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Summer Program Success
Minority students at Hopkins give it high marks

by Jesslyn Ingram

“Harambe’, harambe’, 
peace, unity, together
ness,” shout 25 Johns 
Hopkins freshmen repre
senting at least two ethnic 
groups and a half dozen 
different cultural back
grounds, as they clasp 
hands tightly in a circle. 
This was the scene ending 
one of many cultural 
awareness seminars in 
Hopkins’ first summer 
enrichment program for 
minority students called 
“Valuing Cultural Diver
sity.”

From July 8 through 
August 3, 1990, selected 
Hopkins prefreshmen 
participated in a four- 
week residential program 
executed through the Of
fice of Minority Student 
Services, which focused on

pride in and appreciation 
for ethnic and cultural 
diversity, and also on en
hancing students’ per
sonal development and 
interpersonal skills.

“The [summer] pro
gram was an idea that ex
isted since I’ve worked at 
Hopkins, for the past five 
years,” commented Dr. 
Francine Z. Ashby, coor
dinator of the Office of Mi
nority Student Services. 
“The whole idea of doing it 
as a multi-cultural pro
gram was really new and 
just based on the fact that 
we have been seeing the 
changing demographics in 
America reported in the 
news...One of the biggest 
problems that minority 
students, particularly 
Black students, have in a 
predominantly White 
school is making the cul
tural adjustment. We de
cided to include in the pro

gram the kinds of cultural 
information we thought 
would help students to 
make an adjustment to 
Hopkins, build their self
esteem, and also get to 
know something about 
other people.”

Perspectives on Race Relations
by Ada Kanu

At Hopkins, students 
generally take courses 
because they will become 
useful at some point in the 
future. Students receive 
goodpreparation because, 
as Professor Patricia Fer
nandez-Kelly, professor in 
the Institute for Policy 
Studies and Department of 
Sociology, states,”... 
professors are at the fore
front of their own disci-

Funded by the PEW 
foundation, “Valuing Cul
tural Diversity” became 
the fulfillment of a pro
posal originating in 
Hopkins’ Development 
Office for funds to sponsor 
an enrichment program

plines because they are 
dedicated to publishing 
and research.” This is ad
vantageous to the student. 
How interesting and use
ful is a course in which the 
professor cannot comple
ment the course with his 
own research and experi
ence? Although Hopkins 
is dedicated to providing 
top-level and meaningful 
courses, some students still 
feel that classes about cer
tain subjects are not pro
vided so they may go to

focused on minority stu
dents. Describing the pro
gram which took one year 
in the making, Dr. Ashby 
stated, “It was a lot of 
work involved in putting it 
together because we

See SUMMER, page 3

Goucher or Towson to take 
such courses. Yet, sub
jects which might be beni- 
ficial for the student body 
and not just a small part of 
the student population are 
too important to neglect. 
The solution would be to 
allow, with some control, 
lest someone suggests to
tally meaningless classes, 
students to have some par
ticipation in suggesting sub
jects about which the gen
eral student body voices 

See PERSPECTIVES, page 3

Why the U.S. is Really in the 
Middle East

INSIDE

by Lorin Engquist

“The United States and 
the world community will 
not stand for this kind of 
unprovoked aggression 
and international lawless
ness.” “We have to stop 
this Saddam Hussein. 
He’s a modern-day 
Hitler.” How many times 
have you heard George

Bush make a statement 
like this? One might even 
surmise that he wac trying 
to convince the American 
public that these are the 
reasons for his decision to 
deploy troops to Saudi 
Arabia in response to 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 
And one would be right in 
thinking this. Lies, decep
tion, and power projec
tion: it’s business as usual 
at the national security

establishment.
Before we examine

more realistic reasons for 
the deployment, let’s 
spend a moment exposing 
the hypocrisy of Bush’s 
cock-and-bull explana
tion. As Alexander Cock- 
burn of The Nation said on 
“Donahue” recently, 
when you are directly re
sponsible for the deaths of 
over 100,000 innocent 
civilians in Guatemala, 
over

See MIDDLE EAST, page 2

■ Should Black studies be made a mandatory part 
of the early education of Americans? What does it 
mean--"It's a black thing. You wouldn't understand"? 
See The Modern African American, page 4.

I What have the educational gains of Blacks been 
over the past half-century? Have they moved ahead? 
See Viewpoint, page 8. Also in Viewpoints caring 
organization helps some of those who have had to 
flee as a result of the current crisis in the Middle 
East.

■ Take a look back in time at the life of a rebel, Nat 
Turner. See A Sense of History, page 12.
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100,000 people in El Sal
vador, over 100,000 peas
ants in Vietnam, Cambo
dia, and Laos, and tens of 
thousands more in Nicara- 
gua and Panama, you

stand on shaky ground 
when you call somebody 
else “Hitler.” As for the 
knock on “aggression,” 
the U.S. never seemed to 
mind when the aggressor 
was Israel, which controls 
the West Bank, the Gaza 
strip, and Golan Heights, 
or Turkey (Northern Cy
prus), South Africa, or 
(how could we forget) the 
good ol’ U.S. of A. itself 
(Grenada, Nicaragua, and 
Panama). Does “interna
tional law” include these 
nations?

The actions of the 
United States before the 
August 2 invasion indicate

that preserving Kuwait's 
independence was not a 
priority. On July 25, the 
U.S. ambassador to 
Baghdad, April Glaspie, 
had a meeting with Sad
dam Hussein. Hussein 
reiterated Iraq’s long-time 
complaint that oil prices 
weren’t high enough, 
mainly because other Arab 
nations — like Kuwait — 
were underselling Iraq. 
Glaspie responded, “We 
have many Americans who 
would like to see the price 
go above $25 because they 
come from oil producing 
states.” Then she stated 
that the United States had 
“no opinion on the Arab- 
Arab conflicts, like your 
border disagreement with 
Kuwait” and that “[secre
tary of state] James Baker 
has directed our official 
spokesman to emphasize 
this.” Glaspie closed the 
session with the question: 
“I received an instruction

to ask you, in the spirit of 
friendship — not in the 
spirit of confrontation — 
regarding your inten
tions.” Hussein re
sponded that Iraq wanted 
a j ust solution (meaning an 
agreement with Kuwait to 
raise the price of oil), but 
that its patience was run
ning out. “When we meet 
[the Kuwaitis July 28-29] 
and see that there is hope 
[in reaching an agree
ment], then nothing will 
happen. But if we are 
unable to find a solution, 
then it will be natural that 
Iraq will not accept death, 
even though wisdom is 
above everything else. 
There you have good 
news.”

The following day, July 
26, The Washington Post 
reported that “some 
[White House, State and 
Dept. of Defense] officials 
asserted yesterday that an 
Iraqi attack on Kuwait

would not draw a U.S. 
military response, but the 
United States would join 
in condemning such a 
move and would work dip
lomatically to force Iraq’s 
withdrawal.” Iraq then 
had its meeting with 
Kuwait, where no agree
ment on the price of oil was 
reached. The next day, 
Assistant Secretary of 
State John Kelly was asked 
by Congressman Lee 
Hamilton, “If there — if 
Iraq, for example, 
charged across the border 
into Kuwait and — for 
whatever reason — what 
would be our position with 
regard to the use of U.S. 
forces?" Kelly responded 
that this was a hypotheti
cal question. “. . . is it 
correct to say,” continued 
Hamilton, “that we do not 
have a treaty commitment 
which would obligate us to 
engage U. S. forces there?” 
“That is correct,” an

swered Kelly. A report of 
this exchange went out on 
the BBC World Service. 
Thirty hours later, Iraq 
invaded Kuwait.

One can draw one’s own 
conclusion about whether 
or not the U.S. wanted 
Hussein to invade, but 
anyone who’s ever taken a 
class from Johns Hopkins 
professor Steven David 
knows that the way to de
ter an attack is to make it 
clear to the other side that 
the consequences will be 
costly. The United States 
obviously did not send 
Hussein that message. But 
why, you ask, would the 
United States want to en
courage such an attack? 
Let’s explore several theo
ries on the subject.

The Popularity Rating 
theory: It doesn’t take an 
expert prognosticator to 
predict that Bush’s popu
larity rating would rise if 

See MIDDLE EAST, page 6
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concern.
Senior Mark 

Friedman,junior Ravi 
Veeraswamy, and Profes
sor Fernandez-Kelly be
lieve they have offered a 
course on an issue about 
which students are con
cerned: Perspectives in 
Race Relations. Milton S. 
Eisenhower Symposium 
Chairpersons, Friedman 
and Veeraswamy thought 
of this course because they 
wanted to create a sympo
sium that, unlike previous 
symposiums which didn’t 
have, according to Ravi 
“...the type of coherency 
throughout the semester 
that... [they] should,” had 
someconsistancyin theme. 
They wanted to focus on a 
subject in which students 
were interested; they could 
only come up with one 
choice unanimously: race. 
Both were impressed by 
concerns and questions 
raised last semester, dur
ing the discussion after 
Spike Lee’s film “Do the 
Right Thing” moderated by 
Fern andez-Kelly and in the 
Hopkins News-letter con
cerning race issues that “ 
... in the past... might not 
have been discussed.” In 
addition to the symposium, 
they needed a channel that 
would, as Friedman 
explained,”... give students 
[an] opportunity to talk of 
...issues raised by the 
symposium. ” Deciding that 
offering a course would he 
thebest method, they chose 
Fern andez-Kelly, who 
Friedman now agrees was 
“a logical choice,” to spon
sor the course.

When asked about 
meeting with Friedman 
and Veeraswamy last se
mester, Fernandez-Kelly 
enthusiastically recalled 
that the two undergradu
ates stated that not a lot 
had been done on race and 
that it was “important to 
offer a companion 
course[for the symposium] 
that would allow ... oppor
tunity for ...readings and 
discussions on the subject 
of race.” She was enthusi
astic because these stu

dents wanted more offered 
for education. This course, 
she believes, “epitomizes... 
what can happen when 
there is a collaboration 
between professors and 
students... and emphasizes 
participatory democracy.” 
She thinks this “democ
racy” is a positive result of 
the movement, during the 
sixties and early seventies 
at American universities, 
about the importance of 
compromise between the 
student and professor in 
“designing courses... re
sponding to the ... intellec
tual concerns of the stu
dent...” Because of the 
larger than expected num
ber of students, almost one 
hundred, that registered a 
short time after the course 
was offered, Fernandez- 
Kelly decided to play more 
than just an advisory role 
in the course. Despite her 
heavy worklo ad, for which 
she is grateful to have the 
aid of Teaching Assistants 
Alice Willard and Deirdre 
Royster,she was commit
ted to providing top-level 
undergraduate courses; 
and she wanted the course 
to he taken seriously.

The need to create the 
symposium and the course 
did not occur only because 
of the concerns of the stu
dents but also because of 
Friedman's and
Veeraswamy’s obser
vances of the racial atmos
phere. While living in 
South Carolina for thir
teen years, Veeraswamy 
observed quite a bit about 
racial attitudes. More re
cently, he has noticed a 
regression in Civil Rights 
by the Supreme Court in 
the last seven years, and 
was angered by the presi
dential election of ’88 be
tween George Bush and 
Michael Dukakis which he 
described as “very racial, 
very cheap” on the part of 
the Republican Party. He 
disliked the American 
public’s passivity concern
ing the election because the 
campaign managers got 
away too easily with creat
ing such a racial campaign.

See PERSPECTIVES, page 5

Mom?! Dad?! You're early
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really didn't have any true 
models. We were going ba
sically on our gut instinct, 
and I talked to a lot of un
dergraduates who were al
ready here, as well as some 
alumni, to find out from 
them what they thought 
this program should be. It 
did contain many elements 
that had been recom
mended to us over time by 
students who have had the 
‘Hopkins experience.’”

In cultural awareness 
seminars led by Peggy 
Crawford,the onsite direc
tor of the program from 
PEW, along with other 
guest presenters, partici
pants examined the his
tory, culture, and contri
butions to American life of 
four ethnic groups: Afri
can-Americans, Hispanic, 
Asian, and Native Ameri
cans, and discussed infor
mation relative to ethnic 
minorities. “I liked the 
lively discussions we had,” 
recalled participant Jon
athon Johns. “We had 
some emotional ones. 
They really made me think 
about other people’s cul
ture. There were many

things I didn’t realize.” 
“I thought the program

was one of the greatest ex
periences I ever had,” said 
freshman Andrea Et- 
waroo. “It opened my eyes 
to what’s really going on 
around me and instead of 
seeing it all in passing, I 
really stop and think 
about things now. Now I 
think about the sources of 
racial tension, where it 
came from, how it got 
started, where it’s going. I 
think that was an impor
tant perspective the pro
gram taught me.”

In a structured oral and 
written communications 
course taught by Gwen
dolyn Grant,also a teacher 
in the Baltimore public 
school system, students 
developed communication 
skills through reporting 
and developing a research 
problem related to a cul
tural issue. To teach stu
dents skills designed to 
promote personal and aca
demic success during their 
career at Hopkins, vari
ous University depart
ments, including the Of
fice of Academic Advising, 
and Dr. Warren Hayman,

coordinator of the 
Hopkins-Dunbar Health 
Professions Program, pre
sented personal develop
ment seminars on topics 
such as study skills, asser
tiveness, time and stress 
management, and team 
building strategies. “The 
program helped us know 
more about ourselves. We 
learned important values 
like working in groups, 
how to function with one 
another, and how to study 
and manage our time bet
ter,” said Dan Abdi.

Students explored cul
tural issues, first-hand, 
attending Caribbean and 
Latino festivals in down
town Baltimore, eating in 
an Indian restaurant, 
hearing poetry readings, 
critiquing ethnic related 
films such as Spike Lee’s 
“Do the Right Thing,” vis
iting Smithsonian ethnic 
museums, touring the 
Adams Morgan neighbor
hood and Ghanaian Em
bassy in Washington, 
D.C., and even taking 
Tango lessons.

“I expected to learn 
things about other cul- 

See SUMMER, page 5
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Black Studies:
Do they have a place in our schools?
by Richard Safranek

This summer I was for
tunate to have the oppor
tunity to travel in Europe. 
I was particularly fortu
nate because the changes 
in Eastern Europe af
forded me the chance to 
visit my grandfather’sand 
gr an dm other ’snative 
countries, Czechoslovakia 
and Hungary, respectively 

Before my trip, I had 
never really been terribly 
interested in much of my 
family background or its 
cultural heritage. How
ever, my attitude changed 
once I arrived in Czecho

slovakia and Hungary. 
Experiencing my cultural 
heritage first-hand trans
formed my indifference 
into pride.

While I was travelling, I 
read The Autobiography of 
Malcolm X. The coinci
dence of reading Malcolm 
X’s autobiography while 
tracing my family heritage 
opened my eyes to a sadly 
inescapable fact: I became 
aware of how embarrass
ingly easy it was for me, as 
a European-American, to 
know my own history, 
while it is difficult for Afri
can-Americans to know

theirs.
At this point I would like 

to preface the following dis
cussion by saying that I do 
not naively assume that 
having read Malcolm X’s 
autobiography makes me 
some sort of expert on Af
rican-American history or 
culture; I readily admit my 
limited knowledge. The is
sue of how African-Ameri
can history and culture is 
presented, however, is an 
issue that—although it has 
a greater emphasis for Af
rican-Americans—tran
scends racial and ethnic 
bounds, involving the com

posite American society. 
That African-American

history and culture actu
ally exist, are distinct, and 
deserve to be taught is no 
longer an issue open to de
bate. Most historians ac
knowledge the existence of 
a distinct African-Ameri
can history and culture. 
What is open to debate, 
however, is the poor 
method in which African- 
American history and cul
ture have been diffused.

The Eurocentric 
method of presenting 
American and World his
tory has come under fire in 
recent years, the most no
table case being Stanford 
University’s elimination of 
Western Civilization as a 
required course. The 
“new” way of teaching his

tory, which has its roots in 
the Civil Rights and Black 
Power movements of the 
1960s, and in the Women’s 
Liberation movement of 
the 1970s, tends to place a 
greater emphasis on the in
fluences and roles of Afri- 
can-Americans and 
women. While this ac
knowledgement is long 
overdue, it appears to be 
limited in scope.

Many colleges have be
gun to offer African or Af
rican-American studies to 
meet a rising demand, but 
at the primary and secon
dary level there is little or 
no inclusion of African- 
American history and cul
ture, except in districts 
with a large number of Af
rican-Americans. This

See BLACK STUDIES, page 8

It’s a Black Thing, You Wouldn’t Understand

by Craig Warren

Over the course of the 
past couple of years, 
shirts with “It”s a Black 
thing you wouldn’t under
stand” printed on them 
have become increasingly 
popular. However, one 
wonders if the people who 
wear these shirts ascribe 
to the philosophy to which 
these shirts are attached.

The statement “It’s a 
Black thing you wouldn’t 
understand” can be inter
preted in two ways. The 
first interpretation is that 
the statement is a chal
lenge to other races to 
attempt to understand 
Black culture and heri
tage. There is nothing 
inherently wrong with this 
interpretation. There is, 
however, the problem 
that this is not the inter
pretation that other races 
make when they see these 
shirts.

The second interpreta
tion, and the one to which 
most members of other 
races attach themselves, is

a negative and pessimis
tic one. What is espe
cially bad about the sec
ond interpretation is that 
many Blacks also believe 
in it and are in effect just 
hurting themselves by 
doing so. The second 
interpretation is that the 
statement and the person 
wearing the shirt, with the 
statement printed on it, 
automatically assume that 
any person who is not 
Black would not under
stand the shirt or any
thing else about what it 
means to be Black. This 
interpretation is wrong 
and if taken to heart, de
structive.

Blanket assumptions 
about Blacks are one of 
the factors which have 
and continue to impede 
our progress in America 
today. These blanket as
sumptions or stereotypes 
about Blacks are the re
sult of ignorance about 
our culture and our heri
tage. Now how is doing 
to others what they did to 
us going to better our po
sition? If you use an eye 
for an eye as your stan

dard for justice then you 
are just left with a group 
of blind people. If we 
wish to gain the under
standing and respect of 
other races we should 
show a willingness to 
explain our history to 
others and the statement 
“It’s a Black thing you 
wouldn’t understand” 
does not indicate a will-

Racism Free Zones
by Robin Harris

The first offering of 
The Sunday Experience, 
a series sponsored by The 
Office of the Chaplain, 
JHU was “Creating Ra
cism Free Zones”, an in
troductory talk by Bahati 
Ansari.

Bahati Ansari,the crea
tor of the Racism Free 
Zone concept, explains, 
“Establishing a Racism 
Free Zone means declar
ing that the school or class
room is a place where ra
cism is not allowed, but

ingness on our part to 
facilitate understanding

At this point, many 
would say that trying to 
make others understand 
what it means to be Black 
is next to impossible and 
simply isn’t worth the ef
fort. To some extent this 
is a valid complaint. It 
may be hard to explain 
what it means to be Black

where discussion of racial 
issues and problems is 
undertaken and encour
aged in an atmosphere 
dedicated to eradicating 
racism”.

The Sunday Experience 
began with the viewing of a 
video made in Eugene, 
Oregon where the Racism 
Free Zone project was 
originated in the public 
schools. The video told the 
story of a group of youths, 
participants in Racism 
Free Zone workshops, who 
decided to take action in 
their community against 
racism. The back wall of a

to a member of another 
race’ when the Blacks in 
America don't have a solid 

definition for themselves. 
I answer this by saying 
that most words have 
more than one definition 
and that one definition is 
just as good as the next 
one. Another problem is 
that many members of

See BLACK THING, page 7

particular store was being 
repeatedly vandalized by 
racial epitaphs and slurs; 
the youths decided to place 
a mural on the wall to cover 
the graffiti.

The mural was the 
youths' images of themes 
such as love, brotherhood, 
and unity. Discussing the 
mural topics and working 
on the plans, sparked even 
more dialogue on the sub
ject of racism in their com
munity.

Soon after the mural 
was completed and dedi
cated, vandals returned 

See RACISM FREE, next page
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tures, but I didn’t expect 
to go to cultural festivals,” 
remarked Elaine Johnson. 
“I thought the program 
might be all strict work 
and no fun, but we did so 
many fun things and 
learned a lot at the same 
time.”

“For the students, one 
of the most successful 
parts of the program was 
becoming familiar with the 
campus and its re
sources,” said Dr. Ashby, 
“and developing a group 
perspective. Getting to 
know somebody well with
out the pressures of other 
kinds of academics was 
helpful in making the ad
justment to Hopkins a lot 
easier for many students.” 
Participants agreed that 
the opportunity the pro
gram gave them to become 
well-acquainted with the 
Hopkins campus, as well 
as with each other, was a 
strong benefit. “It was like 
living the college life be
fore coming to college, 
only without the work,” 
commented Leticia Ro- 
driguez.

“The best part ahout 
the program,” said Carey 
Closson, “was making new 
acquaintances with people 
who would be in our class 
at Hopkins.”

“We got to form a com- 
radery with the other mi
nority students, that 

RACISM FREE, from previous page

and placed more racial 
slurs on the wall. Un
daunted, the youths soon 
returned to clean the wall 
and repaint where neces
sary. The owner of the 
store placed anti-graffiti 
paint to protect the wall. 
However, the youths said 
if more graffiti was placed 
on the wall they would keep 
returning to clean it off.

The very well-made 
video showed that every 
person can make a differ
ence in fighting the prob
lem of racism. Ms. 
Ansari’s message was that 
if you are not fighting the 
problem then you are part

would have taken longer to 
happen on our own,” As
trid Clarke reflected. “It 
was good to learn the cam
pus, meet faculty, and get 
some brainwork going in 
the research course, in
stead of wasting a sum
mer.”

“I think the program 
was great,” said Roberta 
Modeste. “I don’t really 
think I appreciated it un
til I came back this 
fall...and realized how 
confused I probably would 
have been without having 
participated in the 
program...Coming from a 
predominantly Black city, 
I didn’t naturally focus on 
other cultures, but this 
program gave me the 
chance to see what every
one else was like...It was 
ironic and nice to see that 
we’re all the same though 
so many people would 
have us believe we’re not.”

Linda Gillespie thought 
the summer program gave 
a similar message, but 
from a different perspec
tive: “I used to think that 
everybody was the same, 
that we’re all human and 
that’s all that matters, but 
through the program I saw 
that we’re all different. 
That doesn’t mean one 
culture is better or more 
important than another— 
we’re all equal, but we’re 
all different. It’s impor
tant that we realize this

of the problem, and we 
must all take the responsi
bility of fighting racism in 
the community.

Ms. Ansari’s presenta
tion was very dynamic and 
also thought provoking. 
The concepts of the Ra
cism Free Zone project are 
quickly spreading
throughout the country to 
many municipalities and 
educational institutions. 
“A Racism Free Zone ex
ists anywhere a group of 
people agrees to challenge 
racism and to affirm the 
full humanity of people of 
all color, faiths, and cul
tures.

and learn to appreciate 
it.”

“I didn’t come expect
ing very much,” said Ayan 
Ahmed, a native East Af
rican, “but when I fin
ished the summer, I was 
very surprised at how 
much I learned over that 
one month; how much I 
learned about myself and 
how fast I got close to a 
small group of people. 
Also, when I first came, I 
considered myself differ
ent from everyone else, a 
foreigner...but found that 
no matter how different 
my native customs may be 
or what language I speak 
at home, there were still 
other people like me. We 
thought somewhat the 
same, we argued, we had 
our differences in philoso
phies, but still we found we 
were basically the same. 
The program was wonder
ful.”

Michelle Cespedes re
flected, “I can’t imagine 
where I would be, or how 
it would be starting off at 
Hopkins without the sum
mer program...We had 
the opportunity to get so 
close in those four weeks, 
it made starting school 
much more comfortable. 
It gave me a lot more self- 
confidence, too, already 
knowing people when I re
turned.”

Tatiana Aguirre con
cluded that what was most 
important in her summer 
experience at Hopkins was 
“interacting with different 
ethnic groups and becom
ing aware that there are 
more to the cultures in the 
world than what’s just in 
my hometown. I really 
had a good time and would 
do it again if I could.”

“We think the program 
is great, strictly based on 
what the students told us,” 
said Dr. Ashby. “They felt 
that it was worthwhile. 
Some of the things that 
didn’t really seem relevant 
at the time are beginning 
to kick in now that they’re 
here and we hope they will 
continue to become rele
vant throughout their 
years at Hopkins.”

ALLEN'S 
BOOK SHOP

Quality used books-=in all areas of interest

Arts and Sciences

Sections of Afro-American interest, 
dealing in particular with the continent of 
Africa.
Also a large selection of the Classics 
in paperback at 1/2 price.

416 E. 31st St., 2nd Floor 
Baltimore, MD 21218 

(301) 243-4356

Return with this ad and get a 10% 
discount on any purchase over $5.

Open: Mon.-Fri. 1-6 pm
Sat. 11 am - 5 pm

PERSPECTIVES, from page 3

Although racial issues were 
not prominent in his for
mer schools,Friedman, 
while working on the 
Dukakis campaign in Bal
timore as a sophomore, 
observed some horrifying 
cases of racism which he 
explained is indescribable 
“until you see it first 
hand.” He was disturbed 
that racism exists so 
strongly in this day and 
age. Both agree that ra
cism is at an intolerable 
level. As Veeraswamy 
pointed out,’’David 
Duke[former Klansman 
and Republican candidate 
for the Louisianna senate] 
gets fourty-four percent of 
the vote in an election... 
that’s a very scary figure.” 
Because of this, both felt it 
was important for Hopkins 
to confront these issues.

Both are glad to have 
selected Fernandez-Kelly 
to teach the class; she ad
vises them well about cer
tain subjects while allow
ing them the freedom to 
include topics they feel are 
important. Also, they like

her approach to the class. 
She develops a rapport 
with the students by ad
dressing them by first name 
and attempting to estab
lish dialogue which she 
believes is important. In 
the class, she creates an 
atmosphere in which stu
dents are not afraid to ask 
questions or voice opin
ions. By no means does 
she try to “pussyfoot 
around” the issues of race 
and examines race issues 
on more than just a super
ficial level. While she 
acknowledges the existance 
of other races, she, Fried
man, and Veeraswamy 
agreed that Black and 
White issues were to be the 
main focus of the course. 
She feels that it is “... 
important not to pretend 
that the central issue in the 
United States has nothing 
to do with Black and White 
Americans...” In the 
course, she raises concerns 
of “limited knowledge of 
history” when Americans 
question why black Ameri
cans act as victims wronged 

See PERSPECTIVES, page 7
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Editorial
The BSU, NAACP, and 

NSBE are three Black stu
dent organizations that are 
open to all to participate 
in, and they serve as inte
gral parts of life for Black 
students at Hopkins.

Unfortunately, some 
students don’t seem to think

FROMTHE EXECUTIVE CHAIRMANOFTHE BSU:

As we approach themiddleof the semester, I feel com
fortable in saying that the BSU is off to a good start. At
tendance at BSU meetings is good although it could be 
better, and the committees aregettingalotofworkdone. 
As I ha ve said before, the main goals for the BSU for this 
year areUNTTY andbetter COMMUNICATION. While 
we have a long way to go in achieving our goals, I believe 
we aremovingin the right direction.

We have a lot of exciting events planned for this year, 
includingtheEventscommittee’sactivities,Parent’s Week
end, and the M.S.E. Symposia. It is imperative, how
ever, for these activities to be successful, that everyone 
attend them. I would like to thank everyone for all for 
the hard work that they have been doing to make sure 
BSU the best it can be. I would like to extend a special 
commendations to the Freshman Class for their undy
ing enthusiasm and to the NAACP for their expansion 
and continuation of the Garrison Middle School Proj
ect.

I wish everyone continued success in their academic 
endeavors. If you are having difficulties right now just 
remember that the path that is easy to traverse usually 
doesn’tleadto anywhere worthwhile.

PEACE, LOVE, AND HAPPINESS, 
KOBI

The Black Student Union
Perspective

Richard Anderson........................................ Editor
Ada Kanu, Jesslyn Ingram.... Assist ant Editors

Staff Writers: Jesslyn Ingram, Ada Kanu, Lorin 
Engquist, Richard Safranek, Craig Warren, 
Robin Harris, Ayan Ahmed, Kobi Little, Elaine 
Johnson, Michelle Cespedes.

Special thanks to Blake Williams, and to the JHU 
Computer Science department and JHU News
letter for advice and the use of their facilities.

This paper is published by the Johns Hopkins 
University Black Student Union. Please forward 
any opinions or comments to the BSU letter box in 
the Student Activities Office or Gilman box #2424.

that it is necessary to par
ticipate in all of these 
groups. If their reasoning 
behind this was because of 
lack of time, I would be in 
total agreement with them. 
However, more often than 
not this is not the case. More 
than once I’ve heard “I’m

a member of this so I’m not 
goingtobein that”or“They 
don’t do anything” or even 
“why?” Well the fact is 
that the BSU, NAACP, and 
NSBE are three distinct 
organizations with three 
distinct purposes and they 
each deserve the respect 
and participation of the 
Black student body.

The Black Student 
Union’s role at Hopkins is 
to unite Black students and 
provide them with a sense 
of community, to keep them 
up to date with events in 
the community and to make 
life for them at Hopkins as 
comfortable as possible.

The National Association

MIDDLE EAST, from page 2

he opposed a ruthless ty
rant like Hussein (and he 
is one). Presidents’ popu
larity ratings have tradi
tionally gone up when the 
U. S. sends its forces some
where to fight evil in the 
name of freedom, democ
racy, and all that is good in 
the world. This occurred 
after Reagan invaded Gre
nada and Bush invaded 
Panama. This theory 
seems plausible, but insuf
ficient by itself. Bush’s 
popularity was already 
high and the monetary cost 
($2.5 billion per month) 
seems to great for a few 
more points in the polls.

The Distraction The
ory: Before the invasion, 
a dark cloud hovered over 
Bush’s future. The gov
ernment was running out 
of money and facing a 
serious budget crisis. 
Supreme Court nominee 
David Souter faced a tough 
Senate confirmation, and 
nobody knew his views on 
many issues, including 
abortion. Federal prose
cutor Lawrence W alsh was 
preparing to reopen cases 
against Oliver North and 
other Iran-Contra figures, 
and possibly go after Bush

for the Advancement of 
Colored People is an edu
cational, political, and 
service organization which 
provides stimulating lec
tures, organizes protests, 
and works on community 
service projects.

The National Society for 
Black Engineers is an aca
demic and professional 
organization that provides 
advising and support serv
ices for students interested 
in the sciences. NSBE sends 
it’s members to educational 
conferences, hosts interest
ing seminars, and gives the 
encouragement that stu
dents needs to endure the 
rigors of life at Hopkins.

himself. The country was 
obviously heading into a 
recession. The American 
public was finally waking 
up to the fact that Reagan 
and Bush were responsible 
for the S & L crisis, which 
was going to cost taxpay
ers well over $100 billion. 
And George Bush’s own 
son was being indicted 
under charges of corrup
tion which resulted in the 
failure of and S & L, which 
alone cost taxpayers $1 
billion. All of these stories 
could be pushed off the 
front pages by a standoff 
against a notorious bad 
guy like Saddam Hussein. 
When this theory is com
bined with the Popularity 
Rating theory, it doesn’t 
seem that far out. It’s 
certainly closer to the 
truth than Bush’s “Won’t 
stand for aggression” line.

The Military Industrial 
Complex Theory: Ever 
since the disappearance of 
the “Soviet threat,” mili
tary leaders have been 
searching for ways to jus
tify huge defense budgets 
and remaining a world 
superpower. First ther6 
was Panama, now this. On 
the eve of the invasion of 
Panama, Gen. Colin Pow-

In an effort to increase 
unity, community, and 
participation in these three 
very important student 
groups, two things should 
happen. First, the leaders 
of each of the three groups 
should meet regularly so 
that they can coordinate 
their activities and discuss 
the needs of the Black 
community. Second, these 
leaders should encourage 
their members to join the 
other groups.

If the leaders of the three 
major Black student groups 
would use these ideas, they 
would present the Black 
community at Hopkins with 
a recipe for success that it 
could not pass up. ■

ell, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said, “We 
have to put a shingle out
side: our door saying ‘Su
perpower Lives Here,’ no 
matter what the Soviets 
do, even if they evacuate 
from Eastern Europe. The 
“Iraqi Thing,” as Bush 
might call it, is the perfect 
way to show how impor
tant it is to maintain a 
strong power projection 
capability.

The Oil Company The
ory: George Bush lives in 
Texas, where he enjoys a 
great deal of popular sup
port. Texas’ economy 
depends on the price of oil. 
An important source of 
support and political 
funding comes from the 
Texas oil lobby. James 
Baker is from Texas, and 
his whole career in politics 
has rested on a foundation 
of support from the oil in
dustry. The price of oil 
skyrocketed after the in
vasion, allowing oil com
panies to make a hefty 
profit, while the blame 
could be placed on Sad
dam Hussein. However, 
the risks involved with 
such a plan would seem too 
great. What if a war did 

See MIDDLE EAST, nest page
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by events in history and 
eompares the situation of 
European indentured ser
vants with Black slaves. 
“The situation of Blaek 
slaves is noteomparahleto 
the situation of indentured 
servants... they were 
markedly different...,” 
Eernandez-Kellysays. She 
further adds that one can
not deal with racial issues 
unless he learns the his
tory of events. Also, she 
emphasizes, resulting from 
her first lecture in which 
she allowed the students to 
“guess” her race which 
resulted in various re
sponses ranging from 
“Hispanic” to “Mongol
oid”, the difficulty of de

fining race “with some 
precision because it has 
been defined in many dif
ferent ways throughout 
history...” Later in the 
course, she would like to 
confront the issue of ra
cism. Fernandez-Kelly. 
hclieves there is a misun
derstanding of the defini
tion of racism when one 
says a Black person can he 
racist. “When we talk 
about racism, we’re not 
talking about prejudice,... 
we’re talking about the 
kinds of access to economic 
and political power that 
allows for the perpetuation 
of inequality...” There
fore, a Black person can
not be racist because he 
does not have the economic

Perspective

and political power to hold 
back from someone else 
based on his race. Racism 
will continue to exist, de
spite communication 
among races until, accord
ing to Veeraswamy, there 
is a willingness “to make 
fundamental changes in the 
structure of our society.” 
These changes will have to 
result in some type of equal 
distrabution of economic, 
political,and social pow
ers.

Overall there has been 
a positive response from 
the Hopkins community to 
address these racial issues. 
Currently, there are one 
hundred and thirty-eight 
students and more students 
are interested in register

ing, to whom the class is 
now closed. Also there is 
support from various de
partments, such as the 
History and WritingSeme- 
nars departments, from 
which professors come to 
speak in theclass; and from 
clubs, which give funds for 
materials relating to the 
class. There is also sup
port from those outside of 
I lopkins, such as those who 
are willing to be guest 
speakers at the Milton S. 
Eisenhower Symposium.

Fried man and 
Veeraswamy are both 
pleased and surprised by 
this response. Atone point 
after the course was of
fered, Veeraswamy ex
presses that,”We were

Page 7

petrified that no one was 
going to sign up for it 
[Perspectives in Race Re
lations] at all...” However, 
as one can see, the stu
dents were not turned off 
by the course subject. 
Despite the long hours of 
work,which is more than 
either student had antici
pated, both students, along 
with Professor Fernandez- 
Kelly and Teaching Assis
tants Alice Willard and 
Deirdre Royster, want to 
providethis course as their 
responsibility to the stu
dents and are enthusiastic 
about the future of this 
course. As Mark states,”... 
it will be worth it once it’s 
started.”

BLACK THING, from page 4

other races are incapable 
of fully understanding 
what it’s like to be a 
member of another race. 
In order for progress to 
be made full understand
ing is not necessary, but 
partial understanding is.

If we can show a glimpse 
or even a fragment of 
what it’s like to be Black 
to a member of another 
race then we’ll have 
something to build on and 
maybe some day in the, 
hopefully, near future full 
understanding will be

achieved. It’s like in 
math where you start out 
with imaginary friends 
and 2+2=4 and when you 
graduate from High 
school you know imagi
nary numbers and that 2 
squared=4.

On the lighter side, it

shouldn’t be forgotten 
that it is just a phrase 
printed on a shirt and 
could have no deeper 
meaning than that it’s a 
catchy phrase which sells 
a lot of shirts. The popu
larity of the Bart Simpson 
underachiever shirts indi

cates that there may be no 
connection between what 
is printed on a shirt and 
the philosophy or intent 
of the person wearing it. 
Just the same, even if 
there isi.’t a connection 
it’s still something worth 
thinking about. ■

MIDDLE EAST, from previous page

break out? What if hos
tages were killed? No, 
helping out oil companies 
at the risk of a prolonged 
and costly war would not 
be good policy.

The Miscalculation 
Theory: This is Alexander 
Cockburn’s idea, which 
appears the most likely. 
He surmises that Baker 
simply wanted to put pres
sure on Kuwait to raise oil 
prices; certainly Kuwait 
would not be blind to the 
possibility of an invasion 
by Iraq, andtheU.S. made 
it abundantly clear that it 
would not stand in the way 
of such an assault. This 
would force Kuwait to 
raise prices. So much for 
Kuwaiti independence! 
But Baker figured that 
Iraq would only claim the 
territory in Kuwait that 
Great Britain had appro
priated to Kuwait many 
years ago. Iraq has always 
made a claim to the land. 
Baker never expected Iraq 
to annex the entire coun

try, however. “By seizing 
the whole of Kuwait, Sad
dam overplayed the hand 
allowed it by the United 
States. The oil price went 
up, but the skies fell in,” 
writes Cockburn. Baker 
dropped out of sight for 
three weeks after the inva
sion.

You can make your own 
decision as to why the U. S. 
acted as it did before the 
invasion, but denying the 
facts is not an alternative. 
Even the State Depart
ment has not denounced 
the report of the meeting 
between Ambassador 
Glaspie and Saddam 
Hussein as a fake. The 
evidence is there, it just 
needs interpretation. One 
thing, however, is certain: 
as usual, Bush is trying to 
pull wool over the eyes of 
the American public. And 
as usual, he’s succeeding.

■
-Sources include:
The Nation, issues 10/8/ 
90,10/15/90,10/1/90,9/17/ 
90, 9/24/90.

Upcoming Activities
James Meredith, the first black student at the University of Mississippi 
will present "The Story of My Life: From Mississippi to Washington," as 
the second lecture in the MSE Symposium, "Dreams Deferred: Perspec
tives on Race Relations" on Tuesday, October 30, at 8 PM in Shriver Hall.

The NAACP in conjunction with the Office of Minority Student Services 
is sponsoring a tutoring and mentor program, "Back-to-SchOol,Stay-in- 
School" for Garrison Middle School students. If you're interested in 
becoming involved, please contact Michelle Cespedes at 338-5842 or the 
Office of Minority Student Services at 338-5435.

BSU Bulletin
% The next BSU meeting will be on November 4, at 7 p m.

The BSU's Halloween party will be in the Glass Pavilion on October 31 
from 10pm to 2am; there will be a 82 admission charge with unlimited 
food and candy. DON'T FORGET YOUR COSTUME!!

Congratulations to the new BSU freshmen representatives, Roberta 
Modeste and Jonathan Johns.

Trip to D.C. coming up on Saturday, November 3 including a visit to an 
ethnic restaurant. Call Margo at 243-4297 for details.

rH Comingsoon, Career day at Barclay Middle School; located nearby at the 
intersection of Barclay and 30th streets, students from the JHU BSU will 
be sharing theirexpericnces and ideas about planning a career. Call 
Tyrone Fillyaw at 366-7906 for details.
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Somali Refugees and LA CASA

by Ay an H. Ahmed

Looking at this building 
from the outside gives one 
no idea of what goes on 
inside it. There is no sign 
of the great generosity and 
love inside it. This build
ing I am talking about is

called “LA CASA” and is 
run by an organization 
called VIVE: An Organi
zation For World Refu
gees. It temporarily 
houses world refugees that 
are on their way to seek 
refuge in Canada. LA 
CASA is located close to 
the U.S.-Canadian border 
in a town called Lakawana

located in western New 
York state.

Each year, thousands of 
refugees cross over to 
Canada, through Buffalo, 
New York. Even though 
the majority are Central 
Americans, in the past 
years, 1987-1990, an 
alarming increase in the 
number of Somali refugees

has occurred. Especially 
in the past month and few 
weeks since the Iraqi 
troops invaded Kuwait. 
These refugees were and 
still are exclusively of the 
Isaaq tribe, which com
prises 95% of the popula
tion of Northern Somalia. 
In March of 1987, several 
conflicts escalated into a 
full blown war between 
President Siyad Barre’s 
regime and the Somali

National Movement 
(SNM), an organization of 
tribes who predominantly 
live in Northern Somalia 
and are fighting for the end 
of the present government. 
This was the result of sev
eral years of tensions and 
human rights abuses by 
the government against 
Northern Somalis. After 
the civil war broke out the 
government resorted to

See SOMALIA, page 10

Have Blacks Made Educational Gains ?
by Elaine Johnson

In a study of educa
tional attainment from 
1940-1981 by the United 
States Bureau of Census, 
the educational gains of 
Blacks and Whites were 
compared over a forty-

The

JHUCS 
MAC LAI

ROOM #229 NEB

. 15 MACINTOSH COMPUTERS 

. 2 PRINTERS 

. A SCANNER

Open approximately 90 hours 
per week and totally tree of charge.

Calloy^d of time to reserve a computer 
The number is 338-8412

Don't know how to 
use a MAC?

WELL
TEACH

YOU
The MAC LAB also has other equipment 
available for use by Hopkins affiliates

one year period. The 
results show that in over
all numbers, Blacks fell 
below Whites in educa
tional attainment. How
ever, it is important to 
examine the percentages 
of increase among both 
groups in order to evalu

ate true educational 
gains.

In 1940, fourteen years 
before Brown V. Board of 
Education, only 2% of all 
Blacks entered and com
pleted four years of col
lege, compared to 7% 
among Whites. By 1960, 
however, the number of 
Blacks completing four 
years of college had 
doubled, increasing to 4% 
whereas the number of 
Whites completing four 
years of college increased 
by 42%. This increase 
among Blacks might be 
attributed to the Civil 
Rights Movement and the 
legal successes during this 
period. In 1970, the 
number of Black college 
graduates increased by 
33% during the previous 
ten-year period compared 
to 29% among Whites. 
And in 1981 the number 
of Black graduates again 
doubled and the number 
of White graduates in
creased by a repeated 
29%.

Yet, despite the fact 
that the educational gains 
in percentages since 1960 
appear to be proportion
ally greater for Blacks, 
the actual number of 
graduates is significantly 
greater for Whites. For 
example, in 1981, al
though the percentage of 
Black graduates had

doubled since 1970, in
creasing to 12%, the 
number of White gradu
ates remained twice as 
high, at 24%. '

As a result, it is obvi
ous that Blacks are mak
ing educational gains. 
Unfortunately, these 
gains are very gradual. 
In addition, the new 
problem of the Black male

BLACK STUDIES, from page 4

neglect of African-Ameri
can issues at the primary 
and secondary level is a 
flawed policy.

The justification for a 
greater emphasis on Afri
can-American history is 
fairly obvious to African- 
Americans. Although they 
themselves are aware of a 
distinct heritage, African- 
Americans have had to live 
in a society that has either 
neglected or outright de
nied the existence of such a 
heritage while all the while 
that same society has con
tinually expropriated ele
ments of African-American 
culture. It is only proper, 
then, that African-Ameri
cans are made aware of 
their history and culture 
through classroom texts. 
The justification for a 
greater emphasis on Afri
can-American history and 
culture is not just limited 
to self-awareness for Afri
can-Americans; it is also

as an “ endangered spe
cies” has begun to retard 
the process of educational 
gain. Consequently, this 
leads to a new question. 
Will Blacks continue to 
make educational gains?, 
And if so, will there ever 
be educational equality 
among Blacks and 
Whites? -

justified by the need for 
other Americans to under
stand African-American is
sues—a proposition that is 
greatly enhanced by learn
ing about African-Ameri
can history and culture.

Many Americans who 
are not exposed to Afri
can-American history and 
culture in school or to Af
rican-Americans in gen
eral, must then draw upon 
other sources to attain 
some understanding of 
African-American issues. 
Do we, as a society, really 
want opinions shaped by 
Willie Horton commercials 
and the “Bill Cosby 
Show”? Upon brief reflec
tion it is easy to see why 
such historical and cul
tural studies are impor
tant.

At this point I must re
turn to the main point of 
this discussion, from which 
I have briefly diverged: 
African-American history 
See BLACK STUDIES, next page
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BLACK STUDIES, from previous 
page

and culture must be incor
porated not from the top 
down at the collegiate level, 
hut from the bottom up at 
the primary and secondary 
levels.

As mentioned earlier, 
many colleges provide Af
rican or African-American 
studies. While this is good, 
it is ineffective if they are 
just limited to colleges. 
Since such college courses 
areelective, only those who 
are interested will take the 
courses. Making them re
quired courses would ex
pose more students, but 
then, not every college of
fers African-American 
studies and not everyone 
goes to college. That is why 
there should be a greater 
emphasis at the primary 
and secondary level.

Incorporating a greater 
emphasis on African- 
American history in text 
books for primary and sec- 
ondary schoolchildren 
reaches those who aren’t 
normally exposed to such 
issues. Whether they live 
in the suburbs, attend pri
vate schools, or are from 
Wyoming, such students 
should and must be ex
posed to African-American 
history and culture in or
der to foster greater un
derstanding and to raise 
awareness.

Many historians, most 
notably, Arthur Schlesin- 
ger, argue that moving 
away from a Eurocentric 
view of history and culture 
to a view of historical and 
cultural relativism creates 
the risk of Balkanization 
in a multi-cultured society 
such as the United States. 
While this is a legitimate 
concern, African-Ameri
can culture and history 
represent an exception.

Virtually all the immi
grants came to America by 
choice. African-Ameri
cans, on the other hand, 
were forcibly brought 
here, kept in slavery, and, 
when slavery was abol
ished, were denied full in
corporation into American 
society. For African-

"Dreams Deferred: Perspectives on Race Relations"
1990 Milton S. Eisenhower Symposium

The Johns Hopkins University-Homewood Campus
Unless otherwise noted, all events are at 8PM in Shriver Hall, and free and open to the public

x

Tuesday, October 23
Eyes on the Prize: Is the Movement still Alive?
Juan Williams, journalist for The Washington Post and author of Eyes on the Prize

Tuesday, October 30
The Story of My Life: From Mississippi to Washington
James Meredith, staff assistant to Senator Jesse Helms & first black student at the 
University of Mississippi

Thursday, November 8
The Riddle of Moses: Blacks and Jews in America
Taylor Branch, author of Parting the Waters, winner of the 1989 Pulitzer Prize for 
History

Thursday, November 15 
The Politics of Race
Susan Estrich, campaign chairman, Dukakis/Bentsen Campaign, 1988 
Jack Germond, syndicated columnist
Eleanor Holmes Norton, Democratic candidate for U.S. Congress in Washington D.C.
Ed Rollins, chairman, National Republican Congressional Committee

Monday, November 19
A Rap Session with Spike Lee*
Spike Lee, filmmaker
Ticket information to be announced

Thursday, November 29
Asian Americans: Silent, or the Model Minority?
Bill Chong, President of Asian Americans for Equality 
The Garrett Room, Milton S. Eisenhower Library

Thursday, December 13
An Evening with Maya Angelou
Maya Angelou, poet and author oil Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 
This event presented with funding from the Maryland Humanities Council

1990 Milton S. Eisenhower Symposium Chairpersons: Mark Friedman & Ravi Veeraswamy 
For further information call 301-338-8209

♦Tentative

Americans the theory of 
Balkanization threatens to 
keep Americans ignorant 
of the contributions of Af
rican-American culture to 
American society.

African-American his
tory and cu Iture can easily 
be incorp< rated into 
American and »,orld his
tory without running ’ic

risk of Balkanization. It 
should not, however, beset 
apart or “ghettoized” (as it 
often is), but should be 
fully integrated.

I do not foolishly be
lieve that placing a greater 
emphasis on African- 
American history and cul
ture at the primary and 

ndary level will be a

panacea for the problems 
that face the African- 
American community. Nor 
do I believe it is something 
that will yield immediate 
results. I do believe, how
ever, that a greater empha
sis on African-American 
history and culture at the 
primary and secondary 
level does provide a posi-

tive image for the African- 
American community. It 
can only help the society as 
a whole by dispelling igno
rance with knowledge, 
thus, hopefully, creating a 
greater spirit of under
standing and cooperation.

■
Special thanks to Professor Ron 
Walters and Michelle Bonner for 
their contributions to this article
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- Parents Weekend is Here

CANTILENA 
PIANO QVARTCT

SHRIVER IIALL CONCERT SERIES

Sunday, November 4,1990 at 7:30p.m.

Tickets: General $16 
Students $6

For information and brochrues call 338-7164

SOMAIJA, from page 8

genocidal tactics directed 
especially against the Isaaq 
tribe. Tens of thousands 
of innocent people includ
ing the elderly, women, 
and children were targeted 
in air raids that were sup
posed to be against SNM 
troops. Recently, Somalia 
became one of the worst 
four or five countries in 
the world because of the 
human right’s violations.

In the past twenty years 
there have been no free 
elections and the current 
government has succeeded 
in creating a monopoly of 
power, thus controlling all 
aspects of political expres
sion and thought; it has 
also succeeded in creating 
fear in the hearts of people 
as they witness the govern
ment arbitrarily imprison 
citizens for voicing their 
opinions. Many people 
have been known to dis
appear after government 
troops or secret service
men took them to prison.

Many have been tortured, 
women have been raped, 
and dead bodies have 
turned up on the beaches.

The numbers of 
Somalis who come to LA 
CASA vary. They num
ber from 31 to 67 in dif
ferent months. From 
July 1989 to March 1990 
close to 700 Somali refu
gees came through LA 
CASA heading for Can
ada. However, in the past 
month of August, up to 
150 refugees came 
through during any given 
weekend. This dramatic 
increase was the result of 
the Middle East conflict. 
When Iraq invaded Ku
wait, many Somalis who 
worked in the Kuwaiti oil 
fields left on their own 
fearing deportation back 
to Somalia or persecution 
by Iraqi troeps due to the 
fact that Iraq is President 
Barre’s biggest supporter 
in the Middle East.

One wonders why all 
these people would go to 
Canada, through the

by Richard Anderson

Once each year during the 
fall semester, Johns Hopkins 
University hosts its Parent’s 
Weekend. Thisyearitissched- 
uledtobeheldon theweekend 
ofOctober26-28. Parents are 
invited to attend activities that 
various administrative and 
studentgroupshaveprepared 
to bring them up to date on 
whatis happeninghere at the 
university. Parents of fresh
men, in particular, are en
couraged to attend since the 
weekend alsoprovides a good 
opportunityforthemtocatch 
upwiththeprogresstheirchil- 
dren have made during the 
firstfewmonths of college.

Thisyear, asin thepast, the 
Black Student Union will be 
oneofthestudentgroupsspon- 
soringan event. On Saturday 
evening, the27th, startingat 
approximately 6:00 p.m., 
there willbeaprogram of live 
music and other forms of en
tertainment in the AMR I 
Multipurpose Room. There 
will also be plenty of time for 
informalconversationandre- 
laxation as well as food and 
beverages for refreshment.

U.S., and not stay here. 
Canada is internationally 
known as one of the most 
humanitarian nations in 
the world. The U.S. is 
known to favor refugees 
from countries that are not 
on good diplomatic terms 
with the U.S. A favored or 
friendly nation’s refugees 
stand a good chances of not 
being accepted as refugees. 
However, I believe this 
policy is changing due to 
the efforts of Congress and 
the work of organizations 
such as Amnesty Interna
tional, African Watch and 
other human rights organi
zations.

At LA CASA refugees 
receive a place to stay while 
they await permission to 
enter Canada, appropriate 
clothing, and medical at
tention. Canadian court- 
appointed lawyers come 
and visit the refugees to get

Fea t u red gro u ps w i 11 be t h e 
HopkinsGospcl Choi rand 
the Spread the Word 
Jazztet. Finally, a brief 
stepshow by thcBlack fra
ternities and sororitieson 
campus as well as a few 
words from black student 
leaders will round out the 
program.

Theadministrationwill 
be sponsoring a series of 
events designed to i nform 
parents aboutthevarious 
social, financial, aca
demic, and administrative 
aspects of the university. 
On Friday, classes will he 
open for observation by 
parents, andon Saturday 
tours of the campus, in
cluding Athletic Center, 
computer facilities, and 
Book Center, will be pro
vided. The Deans of the 
School of Arts and Sci
ences, Schoolof Engineer
ing, and Homewood 
SchoolsServieeswillspeak 
on Saturday at 9:30 a.m. 
and Dr. Alan Barnes^ As
sociate Director of Coun
seling and Psychiatric 
Services, will discuss the 
transitiontocollegelifeand

their stories and prepare 
for their court hearing. 
The average stay at the 
house is two weeks, but 
due to the numbers of 
people applying one can 
wait for up to a month. 
The refugees get every 
thing they need there and 
are taken on trips around 
western New York. The 
house is run by volunteers 
and nuns spend most of 
their time taking care of 
these people. The food, 
clothes, toys, and almost 
everything else are do
nated by the community 
or given by local organiza
tions.

This is a world full of 
refugees and there are not 
very many places or people 
dedicated to help them. 
Refugees come to LA 
CASA distrustful and 
afraid of the workers, and 
most leave probably grate-

itsimpacton familiesat J 0:45 
a.m. and 1J :45 a.m. Ellen 
Frisbberg, DirectorofStu- 
dent Financial Services, will 
present the latest informa
tion on financial aid also at 
J0:45a.m. and 11:45a.m., 
andParent/StudentForums 
will be held from 10:45a.m. 
to 12:45p.m. toprovidestu- 
d en ts a n d pa ren ts a n op po r- 
tunitv to learn aboutdiffer- 
entaspectsoflifeat Hopkins.

Inadifferentvein, the Phi 
Psi 500 will be held from 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on 
Gilman Quad and the Blue 
Jays football squad will go 
against Dickinson at 1:30 
p.m. The Hopkins Sym
phony Orchestra will be 
havingachamberconcertat 

8:00 p.m. in the Garrett 
Room in Eisenhower Li
brary, and at 9:00 p.m. a 
Coffeehouse featuring stu- 
dentperformerswillbeheld 
intheGreatllall.

This is only asamplingof 
the many events to be held 
thisweekend. Takeadvan- 
tage of the opportunity to 
invite your parents and take 
abreakfromthebooks.

ful, though frustrated that 
they cannot do any thing 
to repay the kind and 
generous people who 
helped them in their hour 
of need.

Here is a passage from 
the Bible that Muslims and 
people of other religions 
can identify with.

WHEN ALIENS RE
SIDE WITH YOU IN 
YOUR LAND, DO NOT 
MOLEST THEM. YOU 
SHALL TREAT THE 
ALIENS WHO RESIDE 
WITH YOU NO DIF- 
FERNTLY THAN THE 
NATIVES BORN
AMOUNG YOU. HAVE 
THE SAME LOVE FOR 
THEM AS FOR YOUR
SELVES: FOR YOU TOO 
WERE ONCE ALIENS IN 
THE LAND OF EGYPT. 
(Lev. 19: 33-34.)
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Some say that college is a trip 
from the real world. 

Unfortunately for many, tire trip 
is just too real.
“The level of bigoted violence has 

reached epidemic levels in
ci, America,”

■** Gay-right*supporter* ^te«t

at#

A NEW MIX
The members of the Human Relations and Campus Diversity (HRCD) 
committee would like to introduce ourselves. We are students of 
diverse race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, and religion at 
Hopkins. We plan to work with students, faculty, and administration 
to help celebrate this diversity. We hope that you will take part in 
our activities this fall and we look forward to getting your input. 
Contact HRCD through the Office of Minority Student Services, 
Levering Hall.

homophobia on campusX
\A>z

- ** ““X
•Am

Back to School, Stay in School

\w

by Michelle Cespedes

The Youth chapter of the 
NAACP of Johns Hopkins 
University, in conjunction 
with the Office of Minority 
Student Affairs, would like 
to introduce to you the Gar
rison Middle School Tuto
rial-Mentor Program. This 
is only the second year that 
the project has been in ef
fect, but this year promises

to be successful.
On Saturday, October

13, a reception was held to 
kick off this year’s program. 
The reception was attended 
by Dr. Francine Ashby, fac
ulty advisor of the NAACP, 
and Dr. Richardson, presi
dent of Johns Hopkins Uni
versity. Itwas also attended 
by Andrew \ and Lorraine 
Kellum, principal and as

Perspective

sistant principal of Garri
son, as well as local NAACP 
officials. The reception was 
intended to acquaint the 
parents of the mentees with 
the program as well as meet 
their children’s mentors. 
The parents were also a 
short tour of the campus 
and athletic center. The 
reception was a great suc
cess.

Last year the Garrison 
“Back-to-School, Stay-in- 
School” program consisted 
solely of the tutorial pro
gram. This year the Garri
son project is fourfold and 
more well-rounded in its 
endeavor to motivate these 

young children to stay in 
school and make successes 
of themselves.

The first component is 
the tutorial program. Stu
dent volunteers from 
Hopkins will travel to the 
Garrison Middle School, a

Page 11
grade school in the Balti
more area on Mondays 
through Thursdays to tu
tor approximately forty 
sixth grade students. Tu
toring will be given in the 
areasof English, math, and 
the sciences as well as in 
thesocial sciences, French, 
and Spanish. There will he 
at least three tutors a day 
between the hours of 2:30 
and 4:30 and at least one 
available for individual 
attention for students who 
request it.

The second facet of the 
project is the mentor pro
gram. The same students 
who are being tutored will 
each be assigned an indi
vidual mentor. The job of 
the mentor is to serve as a 
“big brother/big sister” by 
keeping close personal 
contact as well as keeping 
up with the student’s prog
ress. We ask that the 
men tors con tact the student 
at least once a week, get to 
know the parents, and invite 
the students to participate
in activities with their 
mentors.

The third dimension to 
the project is the Cultural 
Awareness program. In this 

part we will attempt to 
enlighten them about their 
history and culture and also 
make them take pride in 
who they are. We have 
invited various black or
ganizations of Johns 
Hopkins University to make 
a presentation or a work
shop in order to achieve 

this goal.
The final component is 

the basketball program 
initiated by the J11U chap
ter of Kappa Alpha Psi. 
On Saturdays between 12 
and 3 in the Hopkins Ath
letic Center, approximately 
40 boys from Garrison will 
be coached in therudiments 
of the game of basketball as 
well as get a chance to par

ticipate in tournaments.
If you are interested in 

being a tutor or would like 

to be involved in any way, 
you may contact Michelle 
Cespedes, one of the stu
dent coordinators, at 338- 
5842, AMRII box 2099, or 
the Office of Minority of 
Student Services. ■
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A SENSE OF HISTORY

The Rebel Nat Turner
Afterward, whi te a u thori- 

ties described liim as a small 
man with “distinct African 
features.” Though his shoul
ders were broad from work 
in the fields, he was short, 
slender, and a little knock- 
kneed, with thin hair, a 
complexion like black pearl, 
and large deep-set eyes. He 
wore a mustache and culti
vated a tuft of whiskers under 
his lower lip. Before that 
fatefulAugustdaywhiteswho 
knew Nat Turner thought 
him harmless, even though 
he was intelligent and did 
gabble on about strange re
ligious powers. Among the 
slaves, though, he enjoyed 
a powerful influence as an 
exhorter and self-prod aimed 
prophet.

He was born in 1800, the 
property of Benjamin 
Turner of Southampton 
County and the son of two

strong-minded parents. 
Tradition has it that his

A Freshman Word or Two
\o! Peace everybody. ThisistheKIDin theplacetobe. Col’chillin’in effect. My man Rodney II. gave 

me the assignment of manifesting my feelings being a J OHNS HOPKINS freshman to the public at large.

Yo! Yo! Peace Gee! Word to ya’ moutha,
What it is homeboy, how ya’ doin’ my brother.
Let me break down my expectations 
My geared up, hyped up anticipation 
About my participation in the J1111 congregation!

All my life I have been striving to improve myself. . . .My desire to “rise up to the top” all started when 
1 was 4. My mother insisted that my room be kept spotless. Everyday I would have to clean my room and 
be subjugated to the infamous “mother’s inspection.” Needless to say, the penalty for not doing a good 
job was not pleasurable. In fact, the thought of several not so ticklish “whacks” on my young and tender 
behind drove me into an insane, almost possessed obsession to keep my room immaculate. As I look back 
I laugh at how 1 used to wash walls and dust underneath tables and bureaus.

Somehow this obsession for perfection carried over into my everyday life. And I thank God lor that 
with all my heart! It kept me in school and out of jail. It gave me a natural high and steered me away from 
drugs. It kept me obedient to my mother and not disrespectful. It saved my life many times! Eventually, 
it put me through highschool on scholarship. It lead me to some real positive people and it turned some 
people off. You can’t please everybody.

Recently, it got meinto Johns Hopkins University. Thesuecess that has been bestowed upon me is amaz
ing when I look at some former friends and see the path they have taken. It is to the point now where I look 
at my obsession as almost a separate entity that guides me by way of a divine-like influence.

At J HU I expect to continue with this “quest to be the best,” and in fact take it to the limit. An oppor
tunity like this can not be squandered. In closing I would like to leave everyone with a saying that I draw 
strength from: “Strive for the top because it is too crowded at the bottom!” Now, if you’ll excuse me, my 
room looks a little untidy. . .

PEACE,
Jay

African-born mother threat
ened to kill him rather than 
see him grow upin bondage. 
I lis father eventually escaped 
to theNorth, but not before 
he had helped inculcate an 
enormous sense of self-im
portance in his son. Both 
parents praised Nat for his 
brillianceandextraordinary 
imagination; hismother even 
claimed thathecould recall 
episodes that happened be
fore his birth—a power that 
others insisted only the 
Almighty could have given 
him. Hismother and father 
both told him that he was 
intended for some great 
purpose, thathewouldsurely 
become a prophet. Nat was 
also influencedby his grand
mother, who alone with his 
white masters taught him to 
prayandtotakegreatpride 
in his superior intelligence. 
Helearned to read and write

witn great ease, prompting 
those who knew him to re

mark that he had too much 
sense to be raised in bond
age—he “would never be of 
any service to any one as a 
slave,” onesaid.

.... Evidently, Nat came 
of age a bit confused if not 
resentful. Both whites and 
blacks had said he was too 
in telligen t to be raised a slave; 
yet here he was, f ully grown 
and still in bondage. Obvi
ously, hefeltbetrayedby false 
hopes. Obviously, he thought 
he should be liberated like 
the large number of free 
blacks who lived in 
Southampton County and 
who were not nearly so gifted 
ashe. Stillenslavedasaman, 
he zealously cultivated his 
image as a prophet, aloof, 
austere, andmystical. Ashe 
said later in an oral autobio
graphical sketch, “Having 
soon discovered to be great, 
Imust appear so, and there-

iore stuaiousiy avoided 
mixing in society, and

wrappedmyself inmystery, 
devotingmyselftofastingand 
prayer.”

.... Sometime around 
1821 Turner disappeared. 
Ilismaster had puthim under 
an overseer, who may have 
whipped him, andhefledfor 
his freedom as his father had 
done. But thirty days later 
hevoluntarilyreturned. The 
other slaves were astonished. 
No fugitive ever came back 
on his own. “And the negroes 
foundfault, andmurmured 
against me,” Turner re
counted later, “saying that 
if they had my sense they 
would not serve any earthly 
master. His master was 
Jehovah, he insisted, who 
had chastened him and 
brought him back to bond
age.

.... There is no evidence 
that Turner ever read anti
slavery publications, but he 
was certainly sensitive to the 
despair of his people.... In 
F ebruary ,1831, there was an

ecupse oi me sun. me sign 
that Turner had been wait

ing for—could there be an y 
doubt. ... he gathered 
around him four slaves in 
whom he complete trust... 
and confided what he was 
called to do. They would 
commence “the work of 
death”on July4...

.... [Butit wasn’t until] 
Sunday, August21,.... [that 
Turner and his cronies] fi- 
nallymadetheirplans. They 
wouldrisethatnightand“kill 
all the white people. ”

.... In the wake of the 
Turner revolt, the rise of the 
abolitionists, and the Vi rgi n i a 
debates over slavery, the 
other southern states [besi d es 
Virginia] alsoexpanded thei r 
patrolandmilitia systems and 
increased the severity of thei r 
slavecodes. Whatfollowed 
was the Great Reaction of the 
1830s and 1840s during 
which the South, threatened 
itseemedby internal andex- 
ternal enemies, became a 
closed, martial society d eter- 
mined to preserve its slave-

based civilization at what
ever cost. . . . By the 1840s 
the Old South had devised 
such an oppressive slave 
system that organized insur
rection was allbutimpossible.

Even so, southern whites 
in the antebellum period 
never escaped the h au n ti n g 
fear that somewhere, maybe 
even in their own slave quar
ters, anotherNatTurnerwas 
plottingto riseup and slitthei r 
throats. They never forgot 
him. His name became for 
them a symbolof terror and 
violent retribution.

But for antebellum 
blacks—and for their de
scendants—thenameofNat 
Tu rner took on a profou nd ly 
different connotation, lie 
became a legendary black 
hero who broke his chains 
and m u r d c r ed w h i te p eo p I e 
because slavery had mur
dered Negroes. Turner, said 
an elderly black man in 
Southampton County only 
a few years ago, was“God’s 
man. llewasamanforwar, 
and for legal rights, and for 
freedom.” R

-taken from Children of 
Darknessby Stephen Oates 
—October, 1973


