English-language anarchist communist papers like Firebrand and Free Society, see “Kate
Sharpley Library: Anarchist Newspaper Circulation,” accessed Mar. 19, 2016
http://katesharpleylibrary.pbworks.com/w/page/13175715/Anarchist%20newspaper%20circulation.

40 Falk, “Raising Her Voices,” 42.

I Peter Glassgold, “Introduction,” xvii-xxxviii.

> Mother Earth featured cover drawings from painters like Robert Minor, Jules-Félix Grandjouan, Adolf
Wolff, Man Ray, and Manuel Komroff. Peter Glassgold, “Introduction,” xix.
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concerns of its writers.* These anarchists agreed that all forms of government were
essentially violent, hierarchical, and thereby authoritarian. Fundamentally, they
advocated the abolition of existing institutions, such as the state, capitalism, private
property, wage labor, the family, marriage, prison, the military, and the church.
Goldman’s editorial in November 1906 summed up the anarchist beliefs of her
magazine—“The hopes of the Anarchists for a grand future are based upon the exercise
of the feeling of solidarity of free individuals... Anarchism recognizes the diversity of life,
the differentiation of individ