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Interviewee: Louis Hughes Jr. (LH) 

Interviewer(s): Hadeed Habib (HH) and Carolina Garcia (CG) 

Subject: Life of Louis Hughes Jr. Part 2 

Date: April 5, 2022 

HH: Hi. This is Hadeed Habib and…  

CG: Hi. This is Carolina Garcia, and this is our second interview.  

HH: And Louis, if you just wanted to introduce yourself. 

Louis Hughes: Yeah. 

HH: And where we are and the date. 

Louis Hughes: Okay. My name is Louis Hughes, and we’re in our second 

interview at 2726 North Calvert Street in Baltimore, and I’m happy 

to be here, and I’m a year older now, so I am now 78 years young, 

and that’s a good thing, so… 

HH: Yeah. In the last interview, we kind of left off at the point where 

we had done kind of a broad glance at what your time had been 

like originally, during college, then as you were kind of coming 

into yourself here in Baltimore. But this time we wanted to focus a 

little more on specific stories that you have, like memories that you 

have of that time. And so I guess I just wanted to start out with, 

well, we were just talking about your relationships. That first 

relationship, what was that like for you? When did you meet and 

how was it having your first relationship after coming out? 

Louis Hughes: Well, it was great. Actually, I think I had a blind date was my first 

date, and of course I knew nothing about what to do, and how to 

handle that, so it was interesting, and the person knew that I was 

just coming out, so – and he was very nice. And we just went to a 

movie or something, and then you know, I think it was in a 

weeknight, and that was, oh, a couple weeks after I came out. And 

it was in the 1st of November, and when he went to kiss me 

goodnight, he shocked me, because static electricity. And so that 

wasn’t – it was sorta bam, you know?  

And we laughed about that, but I ended up meeting someone else 

at a dinner party, which I hosted my first day, dinner party I guess, 

and this was somebody that had said, “You know, we’re single and 

all,” but they thought he was too young. He was only 11 years 

younger than I was, but I initially, you know I was so busy with the 

dinner party, I didn’t have a chance to spend time with him until 
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I’d gotten everything in the dishwasher or something. And then we 

were supposed to go to a movie in Washington, and so I was 

looking forward to meeting him.  

And then he wasn’t sure he wanted to go because I guess I’m not 

responding to cruising, which is a way in showing that you’re 

interested, and then I said, “Oh, no. I’m very interested, you know, 

meeting you and stuff,” but you know, I had my first dinner party, 

and I guess that sorta threw me out of sorts and all, and so we went 

to DC, and I liked the movie, and I liked him. So, when we, I 

guess, started kissing all the way back, and the rest – we spent the 

night together and started a relationship, and he found out I did like 

him, and he liked me, so that was wonderful, but I guess I was 

using the model of my parents, like, “Oh, this is – like 

relationship’s gonna last forever.”  

It only lasted for a few months, and then of course I went off to 

Spain for two weeks, and I left in my Corvette, so it wasn’t too 

bad, and he had an accident, but he had it fixed by the time I got it 

back. I didn’t know he’d had an accident, but I think it was 

Valentine’s Day we broke up, so that was a couple of months, and 

I was devastated because I kept thinking, “Oh, this is gonna last for 

my lifetime,” and I was using, I guess, the model of my parents. 

And I mean they met on their first date, and you know, they were 

still together, and I said, “Oh, boy, this gay dating job,” and all my 

friends are going, “Well, how long were you all together?”  

And I said, “Just a few months,” and they go, “Oh, that’s a long 

time.” And I’m going, “What?” And so I had to readjust my model 

and all, and said, “Oh, yeah, you know? There’s no guarantee that 

relationship’s gonna last,” you know?  

And I said then I had to readjust me to what you’re expecting, and 

that, you know, it’s not guaranteed it’s gonna last. It’s what you 

put in it that makes the relationships work, and I had four other 

relationships after the first one, and each one of them were unique 

and different. One was interracial, the second one, I think, and that 

was sort of difficult because he was from western Maryland. He 

dated black people, and he said he didn’t really like them, but he 

talked about all these people he had dated, black, and I kept saying, 

“You say that, but I’m not the first person you’ve dated, black, so I 

don't know what the race thing – we should be able to work that 

out,” but that, like, when it didn’t work, and we were together for 

about a year.  
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He was going to cosmetology school, and after he graduated, he – 

when we broke up, he found his own apartment and moved out. 

And then the others, you know, were each different all in their own 

way, and the longest one was for five years, which is the last one, 

and that was – he was in nursing school at the University of 

Maryland, and we lived together, so like, four of those five years, 

and so that one was long, and we’re still friends. He sent me a 

dozen roses for my birthday, so that’s pretty good, and that was 

sorta unusual, but we talked about it, and his birthday is the day 

after my birthday, so we co-celebrated birthdays together. 

HH: Oh. 

Louis Hughes: So, we were a lot alike, and we used to give each other flowers, 

and in that relationship, one time I had to go to the hospital for my 

autoimmune disease. I was in the hospital, so we celebrated my 

birthday with some friends bringing Chinese food in, since I like 

Chinese. And then on his birthday, a nurse that went to my church 

said, “Oh, well, you don’t have to worry about being in the 

hospital on your birthday. You can order off of the menu, a 

special.”  

Nurses knew this, but I didn’t know it, but you can have a full 

course dinner, and they even deliver it with a tablecloth and a little 

table rolled in, and you picked whatever you wanted, and so it was 

like going out to dinner, you know? And that was neat, to 

experience that. So, we did consecutive birthday parties, and we 

remember that, both of us, so – but that was the relationship thing, 

and I’m friendly with all of them. The breakup wasn’t like, you 

know, we don’t get along. 

HH: Yeah. You talked about the gay dinner party, and I thought that 

was super interesting because the idea of these very specifically 

gay spaces for gay people to meet, it’s still kind of a new idea, like 

we still have to kinda fight to make those spaces, so I know last 

time we talked about how bars weren’t really your thing. So, what 

were the social spaces that you found, like dinner parties in 

Baltimore? 

Louis Hughes: Oh, okay. 

HH: What did they look like? 

Louis Hughes: Well, yeah. Well, you know, going out to a restaurant is not 

exactly a bar, and you know, you can be intimate and have your 

own space, and you can, you know, either going out with a group, 
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and in that dating process and relationships that I had, we did both, 

but we – and the last one of my partners, he came to visit. He lives 

in Dallas, and he was recapping, I guess, all the things we did in 

the relationship, so we actually went to a spot that he thought was 

very romantic, and it was in the inner harbor, and it was at a 

seafood restaurant, and you can see the whole inner harbor, and it’s 

over near Rash Field. It’s the Rusty Scupper, I think, is the name of 

the chain, and this had, you know – we got a table where we had 

the view.  

He did all of this prearranging for it, and it probably was a little 

different, because I probably – while he was in school, I was doing 

all the prearranging things. And he was sort of re-going back to 

that, even going to the ballgame, because the company I worked 

for, there was – every year that was an annual night that families 

could buy tickets at a discount. So, we went to a ballgame and all, 

and on this visit, he liked recapping all of those things. And so 

there, you know, I would find things to do, and I did socialize with 

my friends for birthdays and all, and across the years and decades, 

you know, I’ve had even a surprise birthday party since I’ve been 

out, and I was pretty social even when I wasn’t out.  

My sister, when she was living with me for three years with my 

nephew, she planned a surprise birthday party for me on one of my 

birthdays, and that was in an apartment complex I lived in. And we 

had a singles club, so everybody in the singles club came to an 

apartment, and they had a surprise birthday party there. But I'm 

pretty social anyway with friends and all, and in fact, I have a 

better circle of friends, you know, that we support each other 

through holidays and all. I used to travel a lot with the winter 

break, and I would go to Spain, Hawaii, Las Vegas.  

I think the last partner I had, I went to Hawaii with my mother, and 

that was on her bucket list, because she – actually, my mother 

thought when we went to London, Paris, and Rome, that we were 

going to Hawaii, and I’m going, “No, Hawaii is not any of those 

directions, you know? You should make a trip to Hawaii,” and we 

did. We went and we saw four islands, stayed on four islands, and 

went to those, but I went to a branch of my church, which is a gay 

church, which was in Maui, on Maui. We got to meet the minister, 

who his other job was a bartender.  

That was an interesting combination, so I actually got to go to the 

bar, and we actually got to go to church, and I think we went to a 

dance, an AIDS dance, I think, benefit, when we were there. And 

you could incorporate that in, you know, traveling, and my 
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mother’s very understanding. I mean, when I went out in Rome, 

we had a certain time we had to get our bags out for the next trip. 

Part of the trip, we were leaving, and I went out, and that was 

either New Year’s Day or something like that. And when I got 

back from being out dancing, or I’m just going out at night, now, 

my mother had packed my bag [laughs], and I guess your suitcase 

had to be outside the room, and I had gotten back early enough to 

put it out.  

I didn’t have that much to do, but I was surprised that she had 

packed it, but my mother, when I told her that I was gay, when we 

were in San Francisco, she introduced me to Sylvester, a disco gay 

artist, because she had seen him in Macy’s the day before, and we 

weren’t together. I think we had separated to buy each other’s 

Christmas presents, and she kept asking, “Did I see the guy in a 

full-length mink coat in San Francisco,” and I said, “No, I didn’t 

see anybody like that.”  

That happened to be Sylvester, and he showed up at the bar New 

Year’s Eve again, and we couldn’t get reservations in the straight 

bars, so I said, “Well, mother, I know the gay bar that I saw, they 

were having a New Year’s Eve party, and I think we could 

probably get into that,” because everything had reservations 

booked for months in downtown San Francisco, but at the bar, here 

comes Sylvester. My mother jumps up and runs right to him, and 

says, “I saw you at Macy’s,” and I’m going, “Mother, that’s a TV 

star named Sylvester, and you saw him on the Merv Griffin Show 

and all.”  

And she just sat, but I would’ve never met him, I don’t think, you 

know, if my shyness, but he came right over to the table, and she 

was the icebreaker, and I kept saying, “Oh, my goodness. Wasn’t it 

good to tell my mother all these things? Because she could be a 

part of my life, you know, fully,” and I knew that. I hoped that it 

would work that way because I felt very difficult in handling two 

lives and not being open about my relationship.  

And then my father had died by the time I came out, but I think he 

would’ve been accepting too, and I always felt that they were just 

that close to their kids that, you know, they would be supportive. 

And my mother was, and it always turned out some she liked better 

than the others, but that just is – or that was her choices and not 

mine at the time, you know? But that was interesting, the 

interaction of family and all, but it – and I did find out in my 

mother’s Bible that someone had – evidently she told someone I 

was gay, and they had given her all the Old Testament, anti-gay – a 
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long listing, you know, all of the Old Testament books and all, 

which were negative, or you can interpret them as being negative, 

but she never stopped that.  

I mean she was actually friendly with one of the ministers that was 

– well, the minister’s mother that was at a church in my hometown, 

and they were so close, they would go to doctor appointments and 

the pharmacy together, because my mother drove, and she didn’t 

drive. And so right up until my mother’s death, when I knew they 

would probably like each other, because I’d met her mother when 

she was a minister here, and when they moved to a church in my 

hometown, I knew they would hit it off, and they done did and got 

to be very close. So, in fact, my mother had visited the branch of 

that church before I did, and I always said, “Well, mother, I’ll take 

you to my church, a branch of my church,” and we went, and she 

said, “Oh, I’ve been here.”  

And I went, “What? When did you come to this church?” And she 

said, “Oh, I came with momma Berry,” Mrs. Berry, and they called 

her momma, and I said, “Oh,” and I think I even sent you all 

something about Reverend Berry, who passed. It might’ve been an 

obituary though. 

HH: I think so. 

Louis Hughes: Yeah, and actually that, I talked to Reverend Berry when she was 

coming out on what’s called a switchboard. We used to have a 

switchboard for calling in landlines, and this is all before the 

internet and all, and we had that service at the Pride Center that 

people could call in. And then I used to sit in, and Reverend 

Delores Berry called in saying she’s a minister, a black woman 

minister, and she wanted to go, know where to go and meet gay 

people, and I said, “Oh, there’s a gay church.” And this church is 

50 years old. It’s gone 50 years this year, so it was open two years 

before I came out even, and she went there, and she became 

associate pastor, and then she joined the fellowship, and she 

pastored churches all over the country.  

CG: Oh. 

Louis Hughes: And she was an Evangelist, so she traveled, and that that church 

has churches all over internationally called the International 

Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches, so there’s a 

Metropolitan Community Church of Baltimore, of DC, of LA, 

where the headquarters and other places that I’m aware of 

[banging noises]. Are you able to hear me?  
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CG: No. 

Louis Hughes: Should I hold the mic closer? 

CG: If you can. It’s okay. I can still hear you. 

Louis Hughes: Okay. 

CG: I do have another question, I mean on the topic of like, your faith 

and religion I feel, it’s really interesting because a recurring theme 

in our class is not only religion, but like, cultures and like, all these 

different identity factors that like, impact your identity and your 

safe space in your communities, so I was just interested if you 

could talk more about that and how important your faith is in 

keeping your identity.  

Louis Hughes: Well, the history in my family of ministry goes my great-

grandfather, my grandmother’s father, my grandfather. My 

grandmother’s has ten. My uncle’s first cousins and all are 

ministers, and my father was one of 17 children, and his brother, 

the 17th child, the baby brother, he was a minister, and I think he 

had three other brothers that were ministers, so I mean all my life I 

was weaved, and when my mother married my father, she had 

belonged to her church, but she changed and joined his church. She 

and my father were very active in the church. She was in a position 

called deaconess.  

It’s a woman’s service in the church, sorta like a deacon and were 

usually married to a deacon. Then the males in the church were 

serving communion and taking collection and all, and our father 

was a deacon. I had an uncle that was on the board of trustees at 

the church. So, I grew up in church. It was really big, and it did 

frighten me when I came out because I saw some of these churches 

that were very anti-gay.  

Now, churches of today have changed and embraced 

homosexuality and the Pride Center more, and actually they 

compete with some of the gay churches for membership, but I did 

find this church that I was referring people to and decided to go 

myself. And towards the end of my mother’s life, she had moved 

here to Baltimore, so she attended the church with me, and she 

would help me serve communion and be my acolyte, you know? 

And we would also deposit the collection money from the church. 

She would go with me to be my witness in putting the night 

deposit bank into a locked slot and all.  
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So, she ended up being very active, and when she died, I took her 

back to my home church in Virginia, which she had been a 

member, and she had a funeral, but I had a memorial service a 

month later here in Baltimore because there was some period that 

she was active in part of the church. And I think it helped a lot of 

other people to see that there were parents that supported, you 

know, the children, and I think it delighted my mother in turn that I 

was back, close to the church, that I found a gay church to connect 

with. She seemed to be very pleased about that, because actually, I 

think when you’re living alone, and you know, there’s so many 

negative things going on, I’d stop praying, you know, at every 

meal. But with her there, I went back to some of the things I grew 

up with, and even when we went out, we would say grace before 

we ate, which I actually had stopped doing that when I lived alone.  

So, I skipped that in the schedule and kept on going, but even 

when I got involved with the church, I hadn’t started praying 

again, but with her there, it sorta centered me, and that helps if you 

are close to the church, your religious background is close, to have 

a way to work it out, and a lot of churches are now more accepting 

and embracing and being more diverse. And in her church, one of 

her ministers, after my father had died, spoke out in support of the 

children in his church that were gay, like myself and other 

children. And this was a time when people were dying of AIDS, 

and some of the children had come back, and he was actually 

burying some of them, you know? If they – before we had 

treatments and things, because usually it’s a death sentence if you 

got AIDS.  

You didn’t thrive. You slipped away quickly, sort of like the 

pandemic, you know, until we got a vaccine. There’s never been a 

vaccine for AIDS, but there’s then treatments that people can live 

almost an undetectable life, so it’s sort of like you get diabetes, and 

you might need to treat it with insulin or something, you know? 

There’s some things we don’t get to treat with, like a vaccine, so 

we’re lucky that this vaccine –   

HH: Yeah. 

Louis Hughes: – you know, at least we’ve got it. 

HH: Yeah. I was just wondering, with the AIDS epidemic here in 

Baltimore specifically, how did that impact the community, 

because in terms of people coming together, like we obviously 

know that AIDS impacted the black community much more than it 

did the white community, so how did–?  
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Louis Hughes: I think of it more social, you know, in some ways, but – and AIDS 

affected both communities, and there have been myths that, you 

know, AIDS is a black thing, and this, that AIDS were caused by 

some white airline stewardess that flew all over the world and gave 

everybody AIDS, but both of those are untrue. And even my 

sister’s maid of honor in her wedding was a sorority sister, like my 

sister and mother are the same sorority the vice president’s a 

member of, and she was a retired schoolteacher. She had AIDS, 

and eventually succumbed to that, and in my talking to that – and 

she’s a cousin on my mother’s side, and in my talking, I told her I 

was a part of an AIDS research project, and so we got to talk about 

her illness and all, how she’s coping. But even her husband died 

young, and she had a boyfriend, that they even discussed it, and 

they were practicing safe sex, but they continued their relationship, 

and he was there right up until, you know, she passed. 

But that showed me it was not just a gay thing, but you know, 

anybody, it could affect you, but it was very dramatic and draining. 

A lot of people, before we got advanced treatment, especially a lot 

of my male friends, did die, and in some cases, poor reactions. 

People would not even go and visit them if they were in the 

hospital, sick. And in one case, a young man that spent a summer 

at my house, he called me when he was sick in Johns Hopkins.  

He’d come there to see if they could help him, and I went to visit 

him, and he’s apologizing that he was younger than I was, and he 

was dating all these different people, and he wasn’t like, you know, 

really, you know, just our relationship, and I said, “No. You don’t 

have to apologize for that." I didn’t take it that way, but it did 

touch me that I guess he felt I had betrayed some of his trust, but it 

was a big difference with he and I, like 17 years or so. And I knew 

he was just – when I met him, he was in high school, and I thought 

he was like, a college student or something.  

He was in a bar in DC, and he had a mustache, and I had no idea of 

his age until I took him home. They were spending the night in a 

motel, and as we’re driving down the street, he said, “Oh, that’s 

my high school.” And suddenly I hit the brakes and I went, “Are 

you still going to high school?”  

I had never gotten that far about really asking him what his age is. 

I just assumed he was in his 20’s, you know, and he said, “Yeah, 

I’m still in high school.” And I went, “Oh, my gosh.”  

I said, “Oh, tell me you’re a senior. Please tell me you’re a senior.” 

And he says, “Yeah, I’m a senior.” And I went to his graduation. 
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In fact, that’s how he spent the summer with me. He ended up 

coming back from his graduation.  

He moved from DC back to Baltimore with me, but then he spent 

the summer with me, and the relationship, you know, I said, “You 

need to be in an open relationship. We need to sort of separate this, 

because you’re different than I am, and I can respect that,” and we 

did. He stayed the whole summer, and I got to meet his mother and 

his sister, because he went to college to Bowie State, and his 

mother and sister met myself and him. You know, I came from 

Baltimore with him, and they came from DC where they were 

living, and when he first started living with me, he wasn’t even 

talking to his mother.  

They had this big rift, and he was living with someone else. I think 

the reason he came to Baltimore, because he was actually almost 

homeless and stuff, but no. His mother and I became close because 

we sorta had similar, you know, age and all, but it was sad that he 

ended up getting AIDS, and I didn’t know what had happened to 

him. And then for him to call me, you know, but a lot of people 

that had AIDS, the community sometimes turned their back on. 

Our community turned their back on them, but a lot of good things 

happen, and Hopkins is one place.  

They had a whole floor dedicated to AIDS, and a lot of the parents 

and families supported the hospital, and they had all kind of special 

care to go through the transition, because a lot of people just 

transitioned out to death. And our national organization, a black 

organization, National Coalition of Black Lesbians and Gays, 

which I was a co-chair of the board, we lost a lot of members in the 

different chapters, and we had some poets that were writers, and 

very involved in our organization and all, and they died. I went to a 

lot of funerals, you know? And it was very draining to see that, 

because these were people with talent and things and something to 

come, but anybody that got AIDS, and there were a lot of people 

that did, they didn’t have to just be gay, like my cousin.  

I had several cousins that eventually died. In fact, I had announced 

that I was in an AIDS research study, and the grandmother, her 

cousin, called me later on to ask me what would it – that, you 

know, what should she do to support her grandson, because he was 

gonna go to a nursing home. And I told her, you know, you need to 

support his mother, and help her, and relieve her, because then 

there were no treatments that were working that they had found, 

you know? And it was just a matter of time that he would maybe 

transition, but I knew there was hope they would find a treatment, 
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and all we can do is pray that, you know, that would happen, but 

no.  

That grandmother and I stayed very close, you know, after that, 

and she did. She went and helped her. In fact, it wasn’t her 

daughter. It was her husband’s daughter by a previous marriage, so 

the two grandmothers together supported the mother, and they 

rotated in relieving, sitting at the nursing home as he transitioned 

and stuff, so –  

HH: Yeah. 

Louis Hughes: No, I’ve seen it in my own family, and now, same family, same 

branch of the family, we have a transgender youth, and her name 

was Ella, and she is Eli now. And her parents, her mother has a 

master’s in divinity, and a doctorate in social work, and a law 

degree, she’s got all kind of degrees, and the dad, are very 

supportive of the change, and she’s pre-pubic. She told them that 

she wanted to be a boy, and her great-grandfather’s a minister, and 

the mother and her aunt are ministers, her mother’s sister, and the 

grandmother’s very religious. But the grandmother took Eli to see 

Toni Morrison’s mural down in the mural alley behind the – I think 

it’s the tower house or the motor house.  

There’s a mural alley, and there’s a picture I have of them there 

together, grandma and grandson. And I send information to the 

parents about conferences and things that I get especially dealing 

with transgender and all, so we are very close in that way. And it 

all started because this family has had – this branch of the family 

have had family reunions every year in August dating way back 

before even the book, Roots, had been written. They just did it, and 

now we do it virtually to continue, but it’s continued, so –  

HH: That’s amazing, because typically it’s like, with a family, it’s 

amazing with your family that the love that everyone has for each 

other kinda goes past what we would typically assume. 

Louis Hughes: Well there, I talked to some other people that were so upset about 

their disclosure about Ella becoming Eli, and I just said, “Who are 

you to judge?” 

HH: Yeah. 

Louis Hughes: That the parents and their support – and this is fortunate because 

there’s a high, high risk of suicide, and in working with youth, I 

found that out, and that is not the solution, and you have to 
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overcome that, and we have to overcome that, you know? So, there 

are all the naysayers, but no, I had a discussion with one of my 

holier-than-thou cousins about Eli, and in fact, Eli’s very 

protective. Eli wants to know are there other people that are on this 

virtual reunion, and you know, otherwise he didn’t want to be just 

a spectacle, and I could see that. I said, “You’re raising a smart, 

smart young man, and it’s just gonna be good,” and dad is very 

close too.  

I mean he’s right there. While mother’s getting degrees and going 

to all these schools and stuff and speaking, he, through Eli’s life, 

he’s been there, so – and he’s just a special person. They are 

special parents, you know? And not all the outcomes are like that, 

but I think there’s a lot of love with parents and they need time, 

you know? There are a lot of people making opinions and 

decisions out there too, but there are wonderful organizations now, 

like GLSEN and Gay-Straight Alliances that are actually in the 

schools with the kids.  

And they’re there, you know, and Maryland is lucky as a state 

because they have state gay rights. It covers all the counties, and 

then for the city of Baltimore, they had their gay rights bill, and all 

of them covers school, employment, housing, jobs, and some of 

them, even transgender rights have been added later on. There was 

some compromises to get some of the bills through, and I’ve been 

testifying all my life, it seems like all my coming out life, to get the 

Baltimore city bills passed and the state of Maryland bills. I even 

went on my 50th birthday, with my mother and my birthday cake, 

and took a 16-year-old lesbian, and she testified about the 

importance of gay rights.  

And we had my birthday party on the docks in Annapolis with my 

cake and all, so when there’s a will, there’s a way, and you can 

work it out. And that was the year my mother died, so I got a lot of 

things done in 1994. The bill for the state finally passed in 2001, 

because then the governor, Parris Glendening, had a gay brother, 

and the gay brother came out to him on the gay brother’s deathbed 

that he was gay and had AIDS, and he was dying from it. And the 

governor testified as a citizen of Maryland for the bill and 

promised to sign it, and he did, and the bill passed.  

He made a very passionate speech. Even I was on the testimony 

roster in Annapolis that year, and I didn’t know he was speaking, 

but he came in, and he spoke during the hearing. I don’t remember 

which branch of the two houses it was in, but it sailed right on 

through. It certainly gave us a boost, and we always had an uphill 
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fight in Maryland, whether the governor was gonna sign it or not, 

and there’s a way to override the governor’s veto if he didn’t. 

Didn’t have any of that. It took off in 2001 and became history, 

so… 

HH: And speaking of like, historical, lawmaking moments, we always 

hear about the gay marriage equality act, and how that was such a 

big, momentous moment for the federal – federal law to be passed 

of that level, so just what was your experience like around that 

time? Because we were too young to really appreciate it for what it 

was in that moment 

Louis Hughes: I’m still experiencing it. There was a period prior to that where 

people that join churches like NCC. There is a ceremony called a 

holy union, which wasn’t legal marriage, which people were doing 

as just a religious commission or commitment, and the – some of 

those people have not come back and redone the ceremony to take 

advantage of the law the Supreme Court did. We’d always try to 

include gay marriage, but it was something we thought it would 

take a longer period, but the Supreme Court decision on the case 

changed that quickly, and even I think before we got transgender 

rights added to the gay rights legislation on a following 

amendment to the bill, marriage equality leaped over that with the 

Supreme Court decision.  

So, some states had recognized marriages, I think in Massachusetts 

and some other states, but that hadn’t been done in Maryland. But 

that did change, but there are a lot of people that don’t believe in 

marriage (A) and didn’t go back and get that changed. I have a 

relative that didn’t do that, and we used to have these long debates 

about if anything happened to either one of you, there all kind of 

things that wouldn’t recognize your relationship as a marriage. 

And they had had one of these type of ceremonies and had had it at 

somebody’s house at a big event. And I think about 305 things that 

you can change automatically by being married and your 

relationship, and he discovered the hard way, because his partner 

died suddenly. And he kept saying, “Oh, I got all this taken care 

of,” and he couldn’t have, and I knew he couldn’t, and I found that 

he’s not the only one.  

There have been many people that didn’t want to go back and 

correct that so you would be protected, and it’s a little lovely thing 

called inheritance tax, and he now is facing a $10,000.00 

inheritance tax bill because of the houses involved and some other 

things, I guess, but it’s sort of difficult because marriage wasn’t 

always perfect or worked. The other thing is gay divorce, gay or 
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lesbian or pride divorces, which is a whole new chapter, but these 

relationships aren’t as easy to break up with because then you have 

to go by the law, back, and get the legal separation and come to an 

agreement. And that was even – non-gays takes years sometimes to 

resolve, so it’s a two-sided thing, but I think that that side is to 

have a relationship where you were married.  

I haven’t had any relationships to even consider that since the 

splitting of my relationship, but it’s a new era. I still recommend to 

going and do relationship – not even marriage among non-Pride 

people isn’t guaranteed, you know, to last, and I keep laughing, 

because I say, “Well, look at Elizabeth Taylor. She had a ton of – 

she even married twice,” so you know, and she’s a Piscean, like 

myself, so I kept saying, “Uh-huh.” And I actually knew Aretha 

Franklin since I was 19. 

HH: Oh.  

CG: Wow. 

Louis Hughes: She came to my university, and she did a concert for us before she 

was crowned the queen of soul, and she told us about her two kids 

she had already had before she was 21. She was 21 and I was 19, 

and she’s also born in March. I was born in March, and that was an 

interesting experience. I hadn’t come out then and look at her case.  

Yeah, she has a couple of wills, and she had a couple of unsigned 

checks, and she wanted her money at intermission in cash. I 

remember that back in ’63 when I met her in a pint of gin. She was 

on tour, and she drank the pint of gin, and when she got the money 

in her pocketbook at intermission, and then she went and finished 

the concert, and she had a little trouble getting up in the evening 

gown she’s in. She bumped her trio piano player off the piano 

bench, and she took over the second half because she turned that 

second half into all gospel, which wasn’t what she was recording 

on Columbia Records at that time. 

HH: Yeah. 

Louis Hughes: But they brought the house down, you know? She found an 

audience, and she knew what to do to do that, and she’s self-taught 

piano. She taught herself how to play and accompany and in the 

right range and all that stuff, but – oh, and I have a picture of 

Aretha. It was in our yearbook. 

HH: Oh. 



Page | 16 

 

CG: Oh, wow. 

Louis Hughes: I have it. I’ll send it to you. 

HH: Yeah. That’d be great. 

Louis Hughes: But I cried all through “Amazing Grace” and cause, I always felt 

like I knew her, and I have pleasant memories about that, but it 

was something and a good time, good memories. But yeah, gay 

marriage is something that I guess everyone has to consider. It 

certainly does protect you legally, and even Judge Judy says there 

are no laws to common law. 

CG: Yeah. 

Louis Hughes: And so you know, if you wanna get legally protected, you should 

get married, and you’ll protect each other. 

HH: So, like, what do you think, because we’ve had all these major – 

the Supreme Court decision was massive for a massive win, but 

how do you feel, like, coming into the president or the future now 

when it seems like there’s a lot of people trying to work backwards 

on the progress that’s been made at the federal level? I mean less 

so this year, but in previous years it’s a very concerted effect, 

especially this year. We’re seeing a lot of bills being passed in like, 

Florida, Texas. 

Louis Hughes: Yeah, don’t use the word, “Gay,” and –  

HH: Yeah. 

Louis Hughes: Yeah. It’s sad to see, but history does cycle, and I think at the time 

I was an undergrad in high school, maybe we talked about every 

30 years or something, and I’ve seen the highs and the lows, 

period, of presidents, and you know, Ronald Reagan and Richard 

Nixon, and some real lowlifes, and when Trump was elected, I was 

on a panel, and I was saying, “This too might pass,” you know? I 

don't know how it’s gonna come out, but you can’t lose hope, and 

that’s true with AIDS, and it’s true with marriage and gay marriage 

and relationships, and I think this will pass too. It will get better, 

and the hate or hating and dividing of us in a way might make us 

stronger, you know?  

I just happened to look back and you look at what’s going on in 

Ukraine and all, but you – there’s certain things that were never 

settled. North and South Korea never settled. Every day, they’re 
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shooting each other across the demilitarized zone. Even if Trump 

went and jumped across the line with the crazy North Korean 

president dictator at that time, that didn’t settle anything, you 

know? The agreement he signed in big letters isn’t worth the paper 

he wrote on it. It’s only four pages long, so it couldn’t have 

covered anything, but Trump is gone, at least now, and look what 

he tried to do to our democracy.  

And it shows that I guess we were tried, and these things will come 

even from Abraham Lincoln and George Washington and our ups 

and downs in history. Sometimes I think we get stronger by having 

a challenge and not having everything to go perfect, so I never lose 

faith, and I always, you know, look on the bright side that if we 

can survive Donald Trump, we can survive anything, you know? I 

actually did cry on the insurrection because I’ve been in the halls 

of the Capitol and taken tours. I visited Rosa Parks’ body when it 

was lying in state, and I just never thought I’d live to see anything 

like, you know, the people falling for the untruth and all, but I 

realize anybody that’s stood up and said, “The president,” or he 

was the candidate for president, “wasn’t born in the United States,” 

I knew was a bald-faced liar, you know?  

This man could lie and did lie, and he’s wrote the book about, you 

know, lying about everything, and now they’re finding out, 

because they really get to look at his taxes, he’s – he’s not even a 

millionaire, so all of that stuff I figured, you know, this too will 

pass, and hopefully our history will be to look back and say, “We 

got through this,” you know? And I think and I hope that we will, 

and that it is a refreshing thing to see in Joe Biden and the recovery 

from the pandemic, you know, so maybe we need to go through the 

pandemic and clear out some of this garbage that’s out there and 

then be able to appreciate things for some period of time in the 

future, and I don’t think it’s the end. I think we’re about to have 

the first black woman Supreme Court justice.  

And this woman is superb, and she’s a rock of Gibraltar, you 

know, and I was even shocked to find out she’s in an interracial 

marriage, you know, and then somewhere, by marriage, she’s 

related to Paul Ryan. Her twin brother-in-law is married to 

somebody that’s either Paul Ryan’s wife’s family or somebody’s 

family, but – and this, we don’t like to find the slaveowner that, by 

DNA – that was by marriage, you know? So that’s hilarious, and 

that she was recognized. Her daughter wrote a letter to Obama 

when he was nominating people that she should be nominating her 

for the Supreme Court, and so –  
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HH: Well, she was.  

CG: Yeah. 

Louis Hughes: Hey, you know? Everybody can’t be wrong. Everybody saw that 

she’s going places, and I guess her husband saw it too, you know?. 

He says, “I’m gonna marry this woman. She’s gonna change the 

world.” 

HH: Yeah, so with this kind of cycle that we keep seeing where every 

30 years we kind of repeat – we have to go through these 

challenges again. What do you think is the best way to break the 

cycle so that we don’t have to go through these horrible periods to 

get to a better future? 

Louis Hughes: I don't know sometimes, you know? I have to keep faith that God 

knows we can handle some of this, and that, you know, and then 

like I say, that going through some of these things makes us 

stronger. I mean you look at immigration, and you’re from 

countries that came in, and I’m from countries that came in and 

were struggling, and you know, people died getting here and their 

sacrifice and all. And you know, I do appreciate everything that 

they’ve done, and I’ve seen integration change some things, and I 

grew up in segregated schools in northern Virginia in the ‘50s, and 

some of my classmates actually integrated some of the schools in 

Norfolk.  

And I actually went with an ex-girlfriend to a tenth anniversary of 

her high school graduation, and her classmates came and 

apologized for some of the horrible things that their parents and 

themselves were told to do to her to make her give up her effort to 

get, you know, an education equally, and she went just to say, 

“Hey, I went through this.” I didn’t know what they were exactly, 

but when the people started coming up and apologizing, saying 

that I’m teaching my kids not to do that, you know, scrap with 

grandma and grandpa, speaking out it’s wrong. And I was shocked 

because some of the things they didn’t come back and tell us.  

We did everything to help them get through high school. We 

shared our dances, our proms, because all of that was stopped to 

punish them for trying to integrate the schools. And so I guess 

maybe having that and seeing it on both sides gives me better 

equipment to not lose faith that it just takes time, and it will get 

better, and certainly you’ll be able to appreciate it after 45, being 

the president, you know? You’ll really appreciate somebody that’s 

decent, you know? And so it’s not a bad thing to realize that Joe is 
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there, and people said he was too old and all these other things, but 

hey, he seems to be better old than any stuff that we could get out 

of some of the other choices we had, so I’m glad, and I think he’s 

doing a wonderful job. We should be able to look back at history 

and see –  

CG: Yeah. 

Louis Hughes: – that, you know, he came here to save us from our misery, and I 

honestly believe that in many ways, and he’s only been in one 

year. And this, you’re doing things virtually and some other things, 

and it’ll be a hybrid will be there where we’re gonna go in the 

future. And it might not be how we planned it, but it will be better, 

you know? And I believe in that, and I’ve seen it, and we just have 

to hold on, you know, and get to see it.  

And you know, I wanted people to conquer diabetes and some of 

the other things, and we certainly have got new scientific 

knowledge on vaccines and viruses, and we’re just beginning to 

understand what genome theories are out there and how to use 

them and how to break some of these things that we haven’t solved 

in all these years, and somebody had to do it. I think about the 

HeLa cell, and Henrietta Lacks, and this woman didn’t even have a 

gravestone when she’s buried back in Virginia, and her family 

didn’t have medical insurance, but now Hopkins is covering them, 

and they’re doing things to recognize her, and I look at Harriet 

Tubman. This is a tough lady. She said, “I’ll kill you if you don’t 

do what I tell you to do,” because she knew the cost of freedom, 

and she went back and brought all her people and navigated on up 

and started communities in Canada.  

I met some people from Canada that came in 1965 to nursing 

school that were African Americans that had migrated all the way 

up into Canada, and there are communities in Canada that were 

some of the trails of the underground railroad, and that they came 

back to get educated in nursing here and take it back to Canada and 

keep it going. And there’s some Eskimos that are related to one of 

the people helping Admiral Peary get to the North Pole. His name 

is Henson, and so there’s some Henson black and Eskimo people 

up near the North Pole, and some Peary mixed with Eskimo people 

up there, and they’re all relations that discovered, you know, the 

North Pole and how we got there. 

HH: Wow. 
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Louis Hughes: There are things that are happening, and a young lady that went to 

UMBC is one of the doctors that helped develop the vaccine that is 

protecting everybody from Omicron and COVID, and so these are 

great things. And the president that’s retiring from UMBC is a 

graduate from the same school I went to. 

HH: Oh, wow. 

Louis Hughes: He’s Hrabowski. He’s a Hamptonian, and his wife that’s been in 

that, and a woman is replacing him, a black woman from Duke. 

HH: Wow. 

Louis Hughes: And one of the deans from Duke is replacing the University of 

Maryland, Baltimore County, and that school there, and so you 

might be coming out of Hopkins with all kinds of things and 

saving the world in each of your countries. You’re going back and 

–  

HH: Hopefully. 

Louis Hughes: Make sure you take her to where you’re from too. 

HH: Yeah. 

Louis Hughes: And so you can find the pride people that are there, and they are 

everywhere. 

HH: Yeah. 

Louis Hughes: I really found that out. I mean it can be just about anybody, and I 

found that when I came out, I traveled, you know? I could find, by 

guides, or somebody actually telling me where to find these 

people, and by the internet now, you know? You could find and get 

to meet other people, and it’s good, and luckily, I came up with 

people that, you know.  

My parents believed in helping the world, and our family is part of 

that world that came through, and my father was like, the one, if 

somebody stumbled and they lost their job or something, they can 

come and get a job with my father’s business and all, so that’s 

what I was raised to do, you know? And my mother’s a social 

worker, so I think those were some of the lessons, and then I had to 

sort of tweak and tune and be me. And I had some wonderful 

experiences. Things that I started are now helping me as a senior, 

you know, with Chase Brexton Health Services. 
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CG: Yeah. 

Louis Hughes: And it’s all good, you know? They’ve done well, and it will get 

better, so we just gotta keep chopping away, you know, wherever. 

I don't know what your majors are, and I didn’t know either when I 

was an undergrad. It’s like, what’s out here now? What do you 

have in your mind? And what tools you can take and make 

something happen with it, so it’s – and that’s always been my 

motto, and it’s helped me.  

I’m still around, and not many males in my family live to be this 

age, so I’m sorta happy, you know? And I have been adopted as 

the young man that came here. He calls me grandpa since he 

arrived, and you know, he’s great. I had no idea that I was coming 

to a place that people would be able to take my bags up to the third 

floor, and that somebody actually washes my dishes. Again, that’s 

something I can’t get used to, and so I’m lucky to be here and have 

that experience.  

So, I’m hopeful for the future of pride and all the things that go 

with it, and that you’ll be able to take it to another – well, you 

made a good choice to come to Hopkins and to Baltimore, because 

you know, it’s a lot of things are started here and going, even if 

Hopkins didn’t do that operation, the transgender surgery was 

started, you know, at the clinic here by Dr. Money. And so it’s a 

good start, and Gertrude Stein went to Hopkins Medical School. 

She dropped out her senior year because she realized she wouldn’t 

be able to do anything as a woman being a doctor, but it was 

required to allow women to apply to the medical school when they 

started it. And a lot of women gave money to make that happen, 

and so she was out there, you know?  

There are places. We even know where she stayed in Mount 

Vernon, further down on Calvert Street, you know? I know, I think 

one of them works on Eager, and I think the other one a couple of 

locations. There’s a script that has the addresses, and they’re just 

showing the rowhouses that you could live there, and she and her 

brother had a rowhouse, and he went to Hopkins too. 

HH: Ah. 

Louis Hughes: So, we’ve got great people out here, so –  

CG: Yeah. 

Louis Hughes: – it’s hopeful. 
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CG: Uh so I think we are actually reaching the end of our interview, but 

all of this said, I really want to thank you for your time and for 

sharing not only your life experiences with us, but your values and 

your lessons in life, and I think often, it’s just so interesting, 

hearing you talk about joy and hope, because I feel like that’s often 

overlooked when, like, you’re fighting for your rights and you’re 

fighting for all these social movements, so yeah. 

Louis Hughes: Oh yeah. 

CG: I really thank you for your time, and honestly if you wanna talk 

more about what brings you joy and how you bring yourself joy, as 

like a final question.  

Louis Hughes: Yeah. Well, I think doing history, like you’re doing, is bringing me 

joy, because in doing that, I found out, you know, my father was 

fighting to be one of the first two black master plumbers in 

Norfolk, Virginia. He was represented by Thurgood Marshall –  

CG: Wow. 

Louis Hughes: – who was the best. 

CG: Yeah. 

Louis Hughes: He never talked about this. I read it after he died. It was a clipping 

in his jury box of the article about, you know, his case, and I went, 

“Oh, my gosh,” and I realized that even my little town, when the 

schoolteachers wanted equal pay, they were represented by people 

like Thurgood Marshall, working for the NAACP Legal Defense 

Fund, and they were able to prove all these things.  

So, it’s great to know on his way to being the chief justice – well, 

not the chief justice but a Supreme Court justice, he had started a 

change of a lot of things, you know? Teachers getting equal pay, 

you know, master plumbers getting their license after being turned 

down, and he was able to use law to do that. So, there are 

possibilities that a lot of things will be decided by law, and if not, 

we’ll have congresspeople that will make law, and maybe not 

everything has to be law. It can be people changing attitudes too. 

HH: Yeah. 

Louis Hughes: And I think that that is, you know, a legacy, that I know I’ve been 

facilitator for youth groups at the Price Center, things like that, and 

so they were able to come out, and I’ve seen them. They’ve 
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adopted kids and raising families and working, so I get a chance to 

see them grow and glow and that brings me joy too. Those are my 

kids, I guess, you know? 

CG: Yeah. 

Louis Hughes: So, maybe I don’t have biological kids. I did help raise my 

nephew, but he’s too much like my sister and his father, and 

they’re strange enough. That combination, you know, he’s lucky 

he just came out like he did and stuff, but there are other people 

that I – friends and youth and things like that, which are good. And 

I do enjoy being intergenerational, and you are – and can probably 

realize that we’re all around here somewhere. 

HH: Yeah. 

Louis Hughes: And what’s the name of your class? 

CG: Queer Oral history. 

Louis Hughes: Oh, I think you did tell me that. 

HH: Yeah. 

Louis Hughes: Yeah. 

HH: It’s queer oral history, and the professor is –  

Louis Hughes: Yeah, I know. 

HH: Yeah, Dr. Plaster. 

Louis Hughes: I found some articles he was writing in Gay Life. I think I sent one 

to you in 2009, and I didn’t know he was a reporter until I actually 

was not only reading my section, but I read something that he had 

been writing articles for, and I told the other historian. I said, “Do 

you realize he was writing articles in 2009 in the gay paper?” And 

he said, “No.” Go back and read, and we’ve got copies of that 

paper. So, he must’ve been doing some things too. 

HH: Yeah. Okay. Well, yeah. I think we are reaching the end, right?  

CG: Yeah. 

HH: Okay, so –  
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Louis Hughes: Okay. 

HH: Thank you so much for your time. 

Louis Hughes: All right. 

HH: I guess we’ll wrap it there [beep]. 

[End of Audio] 


