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YALE COLLEGE, AUGUST, 1865.
Six:

At the recent commemoration in New Haven, of former students of the Universi
ty who have
served the country in the recent war, a Report was presented by Prof. Salisbur
y, in behalf of a
Committee previously appointed to consider the subject of a Permanent Memorial, in
honor of those
from among our number, who have fallen in the defense of the nation. The whole
subject was again
referred, with power, to a committee of twenty-five persons, who were requested
to mature a plan,
determine its cost, and carry forward the necessary measures for securing its
accomplishment.
A meeting of this committee was held in the Library of Yale College, Commen
cement Day, July
27, 1865, W. M. Evarts, Esq., in the chair: After a prolonged and familiar
conference, the undersigned
was requested as Secretary of the meeting, to sum up in a few words the different
opinions which
were advocated, and request every member of the Committee to express in writing
his deliberate
opinion respecting the most fitting memorial to be founded at the College in
honor of our departed
and heroic brethren.
Mr. Salisbury expressed himself as still giving the preference to the plan
proposed in the report
which he presented at the celebration on the 26th inst.—since published in the
"New York Times" for
July 28th, namely, in short, that there should be erected an appenda
ge to the new Chapel about to
be built, in the form of a cella, aisle, or subordinate chapel, to be consecra
ted to our martyrs, where
votive tablets should be set up, at once, to their honor, and where
other offerings of praise and
gratitude, in storied windows, emblematic basreliefs, busts, and the
like, may be accumulated with the
progress of time; in favor of which he urges the greater lustre thrown
around patriotic self-devotion
in its being as work performed "in the name of our God," and the
greater power of impression which
all monuments acquire by their being placed where the susceptibilities
are wont to be quickened to
sympathy with the beautiful and grand in character and conduct.
Mr. Deming advocated substantially the same views as Mr. Salisbury.
A letter was read from Hon. Andrew D. White of Syracuse, from
which the following extract is
made: "A plan which I like much is to erect a memorial clock and
bell tower like some of those
recently put up in England,—for which see the Builder, Architect's
Journal, &c. This could have
sculpture at the angles, could have a chime of bells, and could be in stone of
different colors. It could
stand near the chapel erected by Mr. Battell, distinct from it, yet
connected with it, by a series of
cloister arcades. The tablet could be within the base of the tower or about
it. The more I think of
this plan the more I think it, under the circumstances, the best. You can hardly
fail to get a good
thing by it,—a really good thing. A college chapel, as you know, if preceden
ts are followed, has no
tower and spire. Yet a college needs a bell tower, and it is especially, needed
at New Haven, with
your long line of buildings, to break up the monotony. * * * Again, there
is not so much risk in
this design as in that of an allegorical figure with accessories. Such monumen
ts are wretchedly risky;
not one in a thousand holds opinion twenty years; but a tower, if massive
and large, would by these
qualities alone, even if we should err in details, always be dignified and imposing
."
Mr. Evarts was of opinion that the leading purpose should be to connect
the celebration of the names
and fame of the soldiers, which the University had sent to the war, with
the continuing and expanding
life of the University itself. That an open and public Hall, at all times
accessible to the members of
the College and the Schools, and to visitors, and seeing the needs of the annual
Commencement festivities, was the natural and suitable shape in which this purpose could
be best accomplished. Founded
as a votive memorial, and susceptible of every form of commemoration
of the men, and the events to
which it owes its origin, it would not be a sepulchral monument,
but rather a living and perpetual
home, in which the successive generations of Alumni should cherish and
decorate their memories.

Mr. Evarts thought that the application of the church or chapel, used for the devotions of the students, to this commemorative purpose, would not accord with the fixed religious ideas of our people,
which were too thoroughly Puritan to tolerate the monuments and decorations of human glory as suitable to the House of Divine Worship. He thought that the respect showed to this religious sentiment
by the Committee, in proposing a separate monumental chapel, was entirely judicious, but he regretted
to feel that by this withdrawal from the frequented church, and for the religious life of the College, the
memorial proposed became purely sepulchral.
Mr. Evarts, for these reasons, was disposed to favor the erection of an Alumni Hall, of ample proportions and appropriate architecture, to be inscribed to our Soldiers in the War, and to be the receptacle of accumulating honors to them, and to all who may, hereafter, be worthily associated with
them, as taste and genius and munificence shall serve—to be the Senate House of the University when
the strenuous life of its living generations may feel the solemn and ennobling influences of its famous
dead.
Mr. Evarts understood that the present Alumni Hall, quite inadequate to its name, could.be usefully
devoted to other purposes, and he thought it should not stand in the way, if the plan he proposed was
otherwise acceptable.
Mr. Charlton T. Lewis advocated the foundation of a Historical department in the college,—a professorship and perhaps a lecture room to be devoted especially to the instruction of students in American History. Another member of the Committee proposed in this connection the addition of a hall to
the present Library building, and placing in it memorials of all the college students who have fallen,
also whatever of books, pictures, trophies, relics and devices can be brought together to illustrate the
origin, nature, and downfall of the rebellion.
From these outlines it is hoped that the members of the committee who were not present will form
an idea of the views which their associates expressed. It will be noticed that the erection of an
out-door monument like an obelisk or momumental column or fountain was advocated by no one. A
costly memorial was talked of, and a strong desire was manifested that it should be appropriate, enduring, tasteful, and at the same time connected with the daily life and associations of the college.
In accordance with the instructions of the Committee you are now invited to consider this important
subject and communicate your views upon it in writing. The letters when received are to be considered by a sub-committee, and their views presented to the General Committee, who will be called
together by the chairman.
An early response is obviously important.
Very respectfully yours,
D. C. GILMAN, Secretary of the Committee.

YALE COLLEGE, AUGUST, 1865.
SIR
At the recent commenroration in New Haven, of former students of the University who have
served the country in the recent war, a Report was presented by Prof. Salisbury, in behalf of a
Committee previously appointed to consider the subject of a Permanent Memorial, in honor of those
from among our number, who have fallen in the defense of the nation. The whole subject was again
referred, with power, to a committee of twenty-five persons, who were requested to mature a plan,
determine its cost, and carry forward the necessary measures for securing its accomplishment.
A meeting of this committee was held in the Library of Yale College, Commencement Day, July
27, 1865, W. M. Evarts, Esq., in the chair. After a prolonged and familiar conference, the undersigned
was requested as Secretary of the meeting, to sum up in a few words the different opinions which
were advocated, and request every member of the Committee to express in writing his deliberate
opinion respecting the most fitting memorial to be founded at the College in honor of our departed
and heroic brethren.
Mr. Salisbury expressed himself as still giving the preference to the plan proposed in the report
which he presented at the celebration on the 26th inst.—since published in the "New York Times" for
July 28th, namely, in short, that there should be erected an appendage to the new Chapel about to
be built, in the form of a cella, aisle, or subordinate chapel, to be consecrated to our martyrs, where
votive tablets should be set up, at once, to their honor, and where other offerings of praise and
gratitude, in storied windows, emblematic basreliefs, busts, and the like, may be accumulated with the
progress of time; in favor of which he urges the greater lustre thrown around patriotic self-devotion
in its being as work performed "in the name of our God," and the greater power of impression which
all monuments acquire by their being placed where the susceptibilities are wont to be quickened to
sympathy with the beautiful and grand in character and conduct.
Mr. Deming advocated substantially the same views as Mr. Salisbury.
A letter was read from Hon. Andrew D. White of Syracuse, from which the following extract is
made: "A plan which I like much is to erect a memorial clock and bell tower like some of those
recently put up in Englam1,—for which see the Builder, Architect's Journal, &c. This could have
sculpture at the angles, could have a chime of bells, and could be in stone of difrerent colors. It could
stand near the chapel erected by Mr. Battell, distinct from it, yet connected with it, by a series of
cloister arcades. The tablet could be within the base of the tower or about it. The more I think of
this plan the more I think it, under the circumstances, the best. You can hardly fail to get a good
thing by it,—a really good thing. A college chapel, as you know, if precedents are followed, has no
tower and spire. Yet a college needs a bell tower, and it is especially needed at New Haven, with
your long line of buildings, to break up the monotony. * * * Again, there is not so much risk in
this design as in that of an allegorical figure with accessories. Such monuments are wretchedly risky;
not one in a thousand holds opinion twenty years; but a tower, if massive and large, would by these
qualities alone, even if we should err in details, always be dignified and imposing."
Mr. Evarts was of opinion that the leading purpose should be to connect the celebration of the names
and fame of the soldiers, which the University had sent to the war, with the continuing and expanding
life of the University itself. That an open and public Hall, at all times accessible to the members of
the College and the Schools, and to visitors, and seeing the needs of the annual Commencement festivities, was the natural and suitable shape in which this purpose could be best accomplished. Founded
as a votive memorial, and susceptible of every form of commemoration of the men, and the events to
which it owes its origin, it would not be a sepulchral monument, but rather a living and perpetual
home, in which the successive generations of Alumni should cherish and decorate their memories.

Mr. Evarts thought that the application of the church or chapel, used for the devotions of the students, to this commemorative purpose, would not accord with the fixed religious ideas of our people,
which were too thoroughly Puritan to tolerate the monuments and decorations of human glory as suitable to the House of Divine Worship. He thought that the respect showed to this religious sentiment
by the Committee, in proposing a separate monumental chapel, was entirely judicious, but he regretted
to feel that by this withdrawal from the frequented church, and for the religious life of the College, the
memorial proposed became purely sepulchral.
Mr. Evarts, for these reasons, was disposed to favor the erection of an Alumni Hall, of ample proportions and appropriate architecture, to be inscribed to our Soldiers in the War, and to be the receptacle of accumulating honors to them, and to all who may, hereafter, be worthily associated with
them, as taste and genius and munificence shall serve—to be the Senate House of the University when
the strenuous life of its living generations may feel the solemn and ennobling influences of its famous
dead.
Mr. Evarts understood that the present Alumni Hall, quite inadequate to its name, could be usefully
devoted to other purposes, and he thought it should not stand in the way, if the plan he proposed was
otherwise acceptable.
Mr. Charlton T. Lewis advocated the foundation of a Historical department in the college,—a professorship and perhaps a lecture room to be devoted especially to the instruction of students in American History. Another member of the Committee proposed in this connection the addition of a hall to
the present Library building, and placing in it memorials of all the college students who have fallen,
also whatever of books, pictures, trophies, relics and devices can be brought together to illustrate the
origin, nature, and downfall of the rebellion.
From these outlines it is hoped that the members of the committee who were not present will form
an idea of the views which their associates expressed. It will be noticed that the erection of an
out-door monument like an obelisk or momumental column or fountain was advocated by no one. A
costly memorial was talked of, and a strong desire was manifested that it should be appropriate, enduring, tasteful, and at the same time connected with the daily life and associations of the college.
In accordance with the instructions of the Committee you are now invited to consider this important
subject and communicate your views upon it in writing. The letters when received are to be considered by a sub-committee, and their views presented to the General Committee, who will be called
together by the chairman.
An early response is obviously important.
Very respectfully yours,
D. C. GILMAN, Secretary of the Committee.

YALE COLLEGE MEMORIAL CHAPEL.
DEAR

Si

:

The Committee appointed by the Alumni at the Commemoration in July, 1865, to consider plans for a memorial of our associates who fell in the recent war, have reported in favor of a Memorial Chapel, for the means of building
which they now appeal to all graduates and friends of the University.
It has been decided to bring the matter before the classes graduated since iii co, through the Class Secretaries, in
the belief that the appeal and response will be more readily effected in this way, than by any scheme of merely personal
effort. The character of the work is of itself a sufficient reason for calling on every Alumnus and friend of the University for a contribution, the largest that a liberal spirit and a faithful memory will suggest. We do not look for a narrow
estimate of the work, assured that each one of all the graduates of YALE will feel it to be a duty and an honor, to aid to
(
Iils utmost' an enterprise which takes hold at once of our pride and our affections. The object is of such a nature that
our appeal must. be to ourselves and to each other, and not to wealthy men of large means and munificence, who might
To them, in some measure, we commit the building up and enlargement of our honored

easily build a memorial fbr us.

University, hut to us, graduates and students, belongs, by peculiar right, the work of celebrating the virtues of the heroes,
who were of us and went out from us; whose lives and deaths we hold in abiding remembrance as a most precious
legacy.
Two years have passed since the matter of a memorial was brought forward, but it is earnestly hoped that the loss
of time will be more than made up by the promptness of your response to this appeal.

The enthusiasm of our meeting,

two years ago, has passed away ; we then recalled our losses, and no tribute seemed equal to the sacrifices and the glory
But to-day we have learned better the merit of their cause, the value of their services and the

of our fallen brethren.

blessings they saved for us.

To-day, then, our debt is increased, our tribute is over-due, and a ready and generous

out-pouring of our means—money, time, sympathy—is the only fit expression of our enlarged appreciation. Let no one
refrain from giving,, be the sum never so small. Let class vie with class in the amount of their contributions; and let us
not bear the reproach of allowing a work so full of inspiration to drag or fail in our hands.
A

be made of the names of all our graduates and a record will be kept of the result of this appeal.

pains will be sparcd to reach and secure an answer frem every one.

No

The number of graduates to be addressed is very

large, and it is hoped that this first appeal may secure the favor of a response at your earliest convenience, and be the
only one necessary.
All contributions in money or checks, notices of subscription, and all letters of inquiry, it is requested may be addressed to

MR. LUTHER MANARD JONES, Post Office Box 1426, New York City,
who has been authorized by the Committee to receive all contributions, and to have the general direction of the subscriptions to the Memorial Fund.
Very truly yours,

Secretary of the Class of 18

YALE COLLEGE MEMORIAL CHAPEL.
In accordance with the request of the Alumni of the College, expressed at the commemoration in July, 186s, the
Committee then appointed have (by those of their number to whom they entrusted this special duty), considered the
various plans suggested for a memorial of our brethren who fell in the recent war. After consulting with a Committee
appointed by the Corporation of the College for the construction of a new Chapel, they have reached the conclusion that
the wishes of the Alumni.canbe best accomplished by connecting this memorial with the Chapel which the College has
for some years past proposed to erect. Designs have been submitted to the Committee by several leading Architects of
New York, all of great excellence, and each presenting some specially attractive features. The preference has, however,
been given to that presented by Messrs. Vaux, Withers & Co., of which a description, is appended to this note. It will
be seen that an edifice is projected which, in size and arrangements, is adapted to the wants of the entire University,
while at the same time ample and appropriate spaces are reserved for special memorials of our fallen brethren, and, if
need be, for other monumental purposes.
Permission has been obtained fr ml Mr. Joseph Battell to devote to the Memorial Chapel his gift of *30,000,
which now amounts to about *36,000; but, in addition to this generous contribution, the sum of $iso,000 will be required in order to erect such a house of Christian worship as will be at once an enduring and becoming memorial of those
of our associates who have sacrificed their lives for the life of the Nation, and also a fitting thank-offering for the preservation of the Union, and the deliverance of the slave. We submit the project to our brethren of the Alumni of all
departments of the University, and to the many and ardent friends of the College, in the hope that they will respond by
prompt and generous contributions. The Alumni and friends of many of the leading Colleges of the Country, have
already contributed generously,for buildings and other memorials in honor of their fallen associates. Yale College was
foremost in the number of men whom she sent into the field; and those of them who fell for God and their Country we
mourn as among our noblest and best-beloved. Let us rear to their honor a structure that shall worthily express our
regard for their memory, and our honor for the Alma Mater whose lessons inspired them and us with patriotic and
Christian devotion.

NEW-HAVEN,

January zoth, 1867.

EDWARD E. SALISBURY,
JOSHUA COLT,
For the Committee, RICHARD S. FELLOWES,
DANIEL C. GILMAN,
I JOSEPH E. SHEFFIELD,
BENJAMIN SILLIMAN.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DESIGN.
The Chapel is intended to be a Memorial of the Graduates of Yale College who fell in the service of the country
during the late Rebellion, and this specific requirement necessarily gives the key-note to the Design as a work of Art.
Two lofty Halls, or Ante-Chapels, are provided, opening through archways in the side-walls of the Tower
Entrance, and only separated from it by ornamental iron screens. These two Ante-Chapels, with the Principal Vestibule between them, will thus present the effect of one apartment devoted to memorial purposes. The windows being
twenty feet from the floor, there will be ample wall-space beneath them for Mural Tablets.
This general arrangement is adopted in order that every one on entering the Main Building from the Principal
Entrance may at once be made aware, in an impressive way, of the particular intention of the Design, while yet no portion of the area thus set apart will be used as a common passage. Each of the Ante-Chapels is extended in the form of
an Aisle or Ambulatory, parallel with the Chapel Proper, from which it is separated only by arches filled to the springing line with light iron screens. The Chapel Proper, with its Aisles, will be lighted mainly by twelve large Clerestory
Windows, as shown in the general view, the small Ambulatory Windows being introduced rather with a view to their
being filled with rich memorial glass than to their serving any important purpose in the general system of lighting.
The whole number of sittings provided by the plan is eleven hundred, of which nine hundred and sixty are on
the Ground Floor, and one hundred and forty in the Transept Galleries.
The Principal Front of the Exterior Design includes the two monumental Ante-Chapels and the Tower ; and
this part of the composition is depended on to embody the memorial idea, the Bronzes or Marbles in the panels being
of a less personal character than the mementos in the interior. The exterior architectural effect of the Chapel Proper is
intended to be simple, and will depend mainly on the Clerestory, the Transept Gables, and a broad stretch of Roof.
It will thus be seen, that although the expression of the memorial idea predominates both in the interior and
exterior of the design, the portion of the building intended to he used for Religious Services occupies the central position,
lind has an individual charicter with which nothing else is allowed to interfere.
VAUX, WITHERS & CO., ARCHITECTS.
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