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A WRITER of note, who is himself a man of African descent, . says
"Editors and writers throughout the world should spell the word ' Negro '
with a capital N." The reason is, the word is the name of a race of men,
just as the words "Caucasian," "Indian," "Mongolian," are the names of
races of men. It is no compliment to those in whose interest this institu-
tion is conducted to speak of them as "colored people." It is at best an
equivocal phrase. But right-minded people will not spell the name with
"two g's," as they will not pronounce the word " Indian" "Injun." There
was somewhat of prophecy in the remark attributed to that unique and
typical American whom you all revere, and whom we are all coming to
respect, Abraham Lincoln: "No man will ever again be elected President
of the United States who spells the word 'Negro' with two g's." Mr. Lin-
coln meant that what the law had given, public opinion would soon come
to recognize—the Negro's citizenship. And this prophecy is coming to pass.

PROGRESS WITHOUT PARALLEL.

The progress of the Negro race in the United States during the last
twenty (I might have said, during the last two hundred and fifty) years is
one of the marvels of history. If we take the longer period, it is a history
of progress from abject savagery; if we take the shorter, it is a history of
progress from slavery—whose end is an occasion of gratitude to all who
understand the subject—to citizenship in the best government in the world.

No people ever had such an experience of great and sudden transitions.
As one has expressed it: "Slaves yesterday, freemen to-day, voters to-
morrow." And they have done better than most men who thought they
understood the subject expected of them. The experiment—experiment it
was, for there were no precedents—could not, without fatal issues to civil
institutions and to the Negro race itself, have been made in any other
country. As I have been told by those who invited me here to say what I
think, allow me to add: This experiment could not have been made in
any other part of the Union so safely as in the Southern States. The ex-
periment could not have been made in this country without ruin had this
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not been a Christian country. It could not have been made in the South
but for the prevalence of the Christian religion among the white people;
it could not have been made at all had not hundreds of thousands of the Ne-
groes been converted to God before the proclamation of emancipation. If the
Southern Church has done comparatively little in the education of this race
since the war, remember it did all that was done before. But for the work of
the Southern Church before, Northern benevolence could have accomplished
but little since the war. It was the Christian religion in both races that
sustained the country under the strain and test of the experiment. The
Constitution and the Declaration of Independence alone were inadequate to
so great a trial. And it is the Christian religion that will finally solve this
and every hard problem that confronts our times. It is only the despair
of unbelief that questions the possibility of solution.

The most notable thing in the history of the progress of the Negro race
in the United States is his progress in education—using the word in its
broadest sense. Take one fact alone: nearly one million Negro youth are
now in the public schools of the country. Take another fact: the tenth
census shows a decreased percentage of illiteracy, comparing 1870 and 1880.
The spelling-book is gaining ground, and herein is the prophecy and ear-
nest of ultimate victory. If we compare the progress of any other four or
five millions of illiterate people in any twenty years of the world's history
with the progress of the Negroes in this country between 1865 and 1885,
we will find that never before did so many illiterate people learn so many
useful things so fast. During these twenty years the Negro's eagerness to
learn and his success in learning has finally settled in the minds of candid
people, who take the trouble to square their theories by facts, the long-
debated question as to his capacity to learn. And while some have made
a bad use of education, so many have used it well as to convince reasona-
ble people, who have informed themselves, that it is not only possible to
teach the Negro, but very desirable to teach him whatever useful knowl-
edge he can learn.

The Negro in the United States

OUGHT TO HAVE MADE PROGRESS.

It would have been an infinite disgrace to him had he failed. If no igno-
rant people ever learned so fast, it is also true that no ignorant people ever
had so much done for them. To amplify and illustrate this proposition as
it deserves would take a volume. I make bold to say a great and emergent
duty was never in the world so nobly responded to as was the duty of ed-
ucating the emancipated Negroes. Patriotism and religion -joined hands to
do a work great and difficult enough to appall the stoutest heart and to par-
alyze any vital force weaker than the strongest faith in God. I do not
believe that so much would have been attempted by any other people as
the Christian people of this country have for twenty years been trying to
do. I should have said, a portion of the Christian people of this country;
for it is well known that nearly all that has been done by voluntary eitort
has been done by those (I should say by a part, possibly a minority) who
were on the victorious side in the late war between the States. That they
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were on the victorious side explains not only, in large measure, why they
were willing, but also how they were able to do it. That in them inclina-
tion and ability met together was a providence to the Negro race and to the
whole country. (How desperately poor the war left the South history can
never put into words.)

FULL FIFTY MILLIONS OF DOLLARS.

I have had much occasion to study the facts of this history of the edu-
cation of the Negroes in the South since 1865. There is not time to-day for
detailed statements. Let it suffice now to say: add together the gifts of
Northern (I might say English, too) charity and the appropriations to public
education for the Negro from Southern taxation, and we will find that full
fifty million dollars have in twenty years been invested in the cause of
Negro education. Of this sum the greater part has come through taxation,
nearly all of it being paid by Southern white people.

WHAT FIGURES CAN 'T TELL.

But the money measure is the least of all. The best things can not be
told in figures; faith, sentiment, love, devotion, can not be compressed into
statistical tables. Consider how many men and women of as noble mold
and of as Christly spirit as ever did God's hard work in the world have for
twenty years been putting their very lives in this work. And this they
have done gladly out of love for Christ and the souls for whom Christ died.
The angel who keeps God's record will write them down with the "noble
army of confessors," "of whom the world is not worthy." When "the
books are opened," their names will be found on the same page with
Carey, Melville, Cox, Judson, his great-souled wife (Ann Hasseltine Jud-
son), Livingstone, and the other immortals. Think of it to-day, and thank
God for them. On that roll are the names of more than a thousand men
and women who, under discouragemcnts never faced in China or Burmah,
have been for these twenty years doing all that consecrated manhood and
womanhood could do to teach the emancipated Negroes of the South how
to be real men and women—the Lord's freemen.

THE GOOD OF EDUCATION DEPENDS

This brings me to say the value of education depends on the education.
Education in books is good; but it is very far from being enough. If there
be nothing else, it is a great peril. At best it is a doubtful blessing. I am
very glad that the princely giver of a million of dollars to the cause of
Negro education (the late John F. Slater, of Norwich, Connecticut) put it
down in his letter to the Board of Trust that he asked to take the charge
of his great gift, that he designed it "for the Christian education of the
lately emancipated people and of their descendants in the Southern States."
For we may be sure that unchristian education would have been fatal to
these people, as it is fatal to any people. We may be just as sure that an
education simply not Christian will fail to save them or any other people.

My interest and hope in this Atupendous effort is in the certain knowl-
edge that the great training-schools for this race are under Christian in-
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fluence. I have had large opportunity to study these schools, and to study
many schools for white people, and I affirm without hesitation there are no
training-schools in this country that are more avowedly, distinctively, and
vitally Christian in spirit and method than are the training-schools now
preparing the young men and women who are to be the teachers and guides
of the Negro youth of our land. And if we think of the men and women
who are conducting these schools (for the character of a school is deter-
mined by the personal element in its faculty), it may be affirmed with con-
fidence there are not, as a rule, more devout, more capable, better trained,
more industrious teachers in any schools of the country.

ELIZABETH L. RUST INDUSTRIAL HOME.
Because I believe Rust University is such a school as I have described,

I am glad I am here to-day. And because I believe that the instrumental-
ities to be employed and the methods to be used in the "Elizabeth L. Rust
Industrial Home" will add immensely to the power of the university to
accomplish its mission, I count it an honor and a privilege to take part in
the special exercises of this occasion. I believe in industrial training in
Rust University because I believe in it everywhere else. I believe in it so
much that I have been using every effort to inaugurate a "School of Tool
Craft" in Emory College, with which I was long connected as president,
and am still lending what aid I can to my honored successor, Rev. Dr. I. S.
Hopkins, who is now engaged in the task of actually beginning the work of
hand education along with other educations.

True education will move along three great lines—books, morals, indus-
try. To state it otherwise: There must be head training, heart training,
and hand training. Each helps the other, and neither is complete without
the other. There was deep wisdom in the old Jewish rule that every man
must teach his son not only the law 'and the Scriptures, but also a trade.
Thus it came to pass that St. Paul, besides what he could learn in the
schools of Tarsus and in the school of Gamaliel, was bred a tent-maker.
It is a German custom, and it goes far to explain the capacity of the Ger-
man to get on in the world and to increase his goods. The Crown Prince,
it is said, was taught the trade of a locksmith. My own father brought me
up to farm work. I can yet plow a straight furrow. How often I have
blessed him for that kindness! How often I have thanked "Uncle Jim,"
who was my wise and patient and loving teacher.

ASHAMED OF HAND WORK.

It is a matter of surprise that in a republic like ours so many other-
wise sensible people should despise labor. Every body knows that the
average white girl prefers the attentions of a well-dressed youth (doing
woman's work), who sells ribbons for twenty-five dollars a month, to those
of a carpenter, not so well dressed, who can easily earn fifty to seventy-five
dollars a month. And the average white boy would prefer to be the rib-
bon seller—it is more stylish. It seems to be a question of clothes; it is, I
suspect, at bottom a recoil from what is esteemed the humiliation of hand
labor. The average Negro girl follows the example of her Caucasian sister,

k_
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and smiles on the stylish "dude" who lives precariously by his wits, and
passes by the sturdy fellow who makes a good living with his hands. That
the non-working men, after they have become husbands, have to be sup-
ported by their wives (reduced to a slavery for which the law offers no
remedy) does not seem to have impressed the average female mind with
sufficient force. There is a sort of education that is to be kept far from our
schools; it spoils people utterly. A girl at the piano or giggling at the
gate with an idle boy and the mother at the wash-tub or the cook-stove are
sorry sights. If colleges only make old fathers work harder to keep vain
and lazy sons in good clothes, then colleges are curses to the country. Edu-
cation that makes young men vain and selfish is as bad as education that
makes them lazy. When it makes them both vain and lazy, it ruins them.
When you see a college student turning up the nose at honest labor in
plain clothes you may generally conclude that the devil has a mortgage on
the owner of the nose.

HAND TRAINING COMING.

I count it one of the most hopeful signs of the times that in all parts
of the civilized world, even in semi-civilized Russia, thoughtful people, who
have knowledge of the subject, are beginning to see that it is a necessary
part of education. It is necessary, not simply that young people may know
how to do any given thing—as carpentering, blacksmithing, sewing, cooking—
but.‘ that they may know the value of work, catch the spirit of work, and
form the habit of work. Hand training quickens mental faculties that no
sort of mere text-book drill awakens. Also—and this is one of its chief
blessings—hand education helps to keep the brains balanced.

If I had my way, and could command the means to make the end pos-
sible in our schools, there should be no diplomas that did not certify to
ability to do some work properly, as well as to read some Greek passably;
ability to earn by hand work of some sort a living as well as to solve some
problem with difficulty. There are some old fogy teachers who will have
no work teaching in their schools. Some ridicule such teaching, affirming
in their ignorance that work teaching and book teaching can not go on
together, whereas they do go on together. There are some conductors of
schools for Negro youth who go to the length of this absurdity. They do
not seem to understand that the greater the educational needs of any people
the greater their need of not only being taught books, but of being taught
to make a living; and if they are to rise in the scale permanently, to make
more than a living. Very wisely has the board of trustees of the "John F.
Slater Fund" resolved to " prefer " those schools that couple "industrial
training" with head and heart training. Fortunately there are enough good
schools ready and eager to work on these lines to more than use all the
money the Slater Fund can bestow, and twice as much more.

ONE WHO MAY BE AN APOSTLE.

Last year there was a young man at Clark University, Atlanta, Georgia,

not yet twenty, who held his own in his text-books, and had learned car-

pentry so well that he could not only use with skill the ordinary tools of

his trade, but he could "lay off work," plan a cottage, "make out a bill
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of lumber," and calculate the expense of building. More, he actually built
several cottages, and did his work well. If he holds on in his course he
will be a sort of an apostle among his people--and a very useful apostle
too. It is not desirable that all young men educated in Church schools
should be preachers and teachers. There must be somebody to support
the preachers and teachers.

There are many other useful trades that young men are learning at the
best schools for Negro youth in the South. Some of them may be men-
tioned: Blacksmithing, shoemaking, brick-making, tin-work, type-setting,
and other sorts of work that people are willing to pay well for, especially
if it can be properly done. I say properly done, for he is a rare carpenter
among us who can hang a door so that it will fit, who can saw a plank so
that it will make a joint.

MASTERY OF HAND TOOLS.

At this time one of the essential things in the industrial departments
in our schools for both races is to teach the best use of the common tools
of the various trades. The population of the Southern States is, for the
most part, in the rural districts and in little villages. For a long time hand
work, and not machine work, will prevail among us. The carpenter who
is master of the square, the hammer, the saw, the plane, the auger, the
chisel, the drawing-knife, the adze, the file, and such like implements for
wood-work, is better fitted to do well than the man who is master of a
planing-machine or other costly contrivance.

The same principle holds in industrial training for women. In some
places laundry work is done by machines with "all the modern im-
provements." Few are the women of the South who will ever have oppor-
tunity out of school to use such machinery. The woman who knows the
full powers of hot and cold water, the resources of the wash-tub, the rub-
bing-board, the sad-iron, and the qualities of soaps and starch is better
fitted for the laundry-work that will fall to her lot and bring her good wages
than she who knows how to "run a machine." So in all the departments.

What we all need is to know thoroughly how to use the tools we have. Last
week, at my home, a carpenter fashioned a missing baluster with a draw-
ing-knife, a wood-file, and a piece of sand-paper, that could not, when in its
place, be told from those that had been turned in the shop, except that the
finish was finer. If he had only learned to use a machine he could not
have done the work. He had no machine.

FROM THE CABIN TO THE COTTAGE.

When the great training-schools for Negro youth have got their indus-
trial departments well in hand, then that will begin to be possible for the
Negro race in the South which hitherto has not been possible, but which is
absolutely necessary if real, substantial progress in civilization is to be gen-
erally and permanently effected, they can have homes instead of miserable
cabins. The right thing is not to despise the cabin, but to get ready to
build and furnish the cottage. If the cottage is not only to be built but to
be furnished and made a home of, then both men and women must have
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industrial training as well as book learning. Book learning alone will

make the people whose good we seek to-day unhappy in the cabin; it will

not, of itself, give them the ability to get into cottages, or to make homes

of them when they get them. A housekeeper and home-maker who can

not read is a nobler woman than she who can read many languages,

but does not know how to do any thing rightly, and so makes a wreck of

home.
As a rule, people who know only books will never have the means to

procure better homes than are possible in mere cabins. Indeed, they are

less able than the illiterate, for mere book knowledge fosters extravagance

without providing the means for its indulgence. Sad is his case whose

tastes demand expenditures his skill can not provide! Bitter is the fruit

of the tree of knowledge when there lack the harvests that follow indus-

try! God's law of labor is a great and saving mercy to the race.

All that book learning has done for some Negro families and for many

white families is to make it harder to live. And herein is much of the disco
n-

tent of the working world, whose murmurings hint of suppressed e
arth-

quakes. The kind of education these unhappy people have received has
 bred

demand faster than it has created supply to meet it. Education that does

not increase productive power is a failure. Such education as I have been

speaking of not only makes people unhappy, it tends to make them di
s-

honest. It tends also to break down virtue.

ALL IN ONE ROOM.

I am of the opinion that in the history of civilization, as human
 habi-

tations indicate its progress, the next thing after the hollo
w tree, the cave,

and the wigwam is, in the rural districts, the single-roo
m log cabin; in the

village, the single-room board shanty; in the city, t
he single room in the

crowded tenement—all of a sort, varied only by 
the environment. When

necessity shuts a family up in one little room patience i
s a great duty and a

rare virtue, but you may be sure—seeming exceptions t
o the contrary—

there was never yet of any race or color a family that c
ould be brought up

just as it ought to be in a single room. Where some, unde
r the hisabilities

of so narrow limits, have done reasonably well, they would have don
e better

with another room had it been only "a shed room." Some pr
ivacy is es-

sential to modesty, to say nothing of the virtues that have 
their root in

this grace.
Once upon a time, as presiding elder in the mountains, I spent a

 night

with a family that lived in one room. There were eleven of us—
men,

women, boys, and girls—not counting two lazy hound dogs, that sle
pt in

that fearful room. They were people who were of little account. The
y

might have done better. Their wretched mode of life had given them the

contentment of insensibility. The wonder is that there was any good 
in

them at all. It is a marvel that people who live so are no worse than

they are.
A great deal has been said and written about the lack of domestic virtue

and family purity among the Negroes of the South. The case is bad enoug
h;

but, for my part, I do not believe that it is as bad as it was during slaver
y.
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The evidence of mixed bloods (a very evil thing for both races), to say
nothing of vices among themselves, that we see everywhere in this country,
makes me ashamed for the men of my own race.

But I must say a word in defense of the Negroes, particularly of those
living in the Southern States. Considering the antecedents of the race in
Africa, in these States before emancipation, and their condition to-day, the
real surprise is that there is so much virtue and purity among them. Let
us talk less about it, and do more. Above all things, let white people set
them better examples. Let us put tools in their hands, with which they
can build themselves homes, and take from the sight of the sun the vice-
breeding, misery-producing cabins and shanties that conspire with deprav-
ity to help them to be wicked. Then they will at least have a better chance
to be virtuous.

SOUTHERN CHRISTIANS WILL HELP SOME DAY.

I am very sorry that the women who have the most Vital interest in

this blessed work (for the degradation of Negro women is the damnation of
Caucasian men) are not at this time taking an active part with the Christian

women of the North. Somehow you good women of the North and they

do not understand one another. Words of censure will not help either.

Bear with their long delay. There are no better women in the world than

the Christian women of the South. They have difficulties in the way of

this sort of work that you women of the North, longer delivered from the
curse of slavery, know not of, and that you can never fully understand.

Quit reproaching them; it does no good. "Put yourselves in their place."

You will sooner win them by your gracious example than by criticism.

Many of them do sympathize with you now, and "in secret before their
Heavenly Father" beg blessings upon you. Many of them want to help

you; but they do not yet see their way.
They will help you, if not to-day, then to-morrow; and it will be needed

then also. They will help with money, service, sympathy, love; for they
are Christian women. But to you, sisters of the North, at this time is com-
mitted the sacred ministry of making purer the home life of our Negro
families. We will help by and by.

You must remember, good, women of the North, that the

NEGROES GOT ALL THE GOOD OF SLAVERY.

We of the white race in the South suffered its evils without its good.
They, by God's blessing, got through slavery what never, in the history of
the world so many who were lately savages obtained in so short a time—
the habit of labor, the English language, some knowledge of the institu-
tions of a Christian republic, and, as to thousands of them, the religion of
Jesus Christ. In your abhorrence of slavery, do not forget how God over-
ruled slavery to the good of millions. We must not despise the ways of
Providence in our condemnation of the ways of men. And Northern peo-
ple should have more patience with those who suffered, and still in many
respects suffer, the evils that inhered in slavery.
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WELLS IN THE DESERT.

I am deeply concerned in the Women's Foreign Missionary Societies;

one of them recently sent my sister to China. But I am just as deeply con-
cerned in the Women's Home Missionary Societies. It was a fitting thing

that a gift of five dollars, and the faith that prompted it, from the mother

of Gilbert Haven was the germ of the society that has erected the " Eliza-

beth L. Rust Industrial Home ;" that is conducting such homes in Atlanta,

in Little Rock, in Orangeburg, and that is getting ready to establish one in

Savannah.
The temptation must have been strong to have expended their money

and their efforts in a different way. The great mass of the people they

serve need all things; from every cabin comes up a great and lamentable

cry. Why not invade these wretched habitations at once? Why not go

down into the dark'places, and clean up floors, and dust away cobwebs, and

do many other such sorely needed things? Because that is not the wise

way; because that would be a wasteful way; because that is the way to fail.

There are seven millions of these people, and nearly a million of these

cabins. To undertake to reform them by direct effort would be like irrigat-

ing Sahara with a watering-pot. Dig wells in the desert and in the rocky

places, as Jacob did "in the parcel of ground that he gave to his son Joseph."

SEND OUT SPECIMENS.

Send out one well-trained woman from your "Industrial Home." She

will be worth a regiment of lady missionaries and their visitations ; she will

live among the people who need her; she will be a specimen and an inspi-

ration to them, as a white woman can not be ; she will incarnate what you

seek to teach. The sight of her, the knowledge of her, will itself be the

beginning of home education to these people. She, with God's blessing,

will do this work forty years; she will pay her own way and something

over to start her sisters on the march to the" promised land" of homes for

the Negro race; she will be a wife and mother worthy these holy names.

." Her children will rise up and call her blessed ;" they will be centers of re,

forming, up-building, saving life, when she and the Christian women who

founded this Home have gone to heaven.

KEEP UP THE MEN'S SIDE.

, And do you, gentlemen of the Freedmen's Aid Society, "help these

women that labor with you in the Lord." Without them you will wear

your lives away twisting ropes of sand. We men, it seems to me, should

have done with patronizing "woman's work," with complimenting their

efforts as we do the slate drawings of our children. It is stupid of is that

we have been nearly two thousand years finding out that woman's work and

man's work in the Church are co-ordinate, and that her work is altogether

as necessary as his.
Keep the men's industrial departments well advanced. Let the car-

penter-shop keep pace with the laundry, the blacksmith-shop with the

sewing-room, the shoe-shop with the cook-room.

0
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There must be men who can not only vote but use tools; who can not
only talk politics and debate baptism, but earn money. Then there will be
homes for the Negro; and Christian civilization has its roots in the home,
and nowhere else. You had as well try to raise oak-trees in the gallon pots
of a green-house as to Christianize and civilize the Negro, or any other
race of men, without homes. The Chinese have learned the trick of raising
oak-trees in pots; but they have dwarfed them into contemptible shrubs,
unfit for fuel or timber, and that lose the knack of producing acorns for the
perpetuation of their race.

THEY MAY BE REDUCED BELOW SLAVERY.

The friends of the Negro race must so plan their work for these needy
people that some day they will need help no more. It will be a long time—
it may be a hundred years—but the time must come. Plan for it now.
If not, the friends of the Negro race will destroy him; they will so pauperize
his soul that a return to slavery would be a blessing. There is no deeper
ruin than the pauperization of spirit that issues from misplaced benevo-
lence—benevolence that fails to develop power. The virtue and glory of the
industrial movement in education is that it fosters capacity for taking care of
one's self and of being a veritable man.

It would be as easy to develop a colony into a great State in a country
where there are no births as to permanently elevate any race without quick-
ening in its very blood the germs of self-supporting energy. Immigration
alone never built up a State; missionaries alone never redeemed even one
heathen tribe.

AFRICA AND AMERICA.

• Let us remember this work takes hold on two continents. The Negro
in the United States binds America and Africa together.' The explorers and
the men of commerce are opening up the "Dark Continent." Let it not be
said in this day, "The children of the world are wiser in their generation
than the children of light." Let Christian Negroes in America get ready to
carry the light of God to their brethren beyond the sea, who "sit in dark-
ness and the shadow of death." And let Christians of the white race of
every name get ready to help them do their work.

In conclusion, if it be any encouragement to my honored sisters who
have this home mission work in hand, let me say: Having gone through your
plans for this" Industrial Home" in detail, they seem to me to be eminently
practical, very wise, and very good. There are in your plans and methods
the seeds of reproductive, self-perpetuating virtue. I congratulate you. I
rejoice with these grateful people whose good is your care. I pray God's
blessing on you all.
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INDUSTRIAL HOME, LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS.

THE above cut represents a Home erected and furnished by the liberal donations of

Mrs. Philander Smith, of Oak Park, Illinois, and it illustrates well the thought of the

projectors. These "homes" are pretty cottages with convenient apartments—kitchen,

dining-room, sewing-room, bed-rooms, and parlor. They are tastefully and economi-

cally furnished, that they may serve as a model for the girls. A matron is placed in

charge, who gives special instruction in cooking, sewing, and the varied duties of prac-

tical housekeeping. She also instructs the girls in the economical use of money in

making purchases. They are taught the industries of the needle, dress-making, milli-

nery, and the employments in which women may profitably engage. The care of the

sick and the laws of life and health are made a specialty, and thus a great amount of

suffering which results from superstition and ignorance may be avoided.

The Woman's Home Missionary Society, being deeply impressed with the import-

ance of industrial training for girls, desires to establish one of these Model Homes in

connection with the Schools of the Church all over the South.

General John Eaton, United States Commissioner of Education, says of the move-

ment: "Any system of education that leaves out of consideration the home will cer-

tainly prove a failure. Your plan of work has my hearty approval."

Rev. Dr. Haygood, Agent of the Slater Educational Fund, says: "Other denomi-

nations are introducing the industrial feature for boys, but no one seems to know what

to do for girls. Your Society has solved the problem. I am delighted with your plans."

Contributions for erecting and endowing these " Homes " are earnestly solicited.

Who will aid in the good work?

MRS. R. S. RUST, Corresponding Secretary.

•
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The following suggestions are offered to those who may be able to aid in
sustaining the work of the Association:

The aim of this Society shall be to enlist and organize the efforts of Christian
women in behalf of the needy and destitute women and children of all sections of our
country without distinction of race, and to co-operate with the other societies and
agencies of the Church in educational and missionary work.

To effectually aid these needy ones, experienced and devoted women will be
enlisted to work in destitute localities, and to instruct the ignorant and unfortunate
in the practice of industry and economy, and in the principles of morality and sanitary
law, which are essential to the true home.

These missionary teachers will visit from house to house, and by sympathy, pre-
cept, and advice try to inspire the mothers with correct views of duty, and with the
desire to reform their lives, elevate their homes, and educate their children. They
will gather the women and children into industrial schools where instruction in sewing,
mending, darning, and patching can be alternated with moral and religious instruc-
tion, suggestions of household economy, and such literary entertainment as will inspire
and stimulate a desire for knowledge.

In conducting these industrial schools missionaries need all kinds of sewing
materials, and simple garments for women and children, cut and ready to be made.
Also second-hand clothing, arranged to be mended, gives a practical illustrati•on of
economy, while it furnishRs the clothing which is often necessary to be provided
before the people can attend Church, or day or Sunday-school.

The missionaries organize and carry on Sunday-schools, and they need all the
material aids for this work, such as new or second-hand books, picture cards, papers, etc.

Auxiliary Societies, and the friends of this movement, are requested to collect ma-
terial suitable for the different branches of the work, as above indicated, and send it
to the WOMEN'S HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY, care of Methodist Book Room,
Cincinnati, 0.



HAND AS WELL AS HEAD AND HEART

TRAINING.

AN ADDRESS DELIVERED NIARGH 10, 1885,

BY

REV. ATTIC-US G. HAYGOOD, D. D., LL. D.,

General Agent of the "John F. Slater" Fund,

AT THE DEDICATION OF THE ELIZABETH L. RUST INDUSTRIAL HOME,

HOLLY SPRINGS, MISS.

A WRITER of note, who is himself a man of African descent, says:

"Editors and writers throughout the world should spell the word ' Negro '

with a capital N." The reason is, the word is the name of a race of men,

just as the words "Caucasian," "Indian," "Mongolian," are the names of

races of men. It is no compliment to those in whose interest this institu-

tion is conducted to speak of them as "colored people." It is at best an

equivocal phrase. But right-minded people will not spell the name with

"two g's," as they will not pronounce the word " Indian" "Injun." There

was somewhat of prophecy in the remark attributed to that unique and

typical American whom you all revere, and whom we are all coming to

respect, Abraham Lincoln: "No man will ever again be elected President

of the United States who spells the word 'Negro' with two g's." Mr. Lin-

coln meant that what the law had given, public opinion would soon come

to recognize—the Negro's citizenship. And this prophecy is coming to pass.

PROGRESS WITHOUT PARALLEL.

The progress of the Negro race in the United States during the last

twenty (I might have said, during the last two hundred and fifty) years is

one of the marvels of history. If we take the longer period, it is a history

of progress from abject savagery; if we take the shorter, it is a history of

progress from slavery—whose end is an occasion of gratitude to all who

understand the subject—to citizenship in the best government in the world.

No people ever had such an experience of great and sudden transitions.

As one has expressed it: "Slaves yesterday, freemen to-day, voters to-

morrow." And they have done better than most men who thought they

understood the subject expected of them. The experiment—experiment it

was, for there were no precedents—could not, without fatal issues to civil

institutions and to the Negro race itself, have been made in any other

country. As I have been told by those who invited me here to say what I

think, allow me to add: This experiment could not have been made in

any other part of the Union so safely as in the Southern States. The ex-

periment could not have been made in this country without ruin had this
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not been a Christian country. It could not have been made in the South
but for the prevalence of the Christian religion among the white people;
it could not have been made at all had not hundreds of thousands of the Ne-
groes been converted to God before the proclamation of emancipation. If the
Southern Church has done comparatively little in the education of this race
since the war, remember it did all that was done before. But for the work of
the Southern Church before, Northern benevolence could have accomplished
but little since the war. It was the Christian religion in both races .that
sustained the country under the strain and test of the experiment, The
Constitution and the Declaration of Independence alone were inadequate to
so great a trial. And it is the Christian religion that will finally solve this
and every hard problem that confronts our times. It is only the despair
of unbelief that questions the possibility of solution.

The most notable thing in the history of the progress of the Negro race
in the United States is his progress in education—using the word in its
broadest sense. Take one fact alone: nearly one million Negro youth are
now in the public schools of the country. Take another fact: the tenth
census shows a decreased percentage of illiteracy, comparing 1870 and 1880.
The spelling-book is gaining ground, and herein is the prophecy and ear-
nest of ultimate victory. If we compare the progress of any other four or
five millions of illiterate people in any twenty years of the world's history
with the progress of the Negroes in this country between 1865 and 1885,
we will find that never before did so many illiterate people learn so many
useful things so fast. During these twenty years the Negro's eagerness to
learn and his success in learning has finally settled in the minds of candid
people, who take the trouble to square their theories by facts, the long-
debated question as to his capacity to learn. And while some have made
a bad use of education, so many have used it well as to convince reasona-
ble people, who have informed themselves, that it is not only possible to
teach the Negro, but very desirable to teach him whatever useful knowl-
edge he can learn.

The Negro in the United States

OUGHT TO HAVE MADE PROGRESS.

It would have been an infinite disgrace to him had he failed. If no igno-
rant people ever learned so fast, it is also true that no ignorant people ever
had so much done for them. To amplify and illustrate this proposition as
it deserves would take a volume. I make bold to say a great and emergent
duty was never in the world so nobly responded to as was the duty of ed-
ucating the emancipated Negroes. Patriotism and religion joined hands to
do a work great and difficult enough to appall the stoutest heart and to par-
alyze any vital force weaker than the strongest faith in God. I do not
believe that so much would have been attempted by any other people as
the Christian people of this country have for twenty years been trying to
do. I should have said, a portion of the Christian people of this country;
for it is well known that nearly all that has been done by voluntary effort
has been done by those (I should say by a part, possibly a minority) who
were on the victorious side in the late war between the States. That they
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were on the victorious side explains not only, in large measure, why they
were willing, but also how they were able to do it. That in them inclina-

tion and ability met together was a providence to the Negro race and to the
whole country. (How desperately poor the war left the South history can
never put into words.)

FULL FIFTY MILLIONS OF DOLLARS.

I have had much occasion to study the facts of this history of the edu-

cation of the Negroes in the South since 1865. There is not time to-day for

detailed statements. Let it suffice now to say: add together the gifts of

Northern (I might say English, too) charity and the appropriations to public

education for the Negro from Southern taxation, and we will find that full

fifty million dollars have in twenty years been invested in the cause of

Negro education. Of this sum the greater part has come through taxation,

nearly all of it being paid by Southern white people.

WHAT FIGURES CAN 'T TELL.

But the money measure is the least of all. The best things can not be

told in figures; faith, sentiment, love, devotion, can not be compressed into

statistical tables. Consider how many men and women of as noble mold

and of as Christly spirit as ever did God's hard work in the world have for

twenty years been putting their very lives in this work. And this they

have done gladly out of love for Christ and the souls for whom Christ died.

The angel who keeps God's record will write them down with the "noble

army of confessors," "of whom the world is not worthy." When "the

books are opened," their names will be found on the same page with

Carey, Melville, Cox, Judson, his great-souled wife (Ann Hasseltine Jud-

son), Livingstone, and the other immortals. Think of it to-day, and thank

God for them. On that roll are the names of more than a thousand men

and women who, under discouragemcnts never faced in China or Burmah,

have been for these twenty years doing all that consecrated manhood and

womanhood could do to teach the emancipated Negroes of the South how
to be real men and women—the Lord's freemen.

THE GOOD OF EDUCATION DEPENDS

This brings me to say the value of education depends on the education.

Education in books is good; but it is very far from being enough. If there
be nothing else, it is a great peril. At best it is a doubtful blessing. I am

very glad that the princely giver of a million of dollars to the cause of
Negro education (the late John F. Slater, of Norwich, Connecticut) put it
down in his letter to the Board of Trust that he asked to take the charge
of his great gift, that he designed it "for the Christian education of the
lately emancipated people and of their descendants in the Southern States."
For we may be sure that unchristian education would have been fatal to
these people, as it is fatal to any people. We may be just as sure that an
education simply not Christian will fail to save them or any other people.

My interest and hope in this stupendous effort is in the certain knowl-
edge that the great training-schools for this race are under Christian in-

1=1.1,
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fluence. I have had large opport
unity to study these schools, and to study

many schools for white people, an
d I affirm without hesitation there are no

training-schools in this country that 
are more avowedly, distinctively, and

vitally Christian in spirit and m
ethod than are the training-schools now

preparing the young men and wome
n who are to be the teachers and guides

of the Negro youth of our land
. And if we think of the men and women

who are conducting these school
s (for the character of a school is deter-

mined by the personal element in i
ts faculty), it may be affirmed with con-

fidence there are not, as a rule, mo
re devout, more capable, better trained,

more industrious teachers in any sch
ools of the country.

ELIZABETH L. RUST INDUSTRIAL HOME.

Because I believe Rust University 
is such a school as I have described,

I am glad I am here to-day. And
 because I believe that the instrumental-

ities to be employed and the methods
 to be used in the "Elizabeth L. Rust

Industrial Home" will add immensely
 to the power of the university to

accomplish its mission, I count it an 
honor and a privilege to take part in

the special exercises of this occas
ion. I believe in industrial training in

Rust University because I believe in
 it everywhere else. I believe in it so

much that I have been using every 
effort to inaugurate a "School of Tool

Craft" in Emory College, with whic
h I was long connected as president,

and am still lending what aid I can to 
my honored successor, Rev. Dr. I. S.

Hopkins, who is now engaged in the t
ask of actually beginning the work of

hand education along with other educa
tions.

True education will move along three g
reat lines—books, morals, indus-

try. To state it otherwise: There m
ust be head training, heart training,

and hand training. Each helps the other, and neither 
is complete without

the other. There was deep wisdom in the old
 Jewish rule that every man

must teach his son not only the law 
and the Scriptures, but also a trade.

Thus it came to pass that St. Pau
l, besides what he could learn in the

schools of Tarsus and in the sc
hool of Gamaliel, was bred a tent-maker.

It is a German custom, and it goes 
far to explain the capacity of the Ger-

man to get on in the world and to 
increase his goods. The Crown Prince,

it is said, was taught the trade of a 
locksmith. My own father brought me

up to farm work. I can yet plow 
a straight furrow. How often I have

blessed him for that kindness! How 
often I have thanked "Uncle Jim,"

who was my wise and patient and 
loving teacher.

ASHAMED OF HAND WORK.

It is a matter of surprise that in a 
republic like ours so many other-

wise sensible people should despise l
abor. Every body knows that the

average white girl prefers the attenti
ons of a well-dressed youth (doing

woman's work), who sells ribbons for 
twenty-five dollars a month, to those

of a carpenter, not so well dressed, who
 can easily earn fifty to seventy-five

dollars a month. And the average white
 boy would prefer to be the rib-

bon seller—it is more stylish. It seems to be a question of clothes; it
 is, I

suspect, at bottom a recoil from what is 
esteemed the humiliation of hand

labor. The average Negro girl follows the
 example of her Caucasian sister,
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and smiles on the stylish "dude" who lives precariously by his with, and
passes by the sturdy fellow who makes a good living with his hands. That
the non-working men, after they have become husbands, have to be sup-
ported by their wives (reduced to a slavery for which the law offers no
remedy) does not seem to have impressed the average female mind with
sufficient force. There is a sort of education that is to be kept far from our
schools; it spoils people utterly. A girl at the piano or giggling at the
gate with an idle boy and the mother at the wash-tub or the cook-stove are
sorry sights. If colleges only make old fathers work harder to keep vain

and lazy sons in good clothes, then colleges are curses to the country. Edu-

cation that makes young men vain and selfish is as bad as education that

makes them lazy. When it makes them both vain and lazy, it ruins them.

When you see a college student turning up the nose at honest labor in

plain clothes you may generally conclude that the devil has a mortgage on

the owner of the nose.
HAND TRAINING COMING.

I count it one of the most hopeful signs of the times that in all parts

of the civilized world, even in semi-civilized Russia, thoughtful people, who

have knowledge of the subject, are beginning to see that it is a necessary

part of education. It is necessary, not simply that young people may know

how to do any given thing—as carpentering, blacksmithing, sewing, cooking—

but that they may know the value of work, catch the spirit of work, and

form the habit of work. Hand training quickens mental faculties that no

sort of mere text-book drill awakens. Also—and this is one of its chief

blessings—hand education helps to keep the brains balanced.

If I had my way, and could command the means to make the end pos-

sible in our • schools, there should be no diplomas that did not certify to

ability to do some work properly, as well as to read some Greek passably;

ability to earn by hand work of some sort a living as well as to solve some

• problem with difficulty. There are some old fogy teachers who will have

no work teaching in their schools. Some ridicule such teaching, affirming

in their ignorance that work teaching and book teaching can not go on

together, whereas they do go on together. There are some conductors of

schools for Negro youth who go to the length of this absurdity. They do

not seem to understand that the greater the educational needs of any people

the greater their need of not only being taught books, but of being taught

to make a living; and if they are to rise in the scale permanently, to make

more than a living. Very wisely has the board of trustees of the "John F.

Slater Fund" resolved to " prefer " those schools that couple "industrial

training" with head and heart training. Fortunately there are enough good

schools ready and eager to work on these lines to more than use all the

money the Slater Fund can bestow, and twice as much more.

ONE WHO MAY BE AN APOSTLE.

Last year there was a young man at Clark University, Atlanta, Georgia,

not yet twenty, who held his own in his text-books, and had learned car-

pentry so well that he could not only use with skill the ordinary tools of

his trade, but he could "lay off work," plan a cottage, "make out a bill
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of lumber," and calculate the expense of building. More, he actually built
several cottages, and did his work well. If he holds on in his course he
will be a sort of an apostle among his people—and a very useful apostle
too. It is not desirable that all young men educated in Church schools
should be preachers and teachers. There must be somebody to support
the preachers and teachers.

There are many other useful trades that young men are learning at the
best schools for Negro youth in the South. Some of them may be men-
tioned: Blacksmithing, shoemaking, brick-making, tin-work, type-setting,
and other sorts of work that people are willing to pay well for, especially
if it can be properly done. I say properly done, for he is a rare carpenter
among us who can hang a door so that it will fit, who can skw a plank so
that it will make a joint.

MASTERY OF HAND TOOLS.

At this time one of the essential things in the industrial departments
in our schools for both races is to teach the best use of the common tools
of the various trades. The population of the Southern States is, for the
most part, in the rural districts and in little villages. For a long time hand
work, and not machine work, will prevail among us. The carpenter who
is master of the square, the hammer, the saw, the plane, the auger, the
chisel, the drawing-knife, the adze, the file, and such like implements for
wood-work, is better fitted to do well than the man who is master of a
planing-machine or other costly contrivance.

The same principle holds in industrial training for women. In some
places laundry work is done by machines with "all the modern im-
provements." Few are the women of the South who will ever have oppor-
tunity out of school to use such machinery. The woman who knows the
full powers of hot and cold water, the resources of the wash-tub, the rub-
bing-board, the sad-iron, and the qualities of soaps and starch is better.
fitted for the laundry-work that will fall to her lot and bring her good wages
than she who knows how to "run a machine." So in all the departments.

What we all need is to know thoroughly how to use the tools we have. Last
week, at my home, a carpenter fashioned a missing baluster with a draw-
ing-knife, a wood-file, and a piece of sand-paper, that could not, when in its
place, be told from those that had been turned in the shop, except that the
finish was finer. If he had only learned to use a machine he could not
have done the work. He had no machine.

FROM THE CABIN TO THE COTTAGE.

When the great training-schools for Negro youth have got their indus-
trial departments well in hand, then that will begin to be possible for the
Negro race in the South which hitherto has not been possible, but which is
absolutely necessary if real, substantial progress in civilization is to be gen-
erally and permanently effected, they can have homes instead of miserable
cabins. The right thing is not to despise the cabin, but to get ready to
build and furnish the cottage. If the cottage is not only to be built but to
be furnished and made a home of, then both men and women must have
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industrial training as well as book learning. Book learning alone will

make the people whose good we seek to-day unhappy in the cabin; it will

not, of itself, give them the ability to get into cottages, or to make homes

of them when they get them. A housekeeper and home-maker who can

not read is a nobler woman than she who can read many languages,

but does not know how to do any thing rightly, and so makes a wreck of

home.
As a rule, people who know only books will never have the means to

procure better homes than are possible in mere cabins. Indeed, they are

less able than the illiterate, for mere book knowledge fosters extravaga
nce

without providing the means for its indulgence. Sad is his case whose

tastes demand expenditures his skill can not provide! Bitter is the fruit

of the tree of knowledge when there lack the harvests that
 follow indus-

try! God's law of labor is a great and saving mercy to the race.

All that book learning has done for some Negro families and for 
many

white families is to make it harder to live. And herein is much
 of the discon-

tent of the working world, whose murmurings hint of s
uppressed earth-

quakes. The kind of education these unhappy people have recei
ved has bred

demand faster than it has created supply to meet it. Education that does

not increase productive power is a failure. Such education as I have been

speaking of not only makes people unhappy, it tends to make t
hem dis-

honest. It tends also to break down virtue.

ALL IN ONE ROOM.

I am of the opinion that in the history of civilization, as huma
n habi-

tations indicate its progress, the next thing after the hollow tree,
 the cave,

and the wigwam is, in the rural districts, the single-room log 
cabin; in the

village, the single-room board shanty; in the city, the single r
oom in the

crowded tenement—all of a sort, varied only by the enviro
nment. When

necessity shuts a family up in one little room patience is a great du
ty and a

rare virtue, but you may be sure—seeming exceptions to 
the contrary—

there was never yet of any race or color a family that could 
be brought up

just as it ought to be in a single room. Where some, und
er the disabilities

of so narrow limits, have done reasonably well, they would have
 done better

with another room had it been only "a shed room," So
me privacy is es-

sential to modesty, to say nothing of the virtues that have thei
r root in

this grace.
Once upon a time, as presiding elder in the mountains, I spe

nt a night

with a family that lived in one room.! There were eleve
n of us—men,

women, boys, and girls—not counting two lazy hound dogs
, that slept in

that fearful room. They were people who were of little acco
unt. They

might have done better. Their wretched mode of life had given them the

contentment of insensibility. The wonder is that there was any
 good in

them at all. It is a marvel that people who live so are no worse than

they are.
A great deal has been said and written about the lack of domestic virtue

and family purity among the Negroes of the South. The
 case is bad enough;

but, for my part, I do not believe that it is as bad as it was dur
ing slavery.
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The evidence of mixed bloods (a very evil thing for both races), to say
nothing of vices among themselves, that we see everywhere in this country,
makes me ashamed for the men of my oWn race.

But I must say a word in defense of the Negroes, particularly of those
living in the Southern States. Considering the antecedents of the race in
Africa, in these States before emancipation, and their condition to-day, the
real surprise is that there is so much virtue and purity among them. Let
us talk less about it, and do more. Above all things, let white people set
them better examples. Let us put tools in their hands, with which they
can build themselves homes, and take from the sight of the sun the vice-
breeding, misery-producing cabins and shanties that conspire with deprav-
ity to help them to be wicked. Then they will at least have a better chance
to be virtuous.

SOUTHERN CHRISTIANS WILL HELP SOME DAY.

I am very sorry that the women who have the most vital interest in
this blessed work (for the degradation of Negro women is the damnation of
Caucasian men) are not at this time taking an active part with the Christian
women of the North. Somehow you good women of the North and they
do not understand one another. Words of censure will not help either.
Bear with their long delay. There are no better women in the world than
the Christian women of the South. They have difficulties in the way of
this sort of work that you women of the North, longer delivered from the
curse of slavery, know not of, and that you can never fully understand.
Quit reproaching them; it does no good. "Put yourselves in their place."
You will sooner win them by your gracious example than by criticism.
Many of them do .sympathize with you now, and "in secret before their
Heavenly Father" beg blessings upon you. Many of them want to help
you; but they do not yet see their way.

They will help you, if not to-day, then to-morrow; and it will be needed
then also. They will help 'with money, service, sympathy, love; for they
are Christian women. But to you, sisters of the North, at this time is com-
mitted the sacred ministry of making purer the home life of our Negro
families. We will help by and by.

You must remember, good women of the North, that the

NEGROES GOT ALL THE GOOD OF SLAVERY.

We of the white race in the South suffered its evils without its good.
They, by God's blessing, got through slavery what never, in the history of
the world so many who were lately savages obtained in so short a time—
the habit of labor, the English language, some knowledge of the institu-
tions of a Christian republic, and, as to thousands of them, the religion of
Jesus Christ. In your abhorrence of slavery, do not forget how God over-
ruled slavery to the good of millions. We must not despise the ways of
Providence in our condemnation of the ways of men. And Northern peo-
ple should have more patience with those who suffered, and still in many
respects suffer, the evils that inhered in slavery.


