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CONCERNING

TWO APPROPRIATIONS.

NOTE.

For many years Atlanta University has receiv

ed annual appropriations from the American

Missionary Association and from the Slater

Fund. The amounts for the year 1891—'92 were

$3000 from the A. M. A. and $2000 from th
e

Slater Fund. Action has recently been taken

discontinuing these appropriations, and so nec
es-

sitating the raising of an extra $5000 annu
ally

on. the part of the University. To guard aga
inst

any possible misapprehension arising from
 the

simultaneous discontinuance of aid so long gra
nt-

ed to the University, the following statemen
ts,

reprinted from the BULLETIN, are. given in this

leaflet form. It will be seen that the action tak-

en proceeded from entirely different causes in th
e

cases of the appropriations, and that in neitber c
ase

was any criticism of the University invo
lved.

We feel sure that a thorough understandin
g of

the facts will incline our friends to do al
l in their

power to help us to make up for this larg
e dim-

inution of our regular income.



ATLANTA UNIVERSITY AND THE
AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION.

Under the above heading, in the BUL-
LV17LN for October 1889, an editorial ar-
ticle gave a careful statement of the re-
lations of the Association to the Univer-
sity since the latter was founded. A
further statement was also made in an
editorial article in the BULLETIN for
November 1891.
The main points were these : — The

Association contributed, though not so
largely as the Freedman's Bureau,
toward the original plant of the Univer-
sity, and for the first five years of its
history largely directed its affairs and,
was responsible for its support. During
the continuance of the permanent State
appropriation, which began in 187,4? the
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Association withdrew its control, but
granted for most of the years an annual
appropriation, averaging about $1800.
After the loss of the State appropriation
in 1887, the Association desired to re-
sume its full control and support of the
University, but our Trustees did not
deem this wise. A plan of partial co-
operation was then agreed upon in 1889,
which allowed the Association to nomi-
nate candidates for six of the
sixteen places on the Board of Trustees,
and secured to the University an annual
appropriation of $3000. This arrange-
ment, by the desire of both parties and
in the most amicable manner, has just
been terminated, and hereafter the As-
sociation will discontinue its annual ap-
propriations and its official representa-
tion on our Board of Trustees.

Various reasons have combined to
bring about this change. The new
policy adopted by the Association at its
aanual meeting in Cleveland last Octo-
ber enjoined upon its management the
early withdrawal of control and support
from the larger institutions of learning
on its list, Though Atlanta University
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was already practically independent, it did
not seem quite harmonious with the new
policy for even the modified co-opera-
tion of the two organizations to be con-
tinued. The Trustees of the University,
too, had been informed by eminent legal
counsel that the granting to the Associ-
ation of the power to nominate any of
the Trustees was contrary to the spirit,
if not the letter, of Georgia law. Fur-
thermore, it had been learned that testa-
mentary provisions for large d to the
University had recently been made,
subject to the condition that the Institu-
tion should be entirely free from all out-
side control, and should be maintained
upon a strictly unsectarian Christian
basis. In view ofthese and other reasons,
the action terminating the official rela-
tions of the two organizations was taken
by the Executive Committee of the As-
sociation May 23d, and by the Trustees
of the University May 25, 1892.
In connection with this action a most

happy adjustment of certain matters at
issue between the Association and the
University — the inheritances of former
years — has been arrived at. A claim
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which the Association had against the
Girl's Dormitory and ten acres of land
surrounding it has been relinquished on
the declaration by the Trustees of their
"steadfast purpose to administer the
trust committed to them, for the educa-
tion of youth irrespective of race or color,
in accordance with the positive Christian
faith maintained by the University from
its foundation." A mortgage of $3000
which the Association has held for some
years against four and three-quarters
acres adjoining our campus has been re-
leased. and another three and three-
quarters acre lot owned by the Associa-
tion has been added as a free gift to the
University, all without money and with-
out price. The Trustees of the Univer-
sity have given evidence of their appre-
ciation of this liberal action on the part
of the Association not merely by the
passage of warm resolutions of thanks, but
also by voluntarily re-electing four of the
six trustees representing the Association,
whose resignations had been involved by
the changed relations, two of these trus-
tees, also, being members of the present
Executive Committee of the Association.
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it hoped and believed that, with the

completed independence ofthe Univer
si

and release of the Association from al:

burden in connection with it, there
 may

be developed a truer harmony and 
sym.-

pathy between the two organizati
ons,

and a more efficient, because u
ntram-

meled, co-operation in the great Chr
istian

work which both were organized to

carry on.
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DISCONTINUANCE OF OUR

SLATER FUND APPROPRIATION.

It was decided more than a year ago
by the Trustees of the John F. Slater Fund
that after the present year they would
concentrate their appropriations on a
smaller number of institutions, giving a
larger amount to each. Circulars were
sent to all the presidents asking them to
answer various questions in regard to the
educational work most needed by the col-
ored race, and what each institution was
doing, or would undertake to do, if an
enlarged appropriation were received.
An extended and carefully prepared re-
sponse to this circular was sent from At-
lanta University and, presumably, from
all the other institutions. Last autumn
Or, Curry and ex-President F ayes, rep-
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resenting the Slater Trustees, visited the
various institutions and inspected their
work, and, later, met and conferred with
the leaders of the chief benevolent socie-
ties engaged in work among the Freed-
men. At a recent meeting of the Slater
Board, thirt..,en institutions were selected
to receive the money which had previously
been given to about thirty. Of the lead-
ing institutions in Atlanta, Clark Uni-
versity and Spelman Seminary were cho-
3en and Atlanta University was omitted.
Though greatly disappointed, we have

no reproaches to cast at the Slater Trus-
tees. We appreciate the diffiwilty and
delicacy of the task they have had before
them in selecting the institutions to be
aided. It was inevitable that some insti-
tutions which were doing work highly sat-
isfactory to the Board, as we believe ours
was, would have to be omitted if the pol-
icy of concentration were adopted. This
policy we have always advocated, and
President Ware, when he was alive, used
to say that he believed in it so strongly
that he would be willing that Atlanta
University should be omitted from the
list of institutions aided, if necessary to
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the adoption of the policy. In all this,
we agreewith President Ware still, even
though the severe test of faith has come.
We trust that our friends will not re-

Ord this action as in any sense a discred-
iting of the work done by Atlanta Uni-
versity. We do not believe that it was
so intended by the Slater Board, which
has aided us from the first year that it
began to make its appropriations, and
has never made any adverse criticism of
our methods. They have not stated, and
cannot be expected to state, the reasons
of their decision in the case of each insti-
tution, nor to enter into the endless dis-
cussions which such a statement of rea-
sons would involve. Nor is it becoming
for any one outside of the Board to at-
tempt, in the absence of knowledge, to
state what those reasons were, and cer-
tainly we shall not attempt to do so.
The more one reflects on the difficulties

of the problem of reducing a list of thir-
ty aided institutions to thirteen, the
plainer will it appear that our work is
not necessarily discredited by the recent
action. Such questions as these, for in-
stance, must have demanded considera-
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tion : What will be the best geographical
distribution of the institutions to be aid-
ed? How far shall normal work count
in the selection, and how far industrial
work? To what extent shall the differ-
ent kinds of industrial work be aided, as;
for instance, work for boys and work for
girls, work that is chiefly manual train-
ing or work that is chiefly productive in-
dustry? How far shall the previous suc-
cess of an institution be made the basis
of its receiving aid, and how far its need
of money to secure success? How far
shall denominational institutions be se-
lected, and how far those that have no
missionary society at their back?
When it came to a consideration of the

Atlanta institutions, the difficulty of giv-
ing these and other considerations their
proper weight, must have been very per-
plexing. At the outset, geographical
considerations would be likely to prevent
the selection of more than two out of the
four or five institutions that are doing
normal or industrial work or both. Had
it been a question of successful normal
work alone, there can hardly be any
doubt that Atlanta University would
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have been one of those selected, in view

of the fact that, for many ),ears, three-

fourths to seven-ninths of all the teachers

employed by the city of Atlanta in its

colored schools have been graduates from

our Normal Department, and that these

positions have been won in competitive

examinations with candidates from all

the other institutions. If it had been a

question simply of choosing an unde-

nominational iostitution, not controlled

or supported by any society, Atlanta

University must have been chosen, for it

is the only one of that kind in the city.

As regards industrial education, the meth-

ods of Atlanta University differ from

those of some of the other institutions in

providing, at present, more for manual

training than for productive industry,

while holding the latter in view as the

ultimate end of training. Just what de-

gree of emphasis should be laid on

these two methods of training is a mat-

ter of widespread discussion, and it

would not be strange if even the mem-

bers of the Slater Board themselves were

not fully agreed in regard to it.

In making a selection of denomina-
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tional schools to be aided, it was not un-
natural that two such prominent institu-
tions of the Methodists and Baptists as
Clark University and Spelman Seminary.,
in so prominent a centre as Atlanta,
should be chosen; while the embarrass-
ment of substituting an independent un-
denominational institution for either, if
only two could be aided here, is equally
apparent.
We desire to give the Slater Trustees

full credit for the patient and painstaking
efforts which we know they have made
to arrive at the wisest conclusion and do
the best thing for the whole work in the
entire Southern field. We also heartily
congratulate our neighbor institutions in
Atlanta, with which we have always
maintained the most friendly relations,
on their success in this honorable compe-
tition. At the same time we beg our
friends to continue to give us their confi-
dence and support, which we are sure
our competitors and the Slater Trustees
themselves would assure them we still
deserve.
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