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HN: Ok. So can you tell us the date and where we are? 

 

KDV: Today is March 5, 2022 and we are in my living room in 

Baltimore. Maryland. 

 

HN: Amazing. So we’re going to start off with can you tell us a little bit 

about who you are.  

 

KDV: Well my name is Keyanna Monae Devereaux-Voorhees and I am a 

trans advocate and activist within the city of Baltimore and the 

surrounding regions of the DMV. I am a teenager that has faced 

poverty, survival sex work and different walks of life, different 

obstacles that I’ve overcome and have made the best out of. I work 

a lot on proper sexual education for younger teenagers that are in 

the community, identifying trans gender, identifying being trans 

within younger individuals, how to identify it early, safe sex harm 

reduction and things of that nature. Just an all around activist 

wanting better for our community because if nobody is going to be 

there for us we have to be there for ourselves.  

 

HN So can you tell us a little bit more about your background, where 

you grew up and things of that nature? 

 

KDV: Well I’m originally from Albemarle County, Virginia. But at the 

age of like 13 I was placed inside foster care. But at that time I was 

more so like a rebel and I was doing things on my own. So every 

weekend I would escape and go like hop on the Greyhound. I 

would leave school early, hop on the Greyhound and travel to DC 

and stay in DC with my at the time considered to be my gay 

mother. But over the years she grew to be my actual mother. DC 

raised me. I learned everything really in DC, how to survive, how 

to take care of myself, how to be independent, proper things, how 

to maneuver safety. It was kind of a reality check so – 

 

AV: Can you explain a little bit about your “gay mother”, who she was, 

how you met her, why you call her your gay mother and real 

mother? Tell us about her. 
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KDV: So at the time of my “gay mother” at the time how she began to be 

my mother is I was – there was a ball in Richmond, Virginia. And I 

was so new to it. It was like when ballroom was starting to spark 

back up. I was new to it. Walked the ball, didn’t know what I was 

doing, didn’t know what I was doing at all. She saw me from the 

back of the crowd and next thing I know she pulled me to the side 

once I got done walking. And she was like “Oh I just love your 

energy. Like your energy is so radiant. It just looks like you’re just 

an amazing person and even though you’ve been through a lot you 

just shine through.” Like she was like basically like reading down 

without having to like me tell her what I’ve been through. That 

was the first sign.  

 

So she put me in her house. She is a founding mother of her own 

Kiki House. She put me in her house and our bond kind of grew 

from there. Like it began to be more than just ballroom. Like it was 

– she was on top of me about school. She was there on doctor’s 

appointments and doctor’s visits. If she couldn’t even make it to 

Virginia she would always be on Facetime and things of that 

nature. Like she took the role of being a mother to the point that 

when I finally got tired of foster care and I ran away like she was 

there. She provided me that safe space, that safe haven to feel safe.  

 

[People in background having conversation and making noise]  

Aye! I’m like in an interview! I’m sorry. You all can cut that out, 

right? 

 

HN: You’re all right. 

 

KDV: Ok. I’m sorry. So she’s been my mother since then. She’s an 

amazing person. I actually think that you do know her, Mally. 

 

HN: Oh yeah. I’ve met her. 

 

KDV: That’s my mother. She’s been my mother before my transition. 

And I remember when it was like 13 of us in a one bedroom 

apartment and we were all like piled up in the living room. And 

she just had one rule for everybody. It was only me and my sister 

Josie who passed away. But it was me and Josie that were the only 

ones allowed in her room. Everybody else could not come in her 

room. Don’t come in my room. So it was like she holds a spot in 

my heart and like she just over the years she proved that she didn’t 

want nothing from me but for me to be great and for me to be 

better and for me to flourish and blossom and be the woman that 

I’ve always been. So that’s she became my mother. 
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HN: So you talked a bit about the family you found in Baltimore or DC. 

Could you talk a little bit more about the community that you grew 

up in or you were born into and a little bit about your biological 

family if you want to talk about that. 

 

KDV: So when we say community that I grew up in are we talking about 

the community of – 

 

HN: Virginia. 

 

KDV: Oh. I grew up in a small town in Virginia, probably a population of 

I want to say, like, no more than 10,000 people. So I say that’s 

small. Let me take that back. Let me retract that. It’s like 5,000 at 

the most. It’s a small little city. It’s I don’t know if y’all have ever 

heard but back in the day the Dupont plant like it’s a big plant that 

was in Virginia that ran a lot of like the businesses that were there 

and it was an energy plant. It just shut down. And the city just 

began to be a poverty city. I grew up in a city though that was very 

religious, not saying like oh they’re like bible chuckers and, you 

know, things of that nature. But we didn’t have too many – the 

community, the LGBT community didn’t have too many 

representations there and proper representations may I say because 

even the representation that we had there were either heavy drug 

addicts, just all out the frame did not have their life together.  

 

So we didn’t have proper representation. Everybody thought that 

we were something bad for the representation that was good in that 

city they either were murdered or they were murdered or they went 

missing and never was found. In the area that I grew up in there 

were cities that were connected. Like they were in different 

counties but you always think of those cities that are connected. So 

like Waynesboro, Staunton, Charlottesville, Harrisburg, things of 

that nature. The closest biggest city was Charlottesville. Back in 

2011, 2012 my older cousin which was also a transgender 

individual, Sage, went missing in that area and they still have yet 

to find her. I had to get out of that city. I was too big and I felt like 

my life was going to be in danger. I didn’t fit in. I was the black 

sheep. I was made for city, the city life. And that was a rural area.  

 

My family they say they accept me but I’m really not here for none 

of your acceptances. I really don’t care. But you’re going to 

respect me by any means. So I don’t know whether over the years 

it has been oh I accept you thing or I just know not to play with 

you. I just know not to treat you like one of those. I just know not 

to disrespect you in any way, shape or form because I already 

know what’s coming if I do. So I don’t even question it. I don’t 
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even question if they accept me because they don’t feed me. 

They’re not my love interest. They don’t finance me. So either get 

with it or get lost. 

 

HN: And you mentioned that you for a time were in foster care. Do you 

want to talk a little bit about the circumstances around you having 

to go into foster care in that specific time? 

 

KDV: Yeah, we can definitely. 

 

HN: Those years. 

 

KDV: Well from 13 all the way up to 18 I was technically a ward of state 

from the common wealth of Virginia but I was never there. I was 

never there. Like I was really never there. They didn’t do their job. 

And not saying that they did – I was a lone wolf anyway but they 

just didn’t do their job. Like they really failed me. And in the time 

of being within foster care I contracted HIV. I had a groomer and 

everything and for some unseen circumstances he, you know, gave 

me HIV willingly and knowingly. And I just felt like foster care 

was not there. The system was not there. It was just like a brush off 

the shoulder like oh well. So I ate it and it is what it is. To be 

honest HIV helped me grow to be the strong activist that I was. 

Like once I seen that that didn’t break me and I kept pushing and I 

pushed even harder like I just was like my feet hit the ground and I 

just kept running.  

 

But the circumstances of foster care was my mother, you know, 

she – my siblings are older than me by a lot of years. I want to say 

like 15 years, 16, 17 years. So around the time that I was coming 

they were going. So it’s kind of like she thought that she was 

finally done. And to have another child 15, 16, 17 years later is 

kind of like damn. It’s kind of like sheesh. I don’t think I have this 

in me to do it anymore. And, you know, to have a child after 

raising three kids and then to have a child that’s different, that’s 

transgender is just like I don’t know if I have that for me anymore. 

Like I want to be happy myself. I want to live myself. And I think 

that was at a point. It was a rough decision. She wanted to go back 

to North Carolina because we did reside in North Carolina for a 

little bit but I wasn’t happy there. And she ended up going back to 

North Carolina and I ended up staying in foster care. 

 

HN: And how old were you when you contracted HIV? 

 

KDV: I was 16. 
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HN: And I know that you mentioned when you were introducing 

yourself about survival sex work and I was wondering if you want 

to elaborate a bit on that? 

 

KDV: Oh yeah sweetie. I have stories on stories. I have stories on stories. 

So the topic of the project is basically like the binds between 

younger generation and older generation. I grew up in the older 

generation of sex work back when no name sites were up, because 

they got seized. That was my era. Five, six girls in one hotel room. 

All the girls go wait in the bathroom when the date comes in and 

things of that nature. Calling and getting the rooms off of numbers 

and scams and things of that nature. I grew up in that nature. 

Leaving the hotel rooms taking every product in the hotel room 

and things of that nature. We made the best of the worst if that 

makes sense.  

 

Like sex work is not something that us as trans women or trans 

individuals or even community individuals because sex work is 

just not for the trans community. It’s for the cis community. It’s for 

homosexual males, lesbian women. It’s for everybody but 

everybody thinks that it’s a stigma that is on sex work that trans 

women want to do this. That’s not the case at all. Sex work is 

something that we do for survival. We don’t do it for fun. We 

don’t do it for pleasure. Half the time engaging in sex work kills 

your sexual appetite.  

 

So when it comes time to have those personal relations and those 

personal connections you just be like, you just be over it. Like you 

don’t know how to negotiate any type of – not even negotiate. 

Negotiate was the wrong word. You don’t know how to – you 

don’t know how to build those personal connections and those 

personal relationships because it’s just like you’re always in that 

survival mode. So it’s always like I don’t feel like I should 

encounter sexual penetration with you if you’re not paying me. So 

it's kind of hard mentally. I actually took plenty of breaks because 

I’ve had mental breakdowns from sex work. You’re dealing with 

the public. You’re dealing with multiple people, different attitudes, 

different energies. You don’t know anybody’s intent in this. It’s 

just a lot mentally draining.  

 

Have I seen a lot of money? I’ve seen boohoo money. I’ve seen 

plenty of money. I’ve traveled different states, different cities, New 

York, New Jersey, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Boston, Ohio, Atlanta, 

New York – I said New York. North Carolina, things of that 

nature. I’ve traveled all over this world being a sex worker. Do I 

wish it on anybody? No. But do I say use what you got to survive? 
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Of course. Sex work will always be something that a trans woman 

will always hold in her back pocket as when need to be. So that’s 

that on sex work. 

 

AV: Was it sex work or anything related that kind of brought you to DC 

and to Baltimore?  

 

KDV: No. It was the family aspect that brought me to DC because I went 

to DC to go stay with my mother. And it was just like even though 

like it was 13 people in a one bedroom house it still was family. 

And I come from the era of Check It and the Loso Gang so these 

are LGBTQ gangs, groups may we say families. I’m not going to 

say gangs. We’re just protecting ourselves. But families that were 

created within the DMV in the era of we couldn’t walk down the 

street as trans women without being approached or try to be 

attacked or things of that nature. So we took the step. We took the 

narrative to fight back to protect ourselves. So it’s most of the 

family thing. Now being on my own and my mother is fairly 

young. She’s like 28. So at this time she was like probably like 22. 

She was fending for herself as well. So I mean I’m not going to put 

all of me onto you. So I picked up sex work around that time. So 

no.  

 

It wasn’t the reason why. I actually – and I came to Baltimore to – 

I wanted better, I wanted different. So I got stronger into my 

activism and advocacy work and put forth the effort and I took the 

sacrifices. I worked hard. I started to be more transparent with 

myself, give a clear point view. And the people ended up loving 

me, the community ended up loving me and my activism and 

advocacy work and it landed me a job with Free State Justice as 

the community organizer. So that’s what – 

 

AV: Do you want to tell us a little bit about that organization and your 

role in it? 

 

 

KDV:   Free State Justice is an LGBT law firm and advocacy agency. 

It works with the community on legal matters such as like   

discrimination cases and things of that nature. We also provide  

gender marker and name change services for trans individuals and  

nonbinary individuals. We also like do events of like Reform Now 

which is one of my biggest projects that I’ve done with Baltimore  

Safe Haven. Iya Dammons, Shenae Tyler and you know, over  

there at that team of Safe Haven. We do like giveaways and skate  

nights and things of that nature, trans rallies and all different things 

 of that nature to give back to the community, to better the  
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community.  

 

HN: So how were you received in Baltimore specifically initially when 

you first came here? 

 

KDV: How was I received? Can you explain? 

 

HN: Or like what support systems were there for you in Baltimore 

specifically? 

 

KDV: The Safe Haven. That’s where I originally started out at is the Safe 

Haven. Iya Dammons is my aunt so we already had those support 

systems set up but it was more so like we’re about to help you and 

better you and change your plan around because we see so much 

for you. And that was really like affirming to me because when I 

came to Baltimore was at a time that I was questioning my worth 

in myself. Once you hit that 18. 19 it’s like what am I doing with 

my life. It’s like how can I better myself? So I got here. I stayed 

with my mother for a while.  

 

We ended up getting a townhouse, things of that nature so safe 

sheltering. Got me Medicaid, things of that nature. The case 

manager got me Medicaid and things of that nature, you know, job 

applications, things of that nature before I started my advocacy I 

mean I had regular jobs, Dollar General, Family Dollar. I was even 

walking around knocking on people’s door for energy and electric 

and things of that nature. But they provided a safe space, a real 

safe haven. So I want to give that audible to my safe haven because 

without them I wouldn’t have been able to make it here. 

 

AV: Do you want to talk about any mentors or any particular 

relationships that you built when you first came to Baltimore that 

still stay with you I guess?  

 

KDV: Iya Dammons, the founder and executive director of Baltimore 

Safe Haven. That’s my mentor as we speak with my activism and 

advocacy and just every day of becoming a woman. I watched Iya 

over the years literally turn nothing to something great. And we’re 

both originally like grew up in DC. Like so to watch her become 

this beautiful butterfly and to achieve so much with so little given 

to her just gave me hope and inspiration. And to be able to turn my 

story into a success story. Iya Dammons. Rocky Ferguson with my 

HIV work and things of that nature like my activism advocacy for 

HIV. He led me to be proud, to be open and to be patient because 

with being an activist and advocate especially in the HIV work 

you’ve got to understand that even though it’s 2022 you still have 
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close minded individuals and you have to be patient because 

everybody is not knowledgeable.  

 

And my mother Mally Devereaux. She’s always told me to keep 

pushing and to be great and to be the best you can be and be the 

best woman that you can be regardless to what the naysayers say. 

Be the best woman you can be because everybody’s not going to 

be here for you. Everybody is not going to see it for you. 

Everybody is not going to live for you. Some people are going to 

think you’re the ugliest person on this world but be the best ugliest 

person you can be. 

 

HN: So besides your mentors and people like how did the generation 

above you, could you talk a little bit about some of the 

relationships you have with people around your age and who are in 

your generation? 

 

KDV: So I have a best friend, his name is Dawson but everybody calls 

him Grape. They came out just directly under me. We could go – 

ok, this cuts into the group that I created a safe space in the DMV 

for the younger individuals that have entered the ballroom scene 

and just the community itself and they’re called the Kittens. That’s 

how I got the name Mother Kitten. But Mulan, also known as 

Miguel, and Dawson also know as Grape, those really two are my 

best friends. We came out together. They’re around my age. Mulan 

I want to say is 18 ready to be 19 and Grape is 20, ready to be 21 

and then I’m 19, ready to be 20.  

 

They push me. Like they always look up to me so it’s always like I 

can never fail them. Like I kind of feel like I’ve got to keep going 

for them. It’s because they see so much in me sometimes that I 

don’t see in myself. And that right there is the fire that I like. Like 

they call me and leave me like “Sister, are you all right? You need 

anything?” or things of that nature. So it would have to be Mulan 

and Grape.  

 

AV: Do you want to talk a little bit about the ballroom scene here in 

Baltimore. I know, I believe that Henry mentioned that you’re a 

part of the ballroom scene in Baltimore as well. 

 

KDV: Yes. I am one of legendary Mook Ebony’s children. I’m his last 

daughter. I am a part of the House of Ebony and that is 

mainstream. And I am Baltimore godmother of the House of 

Devereaux which is Kiki scene. I have a very, I have a very love 

hate relationship for the scene that’s in the DMV. Overall ballroom 

was a safe space for me that saved me and it gave me something 
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safe to do instead of running the streets and picking up habits and 

addictions so ballroom definitely was a safe space. But ballroom 

definitely was also dangerous as well. You do have predators that 

are in our community and things of that nature but, you know, you 

have those everywhere.  

 

I would say there’s more pros in ballroom than cons though. 

Ballroom is what you make it. Ballroom is definitely a safe space. I 

met a lot of great people within ballroom, bonds that will live on 

till I go to my grave. Amazing, genuine people. And there’s so 

much beautiful talent, so much beautiful talent, so much beautiful 

energy, just people that are just unspoken of and just so beautiful 

and pure. Ballroom in Baltimore is – Baltimore is one of the 

legendary cities. Baltimore has created some of the most purest 

girls. Baltimore has carried some of the most banjeeist talented 

voguers in this city that are now legendary and icon, icon Marquis, 

legendary Zoe Khan West, legendary Little James, icon Monique 

and people of that. Baltimore’s name in ballroom carries a lot of 

weight. This is a great city to start your ballroom career so. 

 

HN: Could you explain for people who may not know what it means to 

be legendary or an icon in ballroom terms? 

 

KDV: So your first status is I want to say statement. It’s either star or 

statement. One of those are the first – star and statement are the 

first two statuses that you get recognition for. Then after that you 

put in five to ten years, legendary. 20 to 25 years in the ballroom 

scene you get deemed icon. Legendary means that you have been a 

– see ok. So we have this thing that’s up for debate right now 

because like the deeming system is up for debate. I feel like 

personally you can be a legend within the community and then you 

could be legendary for a category. Being legendary for a category 

is that specific category that you have mastered. You have 

mastered your craft.  

 

So I originally was a Butch Queen Vogue Fem. I transitioned. So I 

would not be legendary. I would be able to walk legendary 

performance OTA but I would not be able to walk a legendary 

Butch Queen Vogue Fem performances because I no longer am a 

Butch Queen Vogue Fem. I am a Fem Queen, a Junior Fem Queen. 

So I would have to start back from the bottom and work my way 

up in Fem Queen performance to be legendary Fem Queen. So I 

would still be recognized as a legend. Just no longer as a legendary 

Butch Queen Vogue Fem. And my legendary status does not 

transfer with me over to Fem Queen performance just because I 

transitioned.  
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But to be a legend, to be an icon means that you put in your work 

to the community. You put in your time. You got your wins, your 

moments, your things of that nature, you’re of the years and things 

that they’re looking for in legends and icons. You know, nothing 

big. I never entered ballroom to become a legend, an icon. I 

entered ballroom because I had a passion for voguing. Voguing 

was a calming mechanism for me, helped me escape my reality, so. 

 

AV: Can you talk a little about the intergenerational relationships in the 

ballroom scene? 

 

KDV: Whew. It’s so cute seeing the new like kittens come out in the 

ballroom scene because they’re so mesmerized. Like when you see 

like the Tamayas and the Erika Canes and the Jasmine Prodigies 

and things it’s like they’re like oh my god. I don’t know what to 

do. It’s like seeing Beyonce. It’s like oh my goodness. But really 

like to grow up in the later like the earlier eras we see these girls. 

We’re like oh these girls are humble. We got to catch them in their 

years of becoming who they are now. I do think that in the 

community I think more so what we need to do as older leaders 

and things is we need to wrap our arms around the youth.  

 

Because something that I tell everybody is when we’re dead and 

gone nobody is going to be here to tell our story the way that we 

could tell it but the youth and we don’t want to portray a bad image 

to the youth because we don’t ever want to destroy our story. We 

want to keep it pure. I do hate the fact that people get children just 

because it's a cute look. Like and there’s no parental guidance was 

there. Like my kids can tell you I am on their tailfeathers. You 

went to class today? Oh you looking for jobs? Oh did you go to 

work today? I’m like on and that’s just from Mally being that 

mother that’s been on my tailfeathers and my father being who he 

is to be on my tailfeathers. So that’s – 

 

AV: We’ve spoken about Molly a little bit but we haven’t touched on 

your father. Would you like to tell us a little bit about him? 

 

KDV: Ooh. My father is a piece of work. He’s sort of like the older 

version of me. I have two fathers. I have one that’s my like – if 

we’re talking about like from the beginning his name is Radiant. 

He actually has a biological son. He was a real dad and you know I 

got that father figure and I was like he didn’t want nothing from 

me. I’ve had like a real traumatic past with male figures especially 

with being who I was before I am who I am. And that kind of 

deterred me from ever having a father figure.  
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Like I kind of was like oh I don’t want one because I’m scared that 

I’m going to put myself in a predicament that I don’t want to be in. 

I met him at a time that I really needed that male figure in my life 

to let me know that I love you. Everything’s going to be ok and 

I’ve got your back 110. Then my later years like 17 – 18 I met 

Mook and that also became my father. Like they were really good 

friends so they had no problem with like coparenting. I met Mook. 

Mook is hard body. He’s on me like daughter, you literally are that 

girl. You are that girl. You have to stick on this path to become the 

better you. I see so much of me in you and it’s so scary. It’s 

because I really want you to be the best you. They’re great men. I 

love them. I really love them. Mook is more so like that dad that’s 

on you 24/7 like you’re not going to mess up. I’m not allowing 

that. Radiant’s more so the passionate, I get it, I’m here every step 

of the way. You need to get away come stay at my house. I’ll leave 

you a key. Things of that nature. So I have two good father figures.  

 

HN: Could you say a little bit more about how these two amazing father 

figures helped you kind of overcome some of the trauma that you 

mentioned with men that you’ve had in the past? 

 

KDV: Just the genuine love. Before I transitioned I was more so 

oversexualized and that put me at a high risk of being predator bait 

more so. And genuinely men would just get close to me to try to 

make a pass. They didn’t do that. It was genuinely like you’re my 

daughter, like I love you like I raised you type thing. So once like I 

learned that I had that daddy love and I didn’t have to go looking 

for love in all the wrong places it kind of gave me some confidence 

and built my self esteem and things of that nature.  

 

AV: Do you want to talk a little bit about like the queer scene in 

Baltimore? 

 

KDV: The queer scene in Baltimore.  

 

HN: Outside of ballroom. 

 

KDV: It’s beautiful but it’s you have to watch your back ‘cause 

everything that’s beautiful is always not good. We have so many 

people that are just so – Baltimore is a dog eat dog city and it – and 

you have to either travel alone or know your circle. And with that 

being said if you allow one snake in your back yard you get a 

whole entire field full of snakes. People will cross you in a matter 

of time and things of that nature. So you’ve got to expect the 

unexpected. But it’s beautiful and I met some beautiful people, 
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beautiful souls. I love the older generation of ballroom. They’re 

just so a breath of fresh air.  

 

Baltimore’s older generation embraces the younger generation. 

Like it’s more so like in different cities you get like the older 

generation is like I’m not going around that child. I’ve had my 

years. I’m not. Baltimore’s older generation is like come here 

baby. Let me give you your moan shot. Let me – here’s a bottle of 

Spiro. Things of that nature making sure that their younger girls 

are taken care of. I love that. Here’s a job opportunity. For the 

older girls oh they’re a manager of a Macy’s or something like 

that. Baby you come down here. You fill out your application. 

Come work ready, duh, duh, duh. We’re going to get you on, 

things of that nature. So just the opportunities and knowing that 

they went without so they’re going to make sure that their girls are 

not going without. Trying to break generational curses within the 

community, so it’s a beautiful thing. 

 

HN: So how would you say that your generation is different from the 

generation above you? What has changed in the years that are 

between your generation and that generation above you? 

 

KDV: I got to experience both of them. Technology, technology, the way 

that they maneuver. Like even in 2014 – ’15 everything is really 

different. Like back in the day you used to get on the date lines and 

things of that nature. But now it’s just like one click of a button 

and everything is taken care of. Not to bring sex work back up but 

to bring it back up back in 2014 – 2015 we did not have Only Fans 

and things of that nature. So it was like kind of harder for us to 

make our money even though we made it. It was kind of hard for 

us.  

 

So it’s kind of like crazy to see now that people are literally like in 

the matter of 12 months making thousands of dollars with sex 

work. And back in the day for us to even see these thousands of 

dollars we were putting in work, work like no sleep weekends. 

Like straight through from Friday morning to Monday morning 

putting in straight, straight overtime. So it’s kind of like at the click 

of a button you could have like $2,000.00. It’s kind of like so 

weird to see. So it’s a big difference. It’s a big difference. They 

have it easier now. They have it way easier. 

 

AV: What are some changes that you still want to see in the Baltimore 

LGBTQ community?  
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KDV: Unity. Unity. I think some of our women and men and members of 

our community fight over some of the dumbest things I’ve ever 

seen, some of the dumbest things I’ve ever seen. Like for example 

fighting over a man. I’ve never been the one to fight over a man 

because if he’s making you feel some type of way that you have 

some type of special connection with him he was never mine so 

I’m never going to fight over him. What I will fight you over is my 

respect though.  

 

Now if you didn’t disrespect me and you still want the man by any 

means necessary go ahead because I don’t bring nothing to the 

table. I am the table. I don’t need a man to pay my bills. I can pay 

my own bills. I don’t need a man to go out and buy me an 

expensive bag. I can buy my own bag. It’s things like that. And I 

just wish the girls would get that concept that a man does not make 

you who you are. You can do good, you can do bad, without a 

man. A man should always be a want and not a need. So that’s 

really how I feel about that. 

 

HN: So how do you think Baltimore has changed specifically the years 

you have been in Baltimore? 

 

KDV: How do I feel like it’s changed? It’s slowed down a lot. It’s slowed 

down majorly it’s slowed down. It’s become a little bit more 

accepting. I just come from the era where it’s like rough and tough 

so you know I just – it’s changed drastically. It’s changed 

drastically. 

 

AV: Do you see yourself staying in Baltimore?  

 

KDV: I don’t want to be here forever. Like it’s an ok place but am I 

probably going to buy a property here? Yes, of course. I don’t see 

this being my last step. I want to open up my own nonprofit 

organization within Texas for LGBTQ youth that are serving under 

the ages of 18 because we have a lot of things that go from 18 to 

24 and that older people. We don’t have nothing that really touches 

for minors so. 

 

HN: So given the closing of certain LGBTQ spaces like some gay bars 

or different organizations that have closed down in recent years do 

you think there’s any disconnect between older and younger 

generations that exist now that used to not be as big? 

 

KDV: Explain.  
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HN: So all over the country we’ve been seeing that different gay bars, 

lesbian bars, spaces for trans people have been closing down 

because some people think that these spaces aren’t as important 

given the more widespread acceptance of LGBTQ people. So do 

you think that there is any disconnect between older and younger 

generations now that these spaces are not as prevalent?  

 

KDV: I don’t think that there’s any disconnect with that. I do not – I 

don’t – so I disagree with them shutting down. I really feel like 

they shouldn’t because it’s a safe space. And you have some 

people that aren’t comfortable within the transition, some people 

that aren’t comfortable within their sexuality that don’t feel 

comfortable going to these cis hetero bars and clubs and things of 

that nature. But I don’t feel like it’s any disconnect within our 

community. I feel like it’s a disconnect with our community versus 

the world. We will always be oppressed. I hate to say it, wish it 

was never like this. But if we’re going to face the reality the world 

will never 100 percent fully be comfortable with a transgender 

woman let alone a transgender woman in any type of power. 

They’ll just never be comfortable with it.  

 

And you know what’s so crazy about me is that the men who are in 

power are the ones that mainly fetishize us. But they’ll never see 

us in power. We’re like blacks, womens, kids, men. It’s a totem 

pole but we’re like the bottom of the totem pole. So it’s like 

sometimes you just – I think that’s why trans women are so 

resilient and so brave and so bold is because we know that the 

world will never really care about us like we care about us. Like 

we’ll never really find that type of once again acceptance. So we’re 

really not here for anybody who does accept us or doesn’t accept 

us. We’re just going to be here and you’re just going to have to 

accept that. And if you don’t like it I mean I don’t know what to 

tell you. So yeah. 

 

AV: Is there anything else that you kind of want to touch on in the 

interview or just want to speak about or feel like is missing? 

 

KDV: I just to anybody that’s not a trans experience I just say hug on 

your trans siblings and nonbinary individuals. I feel like we need 

the most love. Everybody needs love but I feel like our community 

has poured out into other communities and gave that love, that 

motherly feeling, that fatherly feeling that we need the love. We 

need the fight, stand in solidarity and unity with your trans siblings 

and nonbinary individuals. 
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HN: What would you say to young trans people? Would you say that 

Baltimore is a good place to come? 

 

KDV: Depending. Depending on your upbringing. Everybody can’t just 

adapt to everywhere. Me, I’m a rough rider. I grew up in southeast 

DC. This ain’t nothing but – this ain’t nothing really new to me 

you know. I grew up in the city life. But for somebody that’s grew 

up in the suburbs all their life and are used to white picket fences 

and a mail boy driving a bike throwing your newspaper and things 

of that nature, no, I wouldn’t tell you to come here. I would tell 

you to go somewhere like Los Angeles or San Francisco or 

somewhere of that nature. I wouldn’t tell you to come to 

Baltimore. But, you know I do see that there’s many opportunities 

for trans individuals and LGBTQ individuals so.  

 

HN: I’m wondering if you could talk a little bit about some of the trans 

siblings or people in the older generation who the community has 

lost. 

 

KDV: Mm. Well my older sister, my best friend was one. She passed 

away from an overdose, a bad pill, fentanyl. Our community has 

lost so many individuals. Within the last year or two years I have 

buried over 30 people. So it’s kind of depressing. Like it’s kind of 

like you get that feeling. And I hate to say it but you get that 

feeling of oh child, when is it going to be me? And it’s like that’s a 

sad scary feeling. It’s because it’s like you have a disconnect from 

reality. And our community faces mental health issues and things 

of that nature. Like we become so drained and overwhelmed that 

we face drugs.  

 

And the sex work makes it no better because we’re putting 

ourselves in the way of literal predators and sex traffickers and 

things of that nature. So we’re putting ourselves at harm but these 

are the only cards that’s dealt to us. It’s a lot. Like literally you 

could have like a whole podcast about this. Actually I am doing an 

event coming up on the I believe I want to say the 14th or the 17th. 

Let me see. I think it’s – no, it is the 14th. I’m starting my new 

series with Free State Justice called Trans Table Talks. Different 

trans individuals, some people that are hormone HRT providers, 

black market HRT providers and things of that nature. So 

hopefully you all can tune in and we can get more in depth about 

all of it. 

 

HN: Where would you say you would be without your mother and 

fathers and the family you’ve made here? 
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KDV: A lost cause, a wreck, a nervous wreck. And I don’t even really try 

to think about it because I just know it’s a scary image. It’s a scary 

image and I pray every day and I thank god that it did not turn out 

any other way. Because the person that I was before was very 

rebellious, reckless, did not care about anything, repercussions. 

Who cares about some repercussions? I don’t care. What do you 

mean? Like I just never really cared. And I had to start caring 

about something when God started sending blessings into my life. 

And everybody practices who they preach to. I’m very 

openminded.  

 

But for me personally when God started placing blessings into my 

lap and showing me oh you’re worth this. You have to just learn 

you’re worth this. I put you in this position for a reason. I put you 

through this battle because I wanted to test you and you overcame 

it. Like that started giving me more to live for and thrive for and 

want better. The old me, I would not be working at Free State 

Justice. I would not. Like I wouldn’t even be worried about being 

an activist or an advocate or doing community work. I was running 

the streets so. 

 

HN: And something I’ve been thinking about is you’re pretty young and 

people who have biological children don’t have children until their 

30s and 40s now. Would you say that being a mother at your age 

has forced you to grow up really fast or – 

 

KDV: I want to say yes and then I want to say no. It’s kind of like a 

mixed feeling because I feel like I didn’t begin to be a mother until 

I feel like I had some knowledge to be able to display onto the 

younger generation. ‘Cause I’m not just going to call you my kid 

just to say you’re my kid to just sit there and let you mess up in 

life. So I feel like at some age I was already kind of mature. But 

having kids also put me at a level of ok you still have room to 

mature and it stuck with me the whole step of the way maturing. 

And so it helped me mature in better ways. 

 

HN: Do you have any specific stories you want to tell about when 

you’ve had to show some tough love to your children? 

 

KDV: My only daughter her name is Amira, my only daughter. I love her. 

Like she’s literally like a spitting image of me. Like she followed 

me actually to DC and she’s staying with her aunt, my sister, 

Mulan Miguel the one that I told you about. That’s my baby and 

that’s my heart. And like I beat on her because I see so much of me 

in her as in as my father seen so much of me in him. So it’s like I 

see so much of me in her that I stay on top of her because I do not 
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want you to make the wrong decisions that I’ve made. I’ve been 

here. I’ve done this. I know how to maneuver. Some things she has 

done on her own and she had to learn the hard way which 

everybody does. You have to literally push the bird out of the nest 

and see if it’s going to fly. She’s doing actually great. I’m really, 

really proud of her. That’s my baby.  

 

And then I have three sons, one of trans experience, other two are 

cis homosexual men. I give them all hard love sometimes. I mean I 

send them little CashApps and things like that. But if you’re out 

here literally f-ing up I can’t do nothing. Like I can’t reward that 

because you’re going to think that you deserve a reward every time 

you mess up. I can’t allow that. I can’t do that.  

 

HN: Is there a time when you messed up and your mother was there for 

you? Or do you want to tell us a specific story about you and your 

mother, how you met or how you guys came to be so close? 

 

KDV: My mother seen that I was trying, that I was always trying to see 

the light at the end of the tunnel. And I think that’s really what 

connected us. She was like I’ve got to give this baby some hope. 

I’ve got to because everybody else has turned their back on her. I 

remember this one time like I had to, I didn’t have no food in the 

house or I didn’t really discover sex work at the time so I went to 

the supermarket with a bag and I stole things in there trying to get 

out and I got caught. My mother was there and she bailed me out 

and things of that nature. But she would never – this is something 

that I stand firmly and I’m not going to correct you in public but 

I’m going to correct you in private because we have to stand 

together in solidarity in public because we can never let nobody 

ever look like we’re going against each other. But when we get in 

the apartment I’m going to chew you out. So yes.  

 

HN: I’m wondering just because I don’t think we talked about the 

specifics. Do you want to talk about specifically what you do with 

Baltimore Safe Haven, the program? 

 

KDV: We can. 

 

HN: With HIV. 

 

KDV: So Baltimore Safe Haven I am the brand ambassador for 

everything Baltimore Safe Haven. My story is a success story. I 

was a survival sex worker who moved to Baltimore and overcame 

sex work by putting forth my first foot into activism and advocacy 

and working hard with the other younger individuals trying to start 
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a revolution with trans women and reforming outside central 

booking to stand with my trans siblings that are incarcerated and 

things of that nature. Especially it started a fire when I lost my 

Aunt Tova within the Baltimore central booking correctional 

facility due to their negligence and neglect. It started a fire in me 

that somebody has to speak out for these individuals because 

they’re not allowed to.  

 

I also my HIV work with Baltimore Safe Haven. I am their 

ambassador. I just feel like there’s not a safe space until Baltimore 

Safe Haven Cares was created for HIV positive youth. And when I 

mean youth I mean 15, 16, 17, 18, even 19 year olds. Like they’re 

out there. They’re just scared because it’s such a big stigma still on 

HIV. 

 

HN: And I know earlier you said that contracting HIV at a young age 

changed you in terms of it motivated you to the activist work that 

you do now. I’m wondering if you can talk a little bit about how 

the older generation supported you specifically and if you were 

supported by any other HIV positive elders in the community and 

how to deal with things and how it kind of guided you towards 

activism. 

 

KDV: Rocky Ferguson. Rocky is like my bigger me. He’s like an older 

brother. But a year or two prior to him becoming, me becoming 

HIV positive he openly posted on Facebook that he was HIV 

positive. And I remember it. And it was just something before I 

was even positive. It was like yo, he is so brave. And like a year or 

two later I went and got tested, ten days after my 16th birthday and 

I tested positive for HIV. And I reached out to him. That was the 

first person I reached out to and he like held me the whole step of 

the way. Like all right. This is what we’re going to do, duh, duh, 

duh. You want to be an activist and advocate. We’re going to put 

you through these courses, these workshops, duh, duh, duh and 

things of that nature. So Rocky Ferguson has definitely been a 

support. Rocky Ferguson has definitely been a support. 

 

HN: And can you say that – would you say that the work you’re doing 

now you wouldn’t have been doing if you weren’t HIV positive?  

 

KDV: I wouldn’t be doing HIV work. I’m not a strong believer in people 

that – and I don’t want to sound really jaded when I say this but 

I’m really not a strong believer in people doing advocacy and 

activism work for HIV positive individuals if you’re not HIV 

positive or don’t have some type of experience like lived 

experience with it. Because it’s all fine and dandy and you can tell 
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me what a book says. But you can’t tell me how it personally feels 

to be living with this disease mentally, physically and emotionally.  

 

HN: And would you say that’s a similar thing for transgender activism 

at large? 

 

KDV: No. Kind of. I feel like if you’re for our community you can 

always speak positively on our community. But I don’t feel like 

there’s anything negative that you can say about our community 

because you don’t know what it is to feel, to be trans. You can 

always speak positively from a point of view but you can never 

speak negatively until you know the cons of being who you truly 

are. You don’t know what it’s like to always look over your 

shoulder and have your anxiety be high.  

 

Just going back in your room and not wanting to go outside all day 

because you feel like you look a certain way or not being 

comfortable around other trans individuals because you feel like 

you’re not up to par like they are or just mentally not feeling good 

enough or not being able to find love because you feel like you’re 

just nothing but a sex object. It’s things like that that are why 

people can never talk negatively on trans individuals to me is 

because if you’re not trans then you don’t know what it is like to 

be transgender. So – 

 

AV: Just to kind of close out here where do you your life headed, your 

impact and what you’re hoping to do? I mean you’re so young so 

you have so much left to live, so much left to experience and so 

much left to do. Do you want to talk a little bit about that? 

 

KDV: So I do this thing every five years and it’s called a five year vision 

board. And I made one at 15 and I’m now going to be 20 this year 

and I completed everything on my vision board. So I am now 

creating my newest vision board. One of my biggest goals on my 

vision board in the next five years is getting my numbers to be able 

to be a certified HIV tester. I also want to be a HIV counselor. 

Hopefully in the next five years I’ll have another car, hopefully in 

the next six months. Next five years I’ll also hope to undergo at 

least two of my surgeries. I want my breasts done and I want my 

facial fem. And I just want to grow more into a beautiful person, a 

beautiful individual. So that’s – 

 

KDV: And what would you say the five year vision for your family in 

Baltimore is? 
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KDV: We’ve been family for this many years. I seem to can’t get rid of 

them. So just stronger, growing, and everybody eats and be 

prosperous.  

 

HN: That’s amazing.  

 

AV: Anything else you’d like to add before we wrap up? 

 

KDV: Trans lives matter and thank you for this opportunity. 

 

HN: Thank you so much. 

 

 

[End of Audio] 

 

 


