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CR: All right. Go ahead and start talking. 

 

ESL: Testing, testing, one, two, three. Testing, one, two, three. 

 

CR: Okay. We're going to have to move it, I think, a bit closer to you. 

 

ESL: Closer?  

 

CR: Yeah. Mm-hmm. So whatever's comfortable.  

 

DB: Oh, it fell. It rolled. 

 

CR: I know. It's wet. No, I can get it. I can get it. I got it. 

 

ESL: Oh, I thought I did. There's the front.  

 

CR: Yeah. [Laughs] 

 

ESL: I went for it. I was right there. Testing. Can you hear? Is that 

better? 

 

CR: Yeah, definitely. Let me  

 

All right, go ahead and say something. Testing, one – 

 

ESL:   Testing, one, two, three. Testing, one, two, three.  

 

DB:   That's pretty good. 

 

CR: Okay. I think that's good too. 

 

ESL: Is that better? 

 

DB: Yeah. 

 

CR: I think so, definitely.  

 

ESL: Okay. 
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DB: Should we do ours? So testing, testing. We don't have a cap for 

ours. 

 

CR: It'll be okay. Yeah. 

 

DB: Maybe I'll – shoot, the mask might help with that. You think? 

 

CR: Mm-hmm. Okay. I can hold onto this here and I'll just double-

check that it never loses sound. Okay.  

 

All right, let's get started. I feel so – 

 

DB:   I'm excited.  

 

CR: I know, I'm excited too. Do we want to alternate just asking 

questions or –  

 

DB: Yeah. Yeah, let's just alternate. Like whatever feels natural. If you 

think of something, yeah, we'll do it. 

 

CR: Sounds good.  

 

DB: All right. You want to start off? 

 

CR: Yeah. So just to get things started would you please state your 

name, age, the date. 

 

ESL: I have to tell my age?  

 

DB: If you're not comfortable you don't have to.  

 

CR: Yeah. 

 

ESL: No, no. Okay. My name is Eric Larry Jenkins, Junior, aka Enrique 

St. Laurent, which is my house name. I am 55 years of age. 

 

CR:   And can you say the date and where we are right now?  

 

ESL:   The date is March 8, 2022. That's correct, right? 

 

DB: Yeah. No, that's right.  

 

CR: Yeah. 

 

ESL: Okay. I wasn't sure 
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CR: And then just where we are right now. 

 

ESL: Johns Hopkins I guess in the gay community center. I mean all 

those letters is crazy. 

 

CR: Yeah. You got it. You got it.  

 

DB: All right. And how do you identify yourself? So I – 

 

ESL:   I’m a gay man. 

 

DB:   Gay man. 

 

ESL:   Mm-hmm.  

 

DB:   And racially? 

 

ESL:   Black. Black gay man. 

 

DB:   What pronouns do you use? 

 

ESL: Him/he. That's it. It's really funny how that's getting to be a thing 

now. 

 

DB:   Yeah. 

 

CR:   Yeah. 

 

ESL: Like what do you mean pronouns? I'm a dude. But I guess, you 

know, with non-binary, all this stuff going on, I just think it's really 

funny. 

 

DB: Yeah. And we notice it a lot. I think on the academia side it's 

definitely like really prevalent in – yeah. 

 

ESL: Right. Yeah, 'cause when I – like at work, when I met this girl, she 

goes, "I identify as she/her." Like, "What? Just give me your 

name." [Laughs] You know, but it was okay. I just thought it was 

weird.  

 

CR: Yeah. Do you have any religious influences? 

 

ESL: I don't. I don't believe in religion actually. 

 

CR: Gotcha. All right, and so we know that you are a Baltimore native.  
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ESL: Mm-hmm. 

 

CR: But so did you always live here? Can you tell us about that? 

 

ESL: Well, I was born and raised in Baltimore. Then I went to West 

Virginia. Well, first I went to – no, I went to West Virginia. I went 

to West Virginia State University. And then I moved to Columbus, 

Ohio. And then I came back to Baltimore.  

 

CR: Nice.  

 

DB: What neighborhoods in Baltimore City did you grow up in? 

 

ESL: I grew up in Randallstown, actually. Well, I was an Army brat, so 

when my father came back – I guess we were stationed in 

Germany and then Alaska, and then when we came back we lived 

on Moravia Road. I remember all this 'cause my father was a great 

provider, so whenever we were staying somewhere he would 

always want to do bigger and better. So we lived on Moravia. Then 

we moved from Moravia to  Randallstown, and before he passed 

away we were about to move to I think Kings Park or whatever's 

further up from  Randallstown. I remember that.  

 

CR: How old were you when your father passed? 

 

ESL: I was like nine, ten. Nine, ten, mm-. 

 

CR: Was it sudden? 

 

ESL: Was it what? 

 

CR: Was it sudden? 

 

ESL: It was cancer, so it was sudden to me. Because, you know, when 

you're young your parents don't really let you know everything 

that's going on. It was just like the absence, it was like, "Where's 

dad?" and then that's where you kind of find out, yeah.  

 

CR: _____ yeah. 

 

DB: Who did you grow up with at home? Like did you have siblings? 

 

ESL: I did. I'm the oldest of – well, then, when I grew up, because as 

you got older. It was Eddie, which is the youngest; Corey, which is 

under me; and then myself. And then later on it was TJ and Kelly. 
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It was from another marriage. But basically when I grew up it was 

just us three. 

 

DB: Gotcha. You mentioned being an Army brat. So you moved around 

a little bit. How do you think traveling has impacted your 

childhood? Would you say it was a more positive experience for 

you or can you tell us a little bit more about that? 

 

ESL: Well, I was very young, but to me it was just like – it just felt as 

though anytime that I moved – no, it just seems like I couldn't get 

settled because I knew that I would always move to something 

else. And I think that still kind of affects me. It affected me earlier 

in life, like in my teenage years, even or in my young adult years, 

when I thought like hey, it's okay to keep moving. But then it got 

to a point where I just wanted to be settled, so I stayed places for a 

long period of time.  

 

CR: When did that, you think, desire to be settled happened? Do you 

think it was college, before college? 

 

ESL: It was after college. After college, when I realized it was okay to 

just be in one place and just be cool, yeah.  

 

CR: Yeah. And was that one place in your head always going to be 

Baltimore? 

 

ESL: Yeah. I really like Baltimore. Like I know that's kind of like an 

oddity for a lot of people, but I love Baltimore, because I don't 

experience a lot of the negative of Baltimore because I don't place 

myself in that environment. So I've never had like a bad 

connotation of Baltimore, so to speak. Does that make sense? 

 

CR: Yeah. Absolutely. 

 

DB: Yeah.  

 

ESL: Mm-hmm. 

 

DB: Let's talk a little bit about like your college experience. What drove 

you to go to college? Did you enjoy it? 

 

ESL: Well, yeah, I enjoyed college. I went to West Virginia State, and 

the reason I went there is because it's just like historically one of 

the HBCUs is there. And then they also gave me a scholarship, and 

to me it was a way to – 'cause I was out in high school, halfway in 

junior high, and in high school. And then, you know, being out in 
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high school then is not like being out in high school now, you 

know what I'm saying? 'Cause now it's kind of like a celebrity 

thing. And then it was kind of – it was just weird.  

 

So college was a way for me to go back in the closet per se kind of, 

to experience that side of it. But then I just got tired of the 

foolishness, 'cause I met some gay friends that was there, so we 

went to school and then we would go to Cleveland, Ohio, we 

would go to Columbus, Ohio just to be gay. But then we would 

come back on campus with our – like our bearded girlfriends or 

whatever the case may be. And we each – like there was like four 

of us, and we each dated girls that was like seemingly into church 

or whatever, so, you know, they wouldn't want to have sex and all 

that. Little did we know that was a lie. [Laughs] Little did we 

know. That was like, "Oh. Okay." That didn't work. But yeah. 

 

CR: Yeah. Geographically was your university near to those cities in 

Ohio? 

 

ESL: It was a little drive away. And that was perfect for us, 'cause you 

know, you didn't want to like – they had like a town, like 

Charleston was a gay bar, but that was way too close. You know 

what I'm saying? Because it was like the club was like across the 

street from a supermarket. They probably moved it. Across the 

street from a supermarket, so you could be going in the gay club 

and somebody could see you, like, "Oh, there go Eric. Oh, like, 

Barbie, your boyfriend is at a gay club" or whatever the case may 

be. That was my girlfriend at the time.  

 

We didn't want that, so we did the smart thing, we went like two to 

three hours away so we could just be away, then be gay and then 

come back and be pseudo-straight again. 

 

CR: And how was that different then? You said you were out in high 

school. 

 

ESL: Oh yeah. High school was like – it was fun because everybody – I 

was always a little off. You know what I'm saying? Like I don't 

know if you guys remember like the new wave thing, like the Boy 

Georges and all that stuff. And I kind of gravitated to that way of 

dressing. So first I was just like the – not the punk rock kid, 'cause 

that was a little extreme. I was more of the fashionable like new 

wave stream. You know what I'm saying? Like thrift store big 

coats, which is the trend. Like all of that. And people was like, 

"Oh, we don't know if he's gay" and I'm like, "Oh, I'm gay, honey. 

I am." 
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So that was fun, because to this day I realize that people 

remembered me. 'Cause just recently I was someplace and this girl 

was like, "Eric." I was like, "What?" And I don't really know who 

these people are. Like "What?" She's like, "I went to school with 

you. I used to love you, the way you" blah blah blah. Like really? 

'Cause I thought everybody hated me, you know what I'm saying? 

 

CR:   Yeah. 

 

ESL: Or I think it's those classic teenage things, like everybody's against 

me and nobody understands me. But then you realize that maybe 

you did make a little impact. You know what I'm saying? Like 

people do remember you. You know what I'm saying? So I just 

thought that was funny, that she said that.  

 

CR: Did you have a group of like gay friends or anything in high 

school? 

 

ESL: In high school I didn't, because it wasn't a trend to be gay in high 

school. So you had people – I'm going to – Cave Connie, he's 

going to hate me that I mentioned his name. We faked was in love 

with in this girl named Damonica Edwards. Fake in love with her. 

But we were both gay as fuck. You know what I'm saying? 

[Laughs] But it was just she was like the smartest Black girl in the 

school or whatever the case. So it was like – and we were kind of 

smart too, so you know, we had to – whatever.  

 

So no. I had a lot of girlfriends, which is like normal, like 

expected. A lot of girlfriends, but I had too many guy friends, and 

then the guy friends I had were like secret guy friends, you know, 

'cause it was like they'd come talk to me when nobody's looking 

type thing, as the case may be.  

 

DB: So what was the appeal for you in college to sort of go back into 

the closeted lifestyle? Like was it just having that separation that 

was nice for you because you didn't have it in high school? 

 

ESL: Yeah, it was like I just wanted to do something different. It was 

like I wanted to like – I kind of wanted just – I don't know, it just 

seemed like to me being gay in high school was kind of like heavy 

at times. You know what I'm saying? 

 

DB: Yeah. 
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ESL: So to be on the other side, I just wanted to lighten it up and like 

concentrate more on my studies and not worry too much, worry 

about, A, how I dressed, or blah blah blah; just like I could be 

bummy, whatever. Go to school, don't care, don't worry about 

appearances. So that was the appeal. Yeah, that was the appeal.  

 

CR: Can you speak more to like the heaviness in high school? Was it 

just kind of making sure you presented yourself a certain way 

because you identify –? 

 

ESL: Well, absolutely. Because, you know, you always had to be on. I 

felt like I always had to be on. Like there were times like I would 

just come regular and people were like, "Are you not feeling good? 

Like what's going on?" Like "What do you mean? It looks normal. 

Like leave me alone." 

 

So it was like even though it wasn't said I was gay, people knew I 

was gay, but I always had to be on for the cameras, so to speak. 

And so when I wasn’t it was like people thought I was sick or, 

"Oh, he must not be feeling well." Even my teachers was like, "Are 

you okay?" Yeah, bitch, leave me alone. I just want to be like a 

normal kid, you know what I'm saying? 

 

CR: Yeah. Yeah.  

 

ESL: But yeah. And then when you go to college, and the other thing is 

kind of like there's not a lot expected of you, you can go under the 

radar a little bit. It was just it was different. I'm not saying it was a 

good different, because, you know, as much as I made it sound like 

it was a burden I actually enjoyed it in high school. You know 

what I'm saying? And then the latter part of college, like when I 

was forced to come out it was – I kind of enjoyed it then, too. I was 

like, oh, I'm back as myself. You know what I'm saying? So it was 

cool. 

 

DB: Why were you forced to come out in college?  

 

ESL: Because my mom came up to homecoming. She came up to 

homecoming and she met my girlfriend, Barbara Toy. And she was 

like – I said, "Mom, this is my girlfriend, Barbara." She was like, 

"Girlfriend?" She's like, "Are you like for real?" I was like, "Yeah. 

It's like, here's she is, my girlfriend, Barbara Toy."  

 

CR: Mom always knows.  
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ESL: Mom knew. My mom's a fag hag, so my mom took me to my first 

club, you know, before I went to college. So she was like, "Does 

Barbara know you're gay?" I said, "Mom, nobody knows I'm gay 

except for these few friends." She goes, "Oh, okay." So my 

momma told Barbara that I was gay. She goes, "I don't know what 

my son is doing, but he's gay. And gay gay. Not regular gay, but 

gay gay." And Barbara's like, "No, he's not." She was like "Yeah, 

he is." I'm like, "Don't do that."  

 

'Cause she did that 'cause she didn't want me to mess with Barbara 

Toy's life. She goes, "I don't know what you're trying to do with 

your life, but you shouldn't be messing somebody else's life up as 

well. You know what I'm saying?" So I was like – she goes, "You 

gay?" I'm like, "Yeah. And like mom said, I'm gay gay." So at that 

point, you know, Barbara said, "I'm not going to tell nobody. We 

should still be together" and blah blah blah. Like, "Uh-uh. Nah, I'll 

just be gay." [Laughs] So that came about.  

 

Which made it uncomfortable with my friends, 'cause some of my 

friends – well, actually, my roommate in college was my actual 

boyfriend. So it kind of made him uncomfortable because he knew 

that Barbara knew that I was gay, so Barbara asked about him. 

Because Barbara and his girlfriend were really close, you know 

what I'm saying? So she was like, "Well, is Mark gay?" I was like, 

"No," you know, 'cause I'm not going to put Mark out. I was like, 

"No, he's not." She goes, "'Cause you guys always" – 'cause there 

was like four of us: me, Mark, Rob, and this guy named Jeff. We 

all hung together.  

 

And she was like, "But you guys would always go away and come 

back." She's like, "What was that about?" And I wouldn't tell her 

anything of that because, again, it would put those guys in 

jeopardy. I said, "We just went out and hung out" and she said, 

"But you guys would be gone for like a weekend." Like, 'Yeah, 

bitch, we was partying in gay clubs," but I didn't tell her that. You 

know what I'm saying. Like, "No, we just went away. That was it." 

Guys – it was the guys' weekend, that's what we called it.  

 

CR: Absolutely. You described your mom as a fag hag. Can you speak 

more to what that term means? 

 

ESL: Yeah. I learned a lot about my mom the last couple years. It's 

weird, as you get older you learn more about your parents.  

 

CR: Mm-hmm. 
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DB: Mm-hmm. I feel that. 

 

ESL: No, but I already knew a lot about then, because like now, like it's 

just weird how different facets of your life it's kind of like deals 

with like your parents, but then you have to understand how your 

parents was brought up, but that's something else. My mom is an 

incredible woman; I just want to say that. She is probably the 

reason I'm not in a relationship now, but that's something else. But 

she's an incredible woman and she kept asking me "Is there 

something you wanted to tell me?" and I'm like, "No." And then 

she was like she kept asking and I was like, "Why you keep – like 

why are you bugging me? Like what do you want me to say?" You 

know what I'm saying?  

 

So she takes me – tells me to get dressed up and then I dressed up 

kind of like – again, I was into that whole thing. So we go, she 

takes me to this club and she takes me to Hats; it was a club in 

Downtown Baltimore. No – yeah, it was Hats. And then she goes 

in and everybody knows my mom's name, "Hey, Brenda, what's 

going on? Brenda" blah blah blah. I'm like, "Okay, I'm going to a 

club with my mom." I was like, "Wait a minute, something's not 

right with this club. Like where's the females?" You know what 

I'm saying? I'm seeing a lot of guys in here, and guys hooking up. 

And she was like – and my mom knew everybody. 

 

Years later – I mean years earlier my mom has a secretary – I 

should've known there – my mom had a secretary that always 

borrowed her clothes. And when she went shopping she was like, 

"Oh, he'll love this too." I'm like, "He'll love this too?" So 

apparently he was a drag queen, like a popular one or whatever. I 

don't know drag queen's names. But she would lend him clothes all 

the time.  

 

Anyway, so we went to Hats and we went to this other club called 

The Last Stop. And she went to – it was like this seven-foot ex-

Colts football player that's now a drag queen, that looked every bit 

of a football player in drag. You know what I'm saying? And she 

was like, "Hey, Pebbles, this is my son. I just wanted to show him 

that he's not the only one. And if you ever see him in this club 

without me, call me immediately."  

 

I was like, "What? Man, I'm not coming down here. She's scary as 

shit," you know what I'm saying? But I ended up do going down, 

'cause it was like – so they're talking. I'm like walking around, 

'cause this is after hours. I'm walking around, I'm like, "Oh, this is 

fun." I'm like literally a little kid running around between people 
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and stuff like that. And she was like, "Now you want to tell me 

something?" I'm like, "I don't know want me to tell you." She goes, 

"You don't think you're like them?" I was like, "I'm exactly like 

them." You know what I'm saying? She was like, "Okay, that's all. 

I'm just waiting for you to tell me" and that was it.  

 

So when you go through – like I have a book of her and she's in 

high school, and in high school she's in a band in high school. And 

on this picture she has this guy leaning on her to sign, this guy 

leaning on her. She goes, "These were my girlfriends." [Laughs] 

So I knew what was going on. These are the people I hung around 

with. And that was one. 

 

And then my mom, we went to a ball. One of the categories of the 

ball was to bring your mother. Like it was a best dressed, bring 

your mom, done. So we thought it would be clever to actually 

bring our real moms. So it was me, at that time the father of the 

house, Al Allure, we brought our moms and stuff. So we're sitting 

there – like we get to the ball and all that stuff and they call for 

best dressed woman. So Al's mom walks up and then my mom 

walks up towards the front, and all of a sudden all these older 

people started getting up, "Brenda. Brenda Ebony." Mind you, I'm 

an Allure, I'm not an Ebony. "Brenda Ebony. Brenda Ebony." I 

mean everybody's losing it.  

 

So she goes up on the stage and she's like – I'm like, "What is 

going on? Like what is happening?" And she goes up to the 

commentator and she goes, "My son is an Allure, so it's Brenda 

Allure." And he goes, "Okay, Brenda Ebony Allure." [Laughs] 

You know what I'm saying? So I just thought that was so cool 

because it let me know that – 'cause, you know, my mom's from 

New York, so it just let me know that she's a cool chick. You know 

what I'm saying? Like she knew these people, and she did not just 

know them, she knew knew them. And she was like after the ball 

like she kind of deserted us 'cause she was sitting on the stage with 

them, she was talking to them and blah blah blah. It was like she 

was back in her realm, you know what I'm saying? 

 

And I think what I learned from that is like when she was young 

she had like some not trauma per se, she had things she was 

dealing with and this was kind of her community that got her out 

of that as well, or made her feel better or got her through it. That's 

the word, kind of got her through it. So, you know, that's when you 

kind of have to learn things about your parents to see where they're 

at now.  
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DB: Wow, that's amazing. It sounds like you had a really great support 

system like from your mother. Did you feel like you got that from 

the rest of your family as well? 

 

ESL: No. My stepfather – well, my father, before he passed away he 

knew I was gay, but he always tried to make sure I was like a boy 

boy. So I had to play sports, which I hated. I had to – the typical 

you're going to know how to fight type of thing, that whole thing. 

But my mom kind of balanced that out. My stepfather, on the other 

hand, was absolutely horrible and I still want to kill him to this 

day. But that's just something else. My stepfather was just horrible. 

And that's when I say that – when my stepfather came into the 

picture is when I started to explore different things, when I started 

to explore like going to like New York or going to Play, 'cause 

then at that point I became a constant runaway. That's when my 

whole personality really kicked in.  

 

DB: How old were you when your stepfather came into the picture? 

 

ESL: I would say 14, 15. Fifteen. 

 

CR: So right at the beginning of high school? 

 

ESL: Mm-hmm. Yeah. At 15. It was horrible. To this day, like he was 

like the root of a lot of my nightmares until I was – I would say 

until my mid-20s, when I learned how to control my dreams. I 

know that's really weird.  

 

DB: I can do the same thing; it's not weird. 

 

ESL: Right. It's not – like it's like you control your dreams, like whereas 

he would always win. And then I kind of turned around to like I 

would always get him or blah blah blah and blah blah blah. So 

people – like my friends say I'm a control freak. Nah, I just like 

happy endings. That's all. That's it. But yeah, that was it. 

 

DB: Do you feel like him coming into the picture and maybe other 

experiences had affected your mental health like growing up? 

 

ESL: Oh, absolutely. I mean he did a lot of trauma, like mental trauma. 

And it was like – and that's why it's funny, because it's me, Corey, 

and Eddie are not in any like any good, stable relationships, but my 

other brother and sister, like Kelly and TJ, which is his and my 

mom's kids are. And I just thought that was really weird. Kind of 

like – not weird; it's kind of like – it kind of stamps like healthy 

versus unhealthy. You know what I'm saying? Because what we 
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saw outside looking in is something unhealthy. What they saw 

when they were was something healthy. You know what I'm 

saying? So I was like, hmm – that's why I'm like to this day I'm 

like, "I don't know if I want to be in a relationship, 'cause I don't 

want to go through the shit you went through." You know what I'm 

saying?  

 

Even though it's much better now. And I think it's much better now 

because he's old. Plus I can beat him up now. Like all of us can 

beat him up now. You know what I'm saying? So he knows that, 

'cause my brother lightly tapped him on the gun one day and was 

like, "If you talk" – 'cause my nickname was Corky at home, my 

home name. He was like, "If you talk to Corky like that again I'm 

going to shoot you." He was like, "What?" He tapped him on his 

shoulder and is like, "I will shoot you. Don't talk to my brother like 

that again." We're all – I'm like, "Dude, I can fuck you up now," 

you know what I'm saying? "Like I'm big, I'm older, I'm not that 

little timid guy, not that little gay kid that you was talking about 

anymore. I can fuck you up." So that kind of changed him. Now he 

wants to be friends. I don't want to be friends. Yeah. Yeah.  

 

So yeah, it was some trauma based on that. 

 

CR:   Are him and your mom still together in Baltimore?  

 

ESL: They are, and that's the reason why – but again, like I can't really 

fault her, because, you know – and it kind of goes with like what 

she dealt with in her life, you know what I'm saying? See, my mom 

– see, like my father – don't tell my mom this, but my father is – 

my real father was a great provider, but a chronic cheater. But my 

father was the one that we had to have the best of cars, the best of 

house. His family had – like his family, meaning us, had to have 

the best of everything. So he would make sure everything on the 

hill was taken care of before he like trumbles down the hill to go 

play in the gutter, you know what I'm saying? But we were set.  

 

 Whereas my stepfather was different. He was just a bum. You 

know, he took what he can, and blah blah blah. Like when we 

made money or had little jobs he demanded we pay half. I'm like, 

"Dude, I'm fucking 15 years old. What half am I going to pay?" 

You know what I'm saying? But we would pay half our checks and 

I was like, "No, I'm not doing this." Yeah, so that's it. 

 

Yeah, so it's kind of like they are still together. She says he's better. 

It's funny, because she broke her hip – or fractured her hip a couple 

of – like 2020. Thank god she's much better now. But we had this 
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whole family meeting thing – we had this whole family meeting 

thing and my sister said, "Well, Mommy passes away you've got to 

make me one promise." She's talking to my brother, Eddie, 'cause 

he's like the pharmaceutical person in the family. And so he was 

just like, "What?" She goes, "You've got to promise me you're not 

going to kill Dad." He goes, "Can't make promises I can't keep." 

[Laughs] He goes, "The only reason why he's alive, because 

Momma told me never to touch him." You know what I'm saying? 

 

Which is true, 'cause my mother knows. And then my sister knows 

too. She goes, "Well" – and then she cried, she goes, "I think I'm 

going to lose both parents." He's like, "Calm down. You ain't going 

to lose both parents. Momma's still going to be around." You 

know, so that was it. So that goes to show you that not only was 

my life affected with the trauma, that my brothers' lives were too, 

except for TJ and Kelly, his kids. It was us that were like affected. 

 

DB: Do you think you were close with his children because they sort of 

saw that treatment that he gave to you and your other siblings? Or I 

guess like why do you think there's a disconnect between these 

siblings from your stepfather and your other siblings from your 

biological father? 

 

ESL: No, we're actually close. So we're close to my sisters. It's just that 

it was – I think the difference was they were actually his kids, and 

then we weren't his kids. You know what I'm saying? So I think 

that's what it was. It was like – and he was young, too. Like he was 

a young dude, like I think – I don't know what's the age difference, 

but there's a big age difference in there. He was young. So I was 

like, "Mom, why are you dating this like semi-teenager?" right? So 

I was like, okay, that's what it is. Like we get along really well 

with Kelly and TJ, 'cause that's their names. So we get along really 

well. 

 

My sister is going to be the next billionaire – millionaire. You 

know, I'm so proud of her, what she does, because she's one of 

those people that's like – she told me, she's like, "Corky, don't 

worry about it 'cause I'm going to make sure Mom would be taken 

care of." I'm like, "Well, we're all going to make sure Mom's going 

to be taken care of." 'Cause that's the main thing, like we see what 

Mom's going through, you know, whatever reason why she wants 

to keep going through it, but we're still going to look out for her. 

You know what I'm saying? And like I said, we've been doing that, 

so.  
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CR: Back when you were 14-15 when your stepfather first came into 

your life, and I can imagine that was like a difficult time, like 

adjustment and everything. 

 

ESL: Mm-hmm. 

 

CR: What did you do to kind of like get through it instead of relying on 

your mom? Were there other people, other places you went to? Or 

maybe some vices that were an escape? 

 

ESL: Yeah, I went to – yeah, like I talked to my mom a lot, but you've 

got to understand, my mom was like really invested in him. It's not 

like she was invested in him, but she was kind of like – I don't 

know, like it was really weird. I don't know. I don't know where it 

was at when my mom like – to this day we talk about it and she 

goes "I’m really sorry I didn't see it." But I'm like, "I kind of 

understand," 'cause it's really amazing – I'm going to get back to it. 

 

 It's really amazing when you go through peoples' family trees, 

'cause you go through a family tree, like my mom's family tree, 

and you realize who she calls her mom wasn't her mom; it was her 

aunt that she treated _____. And her actual mom, my grandmother, 

was like – she was just all over the place. You know what I'm 

saying? But she worked for the government, was running 

documents, secret documents for people. So when she passed away 

you had all these dignitaries coming to my grandmother's funeral. 

And we thought my grandmother – she had this crazy tic, she was 

slightly off. You know what I'm saying? She was like, oh, she's 

just a crazy old lady. But then when she passed away you had all 

these dignitaries coming in. Like who is this woman? You know 

what I'm saying? So it was like, "Okay." 

 

But yeah, my base was my mom sometimes, but then that's when I 

started running away a lot. So when I ran away, so when I kind of 

experienced like – what I always say what kind of formed my 

personality. You know what I'm saying? My mom gave me the 

base, but then by me running away kind of formulated it more, if 

that makes sense. 

 

DB: Mm-hmm. Did you always run away to places that were outside of 

Baltimore, or did you have physical spaces or organizations in the 

city that you relied on when you started[Inaudible crosstalk]? 

 

ESL: See, we didn't have those. We didn't have those. So I think if it was 

now then yeah, then I wouldn't have ran so far. Like I would go to 

places like New York. I remember one time I got on the bus and 



 Enrique Page 17 of 47 
CR, DB, ESL 

www.ubiqus.io  Page 17 of 47 

went to New York. Snuck on a bus, 'cause, you know, I'm young, 

you know, so I would sneak on the bus. And I guess when the bus 

driver looked at me I guess he thought I was somebody's child or 

whatever the case may be. So I got on the bus, I went to New 

York, and I remember this guy coming off the – 'cause I was going 

to New York to see my grandfather.  

 

So I got on the bus, I get off the bus, this white guy comes up to 

me, he was like, "Hey, what's going on?" I was like, "Hey, what's 

going on?" I was like, "I was trying to find this address." He was 

like, "Come to my house" and blah blah blah. So I go to his house 

or whatever. And then I was slightly naïve at that time, 'cause I'm 

young. You know what I'm saying? So I go to his house and then I 

see the phone, so I get on and I call my grandpa. I was like, "I don't 

know where he's at. The guy's in the bathroom." He goes, "What 

guy?" I was like, "Some guy I just met off the bus. He just told me 

to come here." He's like, "Where you at?" And I was like, "I don't 

know," 'cause, you know, I don't know the streets. So he goes, 

"Look out the window and tell me what you see" and I told him 

what I was seeing and my grandfather knew where it was at.  

 

So the guy comes out and we start talking and he was like, "Wait," 

blah blah blah. And I'm like, "Oh no, but my grandfather's coming 

because he didn't know where I was at." He goes, "Your 

grandfather?" I said, "Yeah." I was like, "I told him where he was 

at and he kind of knew from the" – 'cause I guess he was right 

downtown – "like where you were, so he said that" blah blah blah. 

He goes, "Is he coming here?" I was like, "Yeah." Why we going 

in circles, you know what I'm saying? And I was like, "What's the 

big deal?" 

 

But see, I didn't know that I probably put myself in grave danger. 

So, you know, my grandfather's like – his name is – his name was 

Buster, may he rest in peace. So Buster Collins. And he knocks on 

the I guess door downstairs. He knocks. Like he rang the bell; I can 

hear the bell. And then like the guy wouldn't get up to answer the 

door. I was like, "I think that's my granddad." And then all of a 

sudden you hear boom boom boom boom boom. And then like it's a 

pop pop pop. [Laughs] Oh no. So he – oh no, like he was like, 

"He's shooting at my door." I was like, "I think you might want to 

open it." You know what I'm saying? 

 

So I go downstairs, open up, like, "Hey, Granddad, what's going 

on? Like why are you shooting? Like aren't we going to get in 

trouble now, 'cause you're shooting?" He's like, "No, we're in this 
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neighborhood. They don't care. They hear shots all the time." I was 

like, "Ooh, good to know."  

 

Long story short, he goes upstairs, beats the guy up, comes 

downstairs, asks me what I'm doing in New York. So I'm like, "I'm 

tired of Bevard's – like I'm tired of Bevard. He's not treating us 

good and I just want to get away." He was like, "Really?" So I 

stayed with my granddad for about like two weeks and my mom 

came up without Bevard, 'cause Bevard knew that if he would've 

met my grandfather my grandfather probably would've beat his 

ass. You know what I'm saying? 

 

So I go back and things is okay for a little bit. And then Bevard 

started doing his shit again and so I would run away. So that's why 

to this day my mother said "I always knew that you could take care 

of yourself, because you always came back better than what you 

left." You know what I'm saying? 'Cause I was smarter, wiser, had 

a little street smarts. It was like uh-uh. But I never was like 

molested. I never – I don't know, I always think that like my father 

who passed away has always been and will always be my guardian 

angel, if there's such a thing. You know what I'm saying? 'Cause I 

don't believe in like the whole God and religion thing, but I kind of 

believe in ancestry, if that makes sense. And I kind of think that 

he's always watched out for me. 'Cause whenever something 

happens or something that could happen, drastic happens, there's 

always a major shift. Or maybe I'm just lucky. 

 

That's it. I know that was a lot, wasn't it? 

 

DB: That was great. 

 

CR: No. Yeah, that was awesome. Did you always go and see your 

granddad or was there anyone else that you ran away to? 

 

ESL: My granddad passed away. He came down – like when I ran away 

to New York he would come down and visit a lot. Ironically, when 

he would come down and visit Bevard would always leave, which 

I thought was weird. Like "Why don't you be a man? Like you're 

bossing us around in the house. Why can't you be a man and be in 

the house when my grandfather comes?" You know what I'm 

saying?  

 

But yeah. But that's it. And I always mention that to him too, like 

recently I was saying, "Like when granddad come around why 

weren't you always around?" He goes, "Well, your mom would tell 

me to leave." I said, "Well, why didn't you – like you was boss and 
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man of the house before. Why didn't you just tell her like, no, you 

wanted to stay?" 'Cause my mom knew what was going on. Buster 

was like a whole gangster in New York, you know what I'm 

saying? So he would've demolished Bevard. So I didn't know that. 

 

DB: So were there ever – as a Black gay man, like did you ever have 

any experiences where you were sort of forced to be really 

hyperaware of your identity? So you were like, okay, I'm being – 

this is racial profiling or this person is homophobic? Like did you 

ever have any moments where – or I guess are you always 

constantly aware of your identities? 'Cause that could be something 

as well, I guess if that makes any sense. 

 

ESL: Okay, I'm going to answer this honestly. I think because of – I 

don't know what the correct word is, diction or how I present 

myself or how I sound, but it's never been an issue with me. I think 

what happens is if people see my outer appearance at first it 

becomes like a little threatening. But then when I open my mouth 

it just kind of goes away. You know what I'm saying? Because I 

remember when I went to West Virginia State I was called the 

Oreo cookie. Had no idea what an Oreo cookie was. You know 

what I'm saying? What the fuck is that? You know what I'm 

saying? 

 

It was like, "Oh, you're just Black on the outside, white on the 

inside. That's how you talk." I'm like, "What?" 'Cause you know, 

it's funny, because I went from Pikesville, so I talk like this all the 

time. And I didn't know that was a thing, that I could talk like that. 

So mind you, I'm running away, so when I run away I still had this 

like Pikesville or Randallstown verbiage. And I didn't know that 

was – but it seemed to intrigue people. Even to this day people say 

I don't sound like I'm from Baltimore. I was like, because, you 

know, it's probably a mixture of how I grew up, the towns I 

explored, all mixed up in one.  

 

DB: Yeah, that isgood. I mean that’s goodthat there were any – like 

aside from probably some of your runaway stories, any like major 

negative moments for you based on those?  

 

ESL: Oh, there was a couple of them. I'm trying to think about the whole 

racial thing. It wasn't until I got – and this is the thing, maybe 

because I wasn't aware. Let me say that. Because when you're 

young you're not really – you're kind of oblivious to a lot of stuff 

or a lot of things just slide over your head. So let me say that. 
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 It wasn't until I got – maybe I got in my 30s or 40s that I started 

noticing it, but I can usually turn it around by how I approach or 

talk to people. You know, and I think like it's really funny how you 

don't notice things until it's slapped in your face or forced in your 

face. 'Cause I'm kind of like the person to have like blinders on. So 

I kind of have – not blinders on. I like to take control of my space 

or what I do. So I don't put myself in situations that I don't have 

control in. And if I feel as though that you're reacting to 

something, I'm very quick wit, sharp tongue, and direct. So I 

always pinpoint it right away. Like "Is there a problem? What's 

going on?" Like "How can we fix this?" 

 

 Like this one white woman was like – oh, I'm sorry, family. We 

was in Giants, 'cause it was my godson and we were in Giants. 

And she kept like looking at my godson a certain way. I was like, 

"Okay." And I was like – we would go and every time we got out 

she looked at him again. I was like, "What's going on?" Like why 

you keep looking at my – like, "Is he mixed? 'Cause he's like very 

similar to you. Like is he mixed?" I'm like, "Why's that an issue?" 

You know what I'm saying? She's, "Oh, I was just having a 

conversation with my kids about different, you know, like 

ethnicities or different forms of Blackness and stuff like that, and 

they just want to know what he was mixed with." Like, "Bitch, are 

you crazy?" 

 

CR: None of your business. 

 

ESL: Like none of your business.  

 

DB: Right. 

 

ESL: It would've been different if you would've just came out and said 

that. But no, you followed us like he was like – like what?  

 

 But no, I don't really feel much _____ of that. I just think it's 

funny, though. What I do think is funny is what Black people – 

that's the funny part. 

 

DB: Let's talk about that. 

 

ESL: Yeah. Because like I was at work one day, 'cause I serve part time, 

so I was at work one day and I was talking and this person was 

like, "Oh, where you from?" and I'm like, "I'm from Baltimore." It 

was like, "Oh no. No. I meant where you from from?" I'm like, I’m 

from Baltimore Baltimore." You know what I'm saying? Like 

come on now. And then he was like – he goes, "Well, you don't 
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sound like you're from around here." I said, "Oh" and then I just – 

[snaps fingers] that's when the gay thing came in. So I was like, 

"Why don't we just get to the point, sir? What are you trying to 

say? Is it that I'm gay or how I'm talking?" He goes, "Well, it's a 

little bit of both." I said, "Well, I am gay, as you noticed. And I am 

from Pikesville, so." He goes, "I knew that was it. 'Cause you 

sound" – "What, sir? Educated?" [Laughs] You know what I’m 

saying? 

 

And then when I said that his wife started busting out laughing, 

'cause there's four of them. I said, "I sound educated or I don't have 

the Baltimore thing? Like what are you saying, 'cause I'm 

confused?" He goes, "No, I don't mean to offend you. I don't mean 

to offend you." It was like, "No offense taken. Can I take your 

order?" You know what I'm saying, 'cause at that point it's like it's 

just – that's where I get it from. People are like, "Oh, you don't 

sound like you're from around here." Like, "But I am, little do you 

know." 

 

But back to your question about trauma. I mean there was some – 

like one of the things I can remember is like one of my runaway 

escapades I was – like I would stay with like different people. Like 

thank god nothing happened to me. I would stay with different 

people. And this one dude, I guess he like dealt with trade in 

Baltimore, in trade is the acronym for like I guess straight boys 

that deals with gay guys, be it for money, drugs, or whatever the 

case may be. And this is traumatic. I never said that. So I was like 

–this was traumatic to me. 

 

So there was this woman that – Bubby –his name was Bubby. This 

woman Bubby brought into the house, it was like you could tell 

something was off with her, she was a little off or whatever. And 

then there was this guy over the house and she was like – and the 

guy was trying to have sex with her, right? And he was like – she 

goes, "I don't have sex unless you love me." And mind you, this 

happened for like a day and a half. "You've got to love me, going 

to be my boyfriend" blah blah blah blah blah blah. And he was 

like, 'Yeah, I love you." Blah blah blah. And he had sex with her 

and I'm like "Oh my god, it's a whole soap opera," you know what 

I'm saying? 

 

But then he had sex with her and I was like, "Okay." And then 

after he had sex with her he leaves. He goes, "It was trash" blah 

blah blah. And she runs out and she's crying, "You said you was 

going to love me," blah blah blah. For some reason that broke my 

fucking heart, I was like, "Oh my god." And I was like – so there 
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were certain things that would make me go back home. That was 

something that made me go back home, because I could've dealt 

with like all kinds of stuff, but for some reason that just did 

something to me. And I was like – like to this day I remember that, 

'cause I remember how she looked. We were out in the middle 

suite and she was crying, said, "You was going to love me" and 

blah blah blah. And I'm like, "You said you was going to love her." 

You know, I was believing that, you know what I'm saying?  

 

So I was like, okay, that was traumatic to me. That was really, 

really – 'cause that sticks with me to this day. To this day, like I see 

Bubby and I hate him. You know what I'm saying? Because I later 

found out that's the kind of stuff he does. You know what I'm 

saying? Like he would get guys to have sex with girls blah blah 

blah. But I didn't know this, because again, I'm young, I'm 

runaway, so I'm just like, "All right, this is a place for me to just 

chill out and get to know people, whatever."  

 

Something else that was traumatic to me. That was one. Yeah, I 

think that was it. I think the traumatic things in my life was my 

stepfather and Bubby. And I'm thinking anything else was just 

stuff I could deal with. But for some reason I couldn't deal with 

those two things. That was beyond my control. 

 

CR:   When you would run away were you still like in school? 

 

ESL:   Yes. And here's the thing –  

 

CR:   And what would you do?  

 

ESL: And that's why I didn't understand my mom, because I would run 

away, but I always went to school every day. You know what I'm 

saying? Or if I missed a day, like I would always make up for it. I 

would call my teacher. Like, "Mom, why didn't you just go up to 

school and see I was there?" Because like I didn't want to mess up 

my grades or anything. You know what I'm saying? Which goes to 

show me that my mom was doing her own little thing or going 

through her own stuff. You know what I'm saying? 'Cause I had to 

think about it, 'cause my mom was dealing with the death of my 

father, who was the main provider in the house, so she had to keep 

providing for the family even though he was gone. My stepfather 

at the time wasn't doing jack shit, you know what I'm saying?  

 

 So she was like, "I didn't realize" – she said when she didn't realize 

I was at school till she got a call from the principal congratulating 

me on like a test I took or whatever. And she was like, "What?" He 
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was like, "Yeah, he did really well on a test today." And she said 

she purposely did not bother me for a week. 'Cause she did come 

up to school the second week. She didn't come up that week 'cause 

she wanted me to keep doing well, 'cause she knew if I would 

come up there it would kind of go down. You know what I'm 

saying? So yeah, it was great. 

 

CR: Did that motivation to do well in school come from yourself or 

your parents do you think? 

 

ESL: Oh yeah, it definitely came from myself. I'm kind of an egomaniac, 

so – I mean I didn't know that then, but, you know, as you grow 

older. It kind of like – not egomaniac; let me see. Like I'm not 

going to let anything break me. Anything that I feel as I'm good at 

I'm going to remain good at, no matter what the obstacle is, if that 

makes sense. So that was it.  

 

CR: Do you feel that applies to ballroom as well? 

 

ESL: Oh, absolutely. Absolutely. Yeah.  

 

CR: I'm going to ask something that might change gears a little bit, but 

how do you think your experience like growing up in Baltimore 

might be different from those in other generations, whether 

someone younger than you growing up as a gay man or someone a 

generation older than you growing up as a gay man in Baltimore? 

 

ESL: I don't think it's – to be honest, I don't think it's different at all. I 

think what's happening – the only thing different is the time. You 

know what I'm saying? Because I think that everybody has their 

struggles. I think everybody has a point where they have to be self-

aware or self-diagnosed, if that's – you know, if you can do that. 

Like it's always a thing of like am I the only one, first of all? How 

society is going to treat me too. How I'm going to treat myself, you 

know? I think that  

 

 I honestly think it's pretty much the same, it's just a different time 

period. You know what I'm saying? I think it's easier now because 

you have support groups you can go to. 'Cause I know that if I had 

support groups I probably definitely would've went. Like to have 

like the gay and lesbian center; they didn’t have that when I was 

young, you know, 'cause I surely would've went to that, you know. 

That's why that's another reason why I'm so involved as a mentor 

in the ball scene, because that's my thing. Because I was like, you 

know, you want to mentor people that maybe had the same story as 

I had to, but you want to give them like a different story. Or they 
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have the same sort of thing, but you look at me and say, "Oh, it can 

get better." You know what I'm saying? Like or you can do 

something, you know what I'm saying? Or you can live to be that 

long.  

 

 'Cause when I was young, you know, HIV was a big thing. So a lot 

of people died. I know some close friends of mine. Ariel, who was 

like my ballroom wife, per se, passed away from it. You know 

what I'm saying? But, you know, it was just the point that how she 

passed away. She could've still been living, but she did like alcohol 

– she drank a lot. You know, so at that point with your cocktails 

you can't drink that much 'cause you'll like destroy your liver or 

kidney or whatever it was. It would destroy it. But she just kept 

drinking. I was like, "You can't drink, babe." 

 

 And then she calls me one day, she's in the hospital. She never 

came out of the hospital. So that's the closest that happened to me. 

But it's just the point that you want to get people like, "Hey, if 

you're going to take your medicine, take your medicine. Good. 

Don't drink. Don't do drugs," stuff like that. "If you feel that 

yourself is slipping you can always talk to me. There's other outlets 

you can talk to. I can take you to different places for care." 

 

 So I think that what's happening now is so incredible, because if it 

would've happened then I think it would've saved more lives or 

would've impacted more peoples' lives for the positive than for the 

negative. 

 

DB: Yeah. So what did exist when you were growing up? You 

mentioned going to Hats with your mother. Like were there other 

physical spaces like that? 

 

ESL: Well, nothing for the youth.  

 

DB: Right.  

 

ESL: So basically, you know, we had – I mean, you know, being young 

– I don't want to put an ethnicity on it, but being young and Black, 

you know, people create their own spaces. You know what I'm 

saying? So Druid Hill Park was a place that people hung out with. 

It was a cruising spot/hangout spot for a lot of people. And then I 

remember like down on the Meat Rack, which is Reed Street and 

that area, Reed Street, Howard and all that. That was a big gay 

hangout. I mean it still is, but not as big as it was then. That was a 

big gay hangout.  
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 In fact, when I first discovered downtown I go to the Meat Rack 

and I'm surrounding Miss Tan, Miss Kevin, Miss Howard. I still 

remember these peoples' names, 'cause that was a big thing; there 

had to be a Miss in front of everybody's name, Miss Tan, Miss 

Howard, Miss Kevin. And I go down there and I have like my long 

old man coat, like Milo jeans. I was turning it. At least I thought I 

was. So I'm walking down there and these people came up to me 

and was like, "Oh, you're new here. You're new around here." And 

they literally – it seemed like a Walt Disney film, 'cause I'm 

literally in the middle and they're circling around me. Literally 

circling around me. 

 

CR: Just checking – checking you out, yeah. 

 

ESL: Right. As soon as I go there like, "Oh, what's your name?" I'm like, 

"Eric." "Erica Kane, that's what we're going to call you." Mind you 

– and they're not standing still; there's this constant circle. You 

know, I'm like, "Why they walking in circles?" You know what I'm 

saying, “is this a thing they're doing there?" 

 

 So I was like, "No, my name is Eric." They was like, "Well, you're 

going to be Erica Kane for us and you're going to hang with us." I 

was like, "Uh, no." At that point I knew you're not the group I want 

to hang with. First, you look kind of dirty, and you're walking in 

circles and I want no part of that.  

 

 So I like – so they kind of introduced me to the people at the Meat 

Rack, 'cause we're going down there – and it's so funny, 'cause you 

had Dirty Kevin, you had the Brooke Shield Girls, you had the Fab 

Five. Mind you, in this little cluster group you had all these sub 

groups. And I was like – and then when you get down there it's like 

which one of these groups I want to be with? Do I want to be with 

the Brooke Shield Girls? But I wasn't light and pretty, 'cause they 

were light and pretty. And one actually did look like Brooke 

Shields, but a boy.  

 

 And then did I want to be a Dirty Girl? No, I didn't want to be with 

Miss Kane and Miss Kevin, 'cause they're a little too dirty and they 

liked to walk in circles and I didn't want no part to that. Do I want 

to be in the Fab Five? The Fab Five was good, but they also were 

thieves, and I didn't want no record. You know what I'm saying? 

So it took me – it was so funny, 'cause I was like I went down there 

and I was like, "Oh, this is horrible." And I leave. Then I kept 

going down there 'cause it was so much fun. You know what I'm 

saying? And it was just so fun because you can hang out with your 

friends, you can get sex if you wanted sex down there, because, 
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you know, I didn’t know – I learned out later that it was a pickup 

spot, too. You know what I'm saying? But it was just so much. To 

me it was like a playground. 

 

 I don't think they have that this – and maybe it wasn't the safest 

thing then, but to me it was just a whole lot of fun, because you 

had everybody from all these different groups that would just come 

to this area. Then I remember the Dirty Girls, Miss Kevin – and 

her Dirty – god forgive me. I remember Miss Tan and all that. I 

chased the Brooke Shield Girls actually up a tree 'cause they were 

too pretty. I just had to beat them up. And Miss Charles – Miss 

Charles is one of Brooke Shields – she runs up the tree. And David 

runs up the tree. Someone's like, "Oh my god, they're up a tree." 

It's like literally up in a tree.  

 

 But they were fun times. I mean, but little did I know – well, later I 

learned that a lot of them had their own traumatic traumas as well. 

So that was a way of us going – being in our own little community 

and getting away from it all. You know what I'm saying? And it 

was funny because it happened through the hours of 9:00-ish to 

like 6:00-ish AM. Because after 6:00, or like 7:00, daytime, you 

never saw anything. It was like it never happened. But as soon as 

like it gets dark – I'll just say it gets dark. As soon as it gets dark 

then boom, people will be down there.  

 

 So yeah, that had to be intriguing, but yet depressing, but yet 

intriguing, if you get what I'm saying. You know what I'm saying? 

 

CR: So you said the first time you went you were alone? 

 

ESL: Yeah. Yeah. The first time I went I was alone. But of course I 

eventually got with my group, or I kind of formed a group. So 

yeah. 

 

CR: I was just going to ask how old were you when you went? 

 

ESL: Sixteen. Sixteen, seventeen. 

 

CR: Okay. So still high school. 

 

ESL: Yeah, 16, 17, high school, yeah. Yeah, and that's when the whole 

running away – like 'cause that's the thing, like when I would run 

way I would – I found a place where I could get like the clothes I 

wear, like the new wave clothes for free, because they had like this 

little I guess homeless shelters or whatever, they gave clothes and 
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stuff like that. Like, "Bitch, I'll wear this coat anyway. I'll take 

that." You know what I'm saying?  

 

 And then I hung with like my then cousin – well, I call her my 

cousin, Kevin. We hung together. So he kind of let me know what 

was going on, what to do and not to do, so kind of that helped a lot 

too. So I was kind of like naïve, but yet not naïve. So it wasn't like 

– you couldn't bamboozle me. It wasn't easy to bamboozle me. 

Because I kind of think – even though I'm from Pikesville I didn't 

have street smarts, but I developed street smarts rather quickly. Or 

let's just say I knew or I could sense when something was good or 

bad. Let's just say that.  

 

 So we kind of had our own support system, but nothing like they 

do now. I think what they do now is freaking amazing. Like you 

have all these outlets that can like help you with housing, just 

morale, period. Or like I wish we could have a gay prom and all 

that kind of stuff, 'cause I know they used to do that, like have gay 

dances or whatever. Like I applaud that 'cause we didn't have that.  

 

DB: Go ahead. Sorry. 

 

ESL: No, go ahead. 

 

DB: I was going to say do you participate – aside from ballroom and 

you mentioned mentorship as well – so what are you involved in 

now in Baltimore City in some of these resources? 

 

ESL: What I kind of do stays in ballroom, 'cause that's the realm that I'm 

known in and that's where the realm I kind of think – not realm. 

That's the place that I kind of feel needs a lot of help, you know 

what I'm saying? Because the central – like ballroom has always 

been like for parents or people who feel as though they needed to 

find a family, or needs an outlet or something. That's where I feel 

as though I'm needed. That's why you have like the Health 

Department, who's trying to invest a lot in the ballroom, because, 

you know, to get people in care. But it's also a money thing for 

them as well. Let's keep it like 100. You know, there's a lot of 

money in that community, so that's why you kind of target the 

community. 

 

 But yeah, so that's why I kind of stay there.  

 

I mean before then we did have like the community centers; I 

would do like stuff for the community. Like when they had the 

Black Gay Pride – I know we segregate ourselves. Sorry, but we 
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do. When we had the Black Gay Pride in Baltimore my mom 

would always officiate it. Like she would come down, do the 

opening ceremony, hang out with the girls, and then leave. You 

know what I'm saying? And then a couple times she brought my 

sister down, 'cause my sister decided she wanted to be gay. So she 

came down and she would hang out. I'm like, "Mom, it's like 9:00. 

What are you still doing here?"  

 

'Cause my mom would do the opening thing, which was like 4:00 

or 5:00 and she would leave. And she was like, "Kelly's down here, 

so I can't leave 'cause Kelly's here." I was like, "Kelly, Mom's 

ready to go." She goes, "I'm having fun." [Laughs] 

 

CR:  She didn’t want to go. 

 

ESL: Right. She didn't want to go. So I just – it shows you the type of 

person my mom is; she has her good side and she has her bad side. 

You know what I'm saying? She's very patient with Kelly. But it's 

funny, though, 'cause Bevard kicked Kelly out, so maybe because 

it was the gay thing that bothered Bevard. You know? 

 

DB: Do you have other family members who are gay as well, outside of 

your immediate family? 

 

ESL: It's me, it was my – it's Kelly, she's bi. She's married to a guy 

named Kelly now. But she definitely wears the pants in the family. 

It's funny 'cause she has her girl's night where she leaves out – 

whatever works for them works for them. You know what I'm 

saying? And my nephew, Willie. So what I can say is – what I can 

applaud myself is – like because in my family, like minus Bevard, 

I know that it's me, Corey, Eddie, TJ, and Kelly. I can say that – 

this is going to sound vain – I'm my mom's favorite child. I know 

that. My mom was trying to have a girl forever. She finally had 

Kelly, who was the last girl child, so I'll say she's second-favorite. 

You know what I'm saying? But you know when it's everybody's 

favorite, you know, just put it there. But I can say because of me 

that whoever is gay coming after me is gravy. You know what I'm 

saying? Because my family loves me.  

 

I was one of the people that – 'cause I never mentioned my 

brothers during like the whole struggle thing, but there were times 

when I did have problems down at the Meat Rack. Mind you, I had 

a red Chevette. You guys know what those are, probably.  

 

DB:   The cars, yeah. 
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ESL: That if I had problems I would pick up my brother Corey, put him 

on one corner, because you know, that's where guys in that trade 

at. Put him on a corner and I had to get Tan, one of the Dirty Girls, 

beat up one day. So I was like, “Tan” to my brother- he goes, 

"Show me who it is," so I was like, "Right there." So Corey goes to 

the corner and Tan comes up to him and tries to talk. So they go in 

the alley and he beats him up and Tan's like, "Oh my god, Trey just 

beat me up. Trey just beat me up. Oh my god. Oh my god" and 

blah blah blah. So it was like, "Oh, what happened?"  

 

 So Dirty Kevin goes behind there and he beats him up too. He 

goes, "Oh my god, Trey is vicious. Trey is vicious." It's like "Oh 

my god." So Corey comes out of the alley, he grabs my hand, he 

was like, "Can I go now?" [Laughs] I was like, "Yeah." And Tan 

was like, "Oh my god, you know Trey?" I said, "This is my 

brother." "Oh, that's your brother?" He goes, "Yeah, you fuck with 

him I'm going to fuck you up again," you know what I'm saying? 

[Laughs] 

 

 So that's the kind of thing. And since then everybody knew you 

don't mess with Eric, because when people say – 'cause I'm one of 

those people – you know how people say, "I'm going to get my 

family"?  

 

CR: Mm-hmm. 

 

ESL: No, bitch, when I say I'm going to get my family, they're going to 

come. You know? To this day, like Eddie comes – like he's like the 

gangster of the house – family. He cuts hair down on – near 

Lexington Market. And a lot of gay guys come to him because 

they know that he knows me. You know what I'm saying? And he 

was like, "My clientele is banging and I let them know that 

everybody knows that yeah, we already know if you mess with 

Enrique you're going to kill us." They all know that, you know 

what I'm saying? But they go to him because they feel comfortable 

with him because he doesn't judge. 

 

 Same thing with like I have this – my nephew, Willie, that just 

came out. Everybody knew Willie was gay. Let's keep it a 

hundred. You know, you kind of tell when somebody's young. 

Willie had hair down to here when he was younger and he always 

did the whole flick thing. "Right," you know, and did the…. 

 

 So it bothered my brother, TJ, so he cut his hair. So Willie cried 

for a long time. Like to this day I remember – I was like, Willie – 

he's like, "I miss my hair," you know what I'm saying? So he 
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grows up and he was like "I think Willie might be gay." I'm like, 

"Duh, bitch." [Laughs] Gay as fuck. You know, but we didn't say 

anything. But "I don't know how to handle that." I'm like, "What 

do you mean? Dude, I'm a whole gay man. Y'all dealt with me all 

my life. Like be there for him." 

 

And so they – and it's so funny, 'cause now he goes up to the 

school – like he goes to college in Philadelphia. His dad goes up to 

his college, goes to his gay/lesbian groups with him and blah blah 

blah, because I can say that I helped with that, because I think what 

it is, I kind of set the example. I'm not dying; I'm not on drugs or 

anything like that. With the supportive people then you can live to 

be really good, and I think they can see that. And that's why it's 

like whoever comes after me is good.  

 

'Cause beforehand I had this cousin, Skippy. He's older than me, 

on my father's side. And Skippy was horrible. He was an alcoholic 

he was a drug addict. He did eventually, may he rest in peace, pass 

away from HIV. So when people saw me they kind of thought that 

I would be patterned behind that; that was going to happen to me. 

But that wasn't my story. Everybody's story is different, you know 

what I'm saying? So that was that. Yeah. 

 

So I've got to say they're doing pretty good.  

 

CR:   You good? Okay. 

 

DB:   Yeah, I just had to give you a break. 

 

CR: Yeah, it's actually fine. That's awesome that you could be that 

person for your nephew. How old is he now? You said he's in 

college. 

 

ESL: He's like 18. It's so funny, 'cause he just – last year he introduced 

us to his boyfriend – he's a cute little boy – introduced us to his 

boyfriend. Kelly's like, "Willie's coming with his boyfriend. 

Willie's coming with his boyfriend, don't say nothing," blah blah 

blah. So we was like, "Awww, that's so cute," 'cause everybody 

knew Willie was gay. "Come on, Willie, who you fooling?" You 

know what I'm saying? 

 

 So he comes with his boyfriend, his boyfriend comes in and 

everybody's trying not to look, like, "Aww, you're his boyfriend. 

Oh, so cute." Eddie, the gangster of the family is like, "Yo, if you 

mess with Willie I'm going to break your legs." [Laughs] That's 

what he tells everybody; that's Eddie's role. You know what I'm 
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saying? And the guy's like, "What?" He's like, "Yeah, don't mess 

with my nephew. I'm going to break your legs. If you break his 

heart I'm going to fuck you up," you know what I'm saying? So 

you have that little talk.  

 

And I think it's so cool that Eddie has that talk with people. His 

whole family – my mother was like looking at the little boy, taking 

pictures of them and blah blah blah. So of course it made his 

boyfriend feel awkward, because like, "Yeah, what did I just come 

into?" And Willie's like, "Oh, this is my family," you know, saying 

that that's how they are. You know what I'm saying? 'Cause you 

have my nieces and nephews, we were all there. 'Cause I think it 

was like Christmas, so everybody was there. So everybody met the 

boy. So you shouldn't have brought your boyfriend if you didn’t 

want all this to happen, but that's what happened.  

 

Yeah, it was cool.  

 

CR:   Yeah. Do you have kids yourself or –? 

 

ESL:   I do. I have a son from Barbara Toy. That's another story. 

 

DB:   The college – 

 

ESL: The college girl, right. So apparently I got her – the only time I 

could have sex with girls is when I was drunk. And I had sex with 

Barbara Toy one time. And my son –. 

 

CR: That's all it takes. 

 

ESL: I didn't know that's all it took. And my son Justin was born. It's a 

funny story. So, you know, we go away. I'm gay gay, whatever. 

She comes to Baltimore to my mom's house and she was like, 

"Hey, I have something" – she goes, "I have something to show 

you." [Laughs]My mom's like, "What?" She goes, "Here." 

[Laughs] 

 

CR: Grandchild.  

 

ESL: Right. So she drops this – she's like, "Whose son is this?" 'cause 

she's thinking it's Corey or Eddie's. Corey has like 12 kids, Eddie 

has 11. So she's like, "Oh, it's, well" – it's like – it's like, wow. Like 

she was like, "Oh, this has got to be either Corey's or Eddie's." She 

goes, "But you look familiar." She goes, "Yeah, I'm Barbara." She 

goes, "Eric's beard," 'cause that's what she would call Barbara, my 
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beard. She's like, "Yeah." She goes like, "What's this?" She goes, 

"His son."  

 

 So of course I had to go through the whole blood work and it 

turned out to be my son. It was so funny. And to this day it's so – 

that whole story of like why are you just going to drop a baby on 

the doorstep, 'cause that's essentially what you did. And you didn't 

tell me, do anything. She just said that she just thought I should be 

involved, and I did get involved. And now Justin's like spoiled as 

fuck. And it's funny, 'cause when he grew up I had friends – this is 

a funny story. 

 

 I have this friend named Glenn. He was flamboyant. So Justin had 

to call him Auntie Glenn. You know what I'm saying? Auntie or 

Glenn, like Auntie Glenn, either one. So as Justin got older Glenn 

got a little older too and he got more masculine per se. You know 

what I'm saying? So it was now this whole pseudo-thug-nificent 

going on or whatever. So whenever Justin comes home he'll say, 

"Hey, Auntie Glenn" and Glenn was like, "No, no. It’s not auntie –

”. “Uh-uh. "You told me to call you Auntie Glenn. It's going to 

always be Auntie." [Laughs] 

 

 So I just think that's hysterical that Justin does that. So yeah, he's 

pretty cool. 

 

CR: How old is Justin now?  

 

ESL: Justin's like 27 now. He's really great. Oh, I'm sorry, 32. 'Cause I 

lie about – I used to lie about my age all the time, so 32. He's really 

good. He's really good – he's a really good son. He's dealing with 

PTSD 'cause he used to be in the Army. So I guess he went 

through a lot – I know he went through a lot of stuff. So it's kind of 

– my son was green. Is that right? Not green. My son was an 

innocent child; he wasn't brought up in the hood, he didn't have 

any hood mentalities. There was no reason why – I mean he didn't 

discover girls until maybe 17, 16. You know what I'm saying? So 

he had no reason to join the Army, but he wanted to be his own 

man, join the Army, so, you know, that's what it is. 

 

 And now kind of like it was traumatic for him. So that's what I'm 

dealing with now. Like before you went into the Army, you know, 

you was okay. Now that you're out of the Army then it's a lot going 

on, like got to make sure you take your medication. It's almost like 

I'm not raising him again, but it's like I have to feel as though I 

have to be there more for him now than I did prior, if that makes 

sense. Yeah. Yeah.  
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DB: And I know you said you had– your roommate was your boyfriend 

in college. 

 

ESL: Mark, mm-. 

 

DB: Yes. Did you ever have any open gay relationships either in 

college or after? 

 

ESL: Of course. I mean I don't care what anybody says, when you have 

– okay, maybe with girls it's different. [Laughs] Well, guys that 

young, you're not really for real for real. Like whatever. Like we 

would have little threesomes and stuff like that of course, because, 

you know, that was Mark's – when Mark came to the school that 

was his way of coming out. You know, so it was kind of reverse, 

he came to school to kind of come out, even though we both had 

girlfriends and he was really into church. Like to kind of come out, 

but to experience his gay side that’s what he did. Where I was 

already experienced with the gay life and I went to college to get 

away from it. Yeah.  

 

 So yeah, I mean of course we did a little freaky deaky here and 

there, you know what I'm saying? As far as my other boyfriend, I 

was in a nine-year relationship. No, not with a nine-year 

relationship, but he told me that if we would have we probably 

would've still been together. I said, "Oh really?" But I think that's 

kind of true. You know, see, 'cause you're young and to be in a 

relationship that long you really want to experience and want to 

experience together, even though people try not to promote that. 

But I sometimes think it is wise because it's like, "Hey, we went 

through this together. We know that makes us stronger" or if puts 

this then you never should've been together in the first place. That's 

it. 

 

DB: So you're single now? 

 

ESL: Mm-hmm. Single now. 

 

DB: Dating? Mingling? Not really interested? 

 

ESL: Well, I am interested, but I think – like I told when I mentioned my 

whole mother thing, I never want to be a fool for anybody. And I 

think that is the problem with myself, Corey, and Eddie. 

Remember, this is my thing. We don't want to be anybody's fool, 

so I'm always conscious of that. And I know that is something that 

I need not to worry about or think about, but it's always a block in 
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my head. You know what I'm saying? Because, you know, you're 

falling for some people like – somebody slips I’m like, "Uh-uh, 

you're doing that Bevard shit," you know what I'm saying? So it's 

like "I've got to let you go."  

 

 Like now I'm more, 'cause I kind of – you know, like I feel as 

though people should go to therapy all the time. You know what 

I'm saying? Especially Black gay men or Black gay people, period, 

should go. 'Cause it seems like in our society it's like being Black 

is hard, but in the Black society being gay is a sin it seems like. 

And it seemed rough then, and you would like to say that it's a 

little bit more – and maybe it is a tad more acceptable now, but 

people are still going through that. In the Black society it's like 

destruction of Black men. You know what I'm saying, like 

"They're just trying to kill our family" blah blah blah, but that's not 

the case. You know? Because homosexuality always existed. You 

know, look at the Renaissance, or the Harlem Renaissance. The 

Harlem Renaissance was formulated by Black gay people, you 

know what I'm saying? So it was like, "Come on."  

 

But, you know, I think this little dude wants to talk to me, and I'm 

thinking about – I was in a relationship recently, but thank god I 

got out, 'cause I don't smoke, I don't do drugs. I don't mind people 

who do drugs – recreational drugs, you know. But, you know, 

when you start get getting into the coke and all that, uh-uh, I'm out 

of that. You know, I'm too old to be like have to deal with that. I 

don't have to worry about you coming in my house and have to 

worry about you harming me or my cat. You know what I'm 

saying? So yeah, I'm a cat man, so it's like, right, you ain't harming 

my cat.  

 

And my son. So my son, we had a conversation, was like, "Yo, 

when you going to start dating again? We've got to date. We've got 

to get you out there." Like "You worry about you Justin and I'll 

date – I'll worry about" – [Laughs] 

 

CR:   Right. What about Justin?  

 

ESL: Right. Right. Yeah, right. But there's little boy that I'm thinking 

about dating.  

 

DB: Yeah. 

 

ESL: Yeah, it's great.  

 

CR: That's awesome. 
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CR: So you talked about like the importance of therapy. So when did 

you start going to therapy? 

 

ESL: I haven't. So what I do is I have groups that I go to where we all sit 

around and we talk. And to me, like I went to the Poconos two 

weeks ago and there was like Black gay men and we all sat and 

talked. So that's therapeutic too. This is therapeutic, you know 

what I'm saying? I think anytime that you get to hear yourself talk 

and you talk about like different things, you know, that does help 

you and you do get advice from other people. Like the two weeks 

ago, that was so energizing because I got a lot off my chest, people 

got a lot off of theirs, and you can like bat back and forth. 

 

 But I kind of think – like I do want to go to therapy, and I've got a 

couple of therapists that I'm looking at. But I want to – I think it's 

important to interview therapists, you know what I'm saying? 

 

DB: Mm-hmm. 

 

CR: Mm-hmm. 

 

ESL: Because I need somebody who can kind of relate, but not really. 

You know what I'm saying? I need somebody that kind of knows 

the struggle, but is still going to be able to tell me what I need 

without like being biased, if that's the correct phrase. But for 

instance, I would never go to a white therapist. I wouldn't, because 

I need somebody who's kind of based in the culture to kind of 

know. Like if I was – the therapist that I would know that it's kind 

of a struggle, like the whole gay thing in the Black culture thing. 

Even though whites it's kind of similar, but I don't think it's kind of 

harsh, 'cause with us it's kind of harsh. So I need somebody who 

would do that.  

 

 Like I want to go twice a year, just spill all my guts and then leave. 

You know what I'm saying? Because people do that to me all the 

time. Like when I used to catch the bus people would just tell me 

their whole life on the bus and I'm like, "Oh really? Wow. I don't 

even know you." Never see them again. And sometimes I think 

that's important, 'cause people just need a listening ear. That's all. 

That's it.  

 

CR: How did you find that like group of people going to the Poconos?  

 

ESL: On Facebook. It was a group – like we had like a Facebook group 

that we talked about. And it turned out to be really cool. Like 
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they're really a great group of guys and it was just like you can – it 

wasn't like no sexual tension or anything like – you know, you get 

a lot of Black gay men together, you know, it's all about…. 

 

 But it wasn't that. It was like it was just really cool. And you could 

actually like – I really look forward to it every year because that's 

my way of like my therapy, go there and talk and just talk and talk. 

I don't drink, I don't smoke, but in the Poconos I got drunk, sang 

karaoke. So it's just different things to get off the bucket list, so 

that was really incredible. So Facebook is how I met these guys. 

 

CR: What's your go-to karaoke song?  

 

ESL: Oh, I don't sing karaoke. But the thing about it is I finally did it, 

'cause one thing off my bucket list was to – two things; I want to 

do a sip and paint. We did that there. And then I wanted to do 

karaoke. I did that there, drunk. But my go-to song is "Touch Me" 

by Jim Morrison and "Mama Will Provide." Y'all know that song? 

 

DB: I don't know that song.  

 

CR: I don't know that one. 

 

ESL: It's from This Island. It's a Broadway song. Alex – what's her 

name? Just pull up "Mama Will Provide." And I killed it. But it 

was so funny, 'cause I was like, "Guys, I don't know if you know 

this song," 'cause, you know, Jim Morrison. People say, "Who the 

fuck is that?" I was like, "Well, I'm a Pikesville kid, so you 

probably wouldn't know that." But like while everybody was down 

with the whole R&B and like all these things I had no idea what 

that was, but I knew who the Doors and the Who and all that stuff. 

That's my genre, right? So I started singing that. But then "Mama 

Will Provide," people was like, "Oh my god, you killed it," blah 

blah blah, "I want to see this." Perfect. So I was happy after that. 

 

 And I took an edible. I never want to do that again. That was 

horrible. I don't know if I – 'cause it was a small Rice Krispies 

treat. I was – I thought when people get high it was supposed to be 

a pleasurable high, not a confusing high, and I felt confused. I'm 

never doing that again. People say, "Oh, you just took too much of 

it," but it was this big.  

 

CR: A little goes a long way actually.  

 

ESL: Definitely. 
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 [Laughter] 

 

DB: With edibles – not that I know – but yeah, if you gotta get a little 

bit, or I've heard really bad stories. It is usually with edibles, not so 

much smoking. 

 

ESL: Right. And I was like – like I felt myself – so at first I was like, oh, 

I took it like two hours ago, oh, that shit was whack, 'cause I didn't 

feel – I was like boom. And it was like when people – 'cause we 

had like – there was a circle and we were talking. And it's like 

when you look at the person it was like you zoomed on this person 

and everybody just blurred out. It was like a haze around this 

person. It's like, ah, not good. [Laughs]  

 

DB: That's really funny. 

 

ESL: It was horrible. I'm never doing that again, though. Yeah, that was 

my one and done, and I told my brother – he was like, "Who gave 

it to you?" I said, "It was just a group." He goes, "No, who gave it 

to you?" Like, "You cannot beat everybody up, Eddie. Calm the 

fuck down."  

 

[Laughter] 

 

ESL: Don't matter who gave it. And my mom was like, "No, who gave it 

to you? We want to know. We want to know." This shows you 

about my family. 

 

 So at work Sunday I'm play-arguing with this girl named Jackie in 

my Job and she was like blah blah blah blah blah. This guy says, 

"Don't be yelling at Eric Jenkins like that. Don't be yelling at him 

like that." And I had no idea who this person was. And she was 

like blah blah blah. He goes, "I'll call Brenda." "Brenda" blah blah 

blah, "Brenda." I was like this guy knows my name, my 

government name, he knows my mother's name, and he knows 

Eddie's – Corey's name. And I was like, "Yeah, call Brenda, let her 

know." My mom 20 minutes later texts me, she goes, "Who is 

yelling at you and why?" [Laughs] And I showed Jackie, I was 

like, "Jackie, look at this." She goes, "But you said you didn't 

know who he was." I said, "I didn't, but apparently he knows my 

mother. She wants to know who was yelling." And I take a picture 

of Jackie and sent it to her, I was like, "She's playing."  

 

DB: And this is this past Sunday? 
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ESL: Yes. And I said – she was floored. She was like, "Oh, you wasn't 

lying about your family." I'm like, "Yes. Yes." That's why I love 

my family to death. You know why, because I took care of them 

when I was younger. Not so much my mom, but my brother. 

'Cause my father passed away, you know. My mom was going 

through her little – her mourning, you know what I'm saying? And 

when you're kids you don't understand that's a real thing. You 

know? So she was deeply going through with that. But I would 

break in peoples' houses to get clothes and stuff for my – my 

brothers was always done up in school.  

 

 I got a knock on the door – this is something that I never tell 

anybody. I got a knock on the door, it is a juvenile thing. And I’m 

getting arrested. Like, "Bitch, what I'm being arrested for?" "Bitch, 

you know why you're getting arrested for. You broke in all these 

peoples' houses, took all their clothes." No money, nothing, just 

clothes, you know. And Eddie will never let me forget that. He's 

like, "Yo, you clothed us for a whole year." And people trying to – 

my mom was like – cause back then – I don't think they ever do 

this now, but like Giants, in supermarkets you have like little boys, 

like, 'Hey, can I carry your bags to the car?" Do they still do that? 

 

DB: I've seen them sometimes. 

 

CR: I haven't seen them do that. 

 

ESL: Right. But back then it was real popular. So that's how we make a 

lot of money. I would make a lot of money doing that. So I'm 

thinking like a momma. He was always getting these Izods, these 

Dark Siders and all that stuff, from picking – taking peoples' bags 

to the car, come on now. But to this day my brothers will never let 

me forget that, like "You took care of us so we're always going to 

take care of you." So I think that's why, you know, we're always 

there for each other.  

 

DB: Was that the only time you were arrested? 

 

ESL: Hell no. Driving on a suspended license. I was. That was one of 

my – like when I – like I told you, I had a red Chevette. I had a 

license then. You know, tickets and all that stuff, you know, 

something happens if you get tickets and you don't pay them, you 

know, they take away your license. You don't know that, though, 

'cause you don't get bail, you know what I'm saying? [Laughs] 

 

CR: Mm-hmm. 
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ESL: So I'm going to – 'cause I went to Pikesville and then my mom – 

no, Randallstown. And then my mom switched me to Eastern over 

here because I was getting unruly. But of course I was unruly, 

because, you know, bitch, I'm running away every other day, I'm 

tired of Bevard, you know what I'm saying? So she takes me to 

Eastern to live with my aunt, whatever. Try to make me. So I go to 

Eastern. So I'm driving to Eastern – driving. City schools. I didn't 

know they didn't have cars; nobody told me that. So I'm driving to 

Eastern. So I'm going and driving and I'm like, "Hey, where's 

student parking?" So I'm asking one of the people, the students was 

like, "What?" I said like, "Where is student parking? Like where 

do I park my–.” “Bitch, we don’t  get that shit over here.” 

[Laughs] It's like, "Wait a minute. What?"  

 

 And then I go and I park my car next to like where the teacher – 

'cause I had like a yellow – at that time I had a Volkswagen 'cause 

I wrecked my Chevette, so I had a Volkswagen Beetle. Cute. Little 

yellow orange. 

 

CR: Really cute, yeah. 

 

ESL: Right. Cute, with the little – I loved my car. Anyway, so I go there 

and I was like, "Could you tell me where student parking is?" 

'Cause I know in Reynoldstown if you parked in undesignated 

spots you would get fined. So I didn't want to do that in Eastern. 

And the lady just looked at me, she's like, "No one has a car here. 

Half the teachers don't have cars. You going to park that shit?" I 

was like, "So is shit the running joke around here? Is that the only 

word people know in this school?"  

 

 But yeah, so I'm leaving school that day and I get pulled over 

'cause I ran a red light and I realized that my license was 

suspended. I was like, "Oh, what? It is?" So yeah, so I got arrested 

that time. So that's the only two times. 

 

DB: Yeah. And so when you had to like steal clothes for your siblings 

did you ever have to do other things similar to that? Like to get 

resources? Like were ya'll always good as far as – 

 

ESL: Uh-uh. I was just – no, I never – like I've never been a – no. Like 

prostitution was never a thing for me. I enjoy sex. I don't want to 

have to do anything to get paid for it, too. I mean even though I 

should've – like maybe I should've got paid for it back in the day. 

But it was like something that I actually enjoyed, so that was never 

a thing for me. I was like – I consider myself bougie, 'cause I'm 

from like Randallstown, so I had to keep that. It was a little bougie. 
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I'm bougie, but stealing other peoples' houses, you know, make 

that make sense. 

 

 But yeah, I've never had like drugs or prostitution. I think the only 

thing I did was steal clothes. Yeah. And I had a reason for doing 

that, though. You know what I'm saying? It's not like I just wanted 

to take the shit. No, I took the shit so Eddie could wear it. No, I 

took the shit – and it's funny because some of these peoples' 

clothes I stole Eddie and them went to school with. So, bitch, they 

have your clothes on right there; you just never notice it? You 

know what I'm saying? [Laughs] 

 

CR: Yeah. That’s pretty funny.  

 

ESL: Like I purposely would make friends with people – I was 

conniving. This is how I know I was like a klepto. I would 

purposely make friends with people who were the same size as my 

brothers. If that makes sense. 

 

CR: Mm-hmm. 

 

DB: Yeah. 

 

ESL: So I was like – that's when I knew, bitch, you smart. You know 

what I'm saying? [Laughs] And it was like, "Oh, you look about 

the same. What size do you wear? Perfect," you know, then I'd be 

friends with them. Yeah. 

 

 I was a well-spoken Black kid, so nobody ever suspected me. 

Yeah. 

 

CR: How did someone ever found out that the juvenile people showed 

up at your doorstep? 

 

ESL: I think – one of the maids – I was leaving out of the house and one 

of maids was going in, 'cause at that time like a lot of maids were 

cleaning houses that had their own kids and stuff. So I'm walking 

out and she's like, "What are you doing?" and I'm like, "Oh, I'm 

just leaving." And she was like "Are they home?" and I was like, 

"Nah" and I just left. And that's how they found out, because, duh, 

I'm in Randallstown and maybe – at that time there was maybe 

four Black families in the whole community. So it was easy to find 

me, you know what I'm saying? We were that Black family, so that 

was it. 
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DB: How was that growing up, like in that community with not a lot of 

Black families? 

 

ESL: Okay, so going back to your racism question – race – like now it's 

starting to come back. Okay. When I was young we used to – when 

we moved to 5701 Bonnie Gray Road we go in there, there was 

already a Black family there on one side. And then there was a 

white family – everything else was white. So there was a Black 

family here, white family here, and then we were moving right 

here. So we go in there and we're like saying hi and my mom was 

like trying to be like say hi to the neighbor, you know, "Hey, 

what's up?"  

  

 So me and Eddie – no, me and Corey. Eddie was really young. Me 

and Corey walk around the neighborhood. So we get stopped – oh, 

not it’s starting to click- we get stopped by the police. And I was 

like, "Hey, what's going on?" You know, basically, I mean just – 

the gist of the conversation is "What the fuck you doing here?" 

That's it. And we're saying, "Hey, we live here." And he was like, 

"Really? You should take us to see your house." You know what 

I'm saying? So we take him to the house. You know, at first we 

didn't know where – 'cause we're walking, now we're in a car, so, 

you know, "Oh, I think it's this way, but I remember it's 5701 

Bonnie Gray," he goes, "Are you sure about that?"  

 

So he goes and drives there. My mother opens the door and he was 

like – she was like – he was like "Is the lady of the house here?" 

and my mom was like, "I am the lady of the house here." He was 

like, "Oh, so these your kids?" She goes, “They're both my kids. 

What's going on?" "Oh, we just saw him walking around." She's 

like, "So they can't walk around their neighborhood," 'cause there 

was literally like we was on the street and the elementary school 

had a playground and that's where we were trying to get to. And 

she was like, "So they were walking to the playground. Is there a 

problem, officer?" She goes, "No, we just wanted to make sure 

they lived here." She goes, "So there is a problem." 

 

You know what I'm saying? But see, we didn't like – at that point 

you were like I just want to go to the playground. So we would ask 

them, "Could you drive us to the playground? 'Cause you drove us 

all the way back here. Can you drive us to the playground?" He 

did, you know what I'm saying? 'Cause I guess he felt bad or 

whatever.  

 

But two weeks later there's a for sale sign on the house next to us 

and I was like – and my mom was like, "Oh, they're selling the 
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house" or whatever. And that's when I realized – like now I'm 

thinking about it, because I saw a show that when Black families 

move in a lot of white families migrate out. And then it was like, 

"Oh, that's what happened." I had no clue. You know what I'm 

saying? But that's what happened, the Hurts' left out and the 

Morrisons moved in. And then it kind of trickled down. Except for 

like – that was it. So we went from four to five Black families to 

seven to eight Black families. And that was it. 

 

CR:   Gotcha. Do you have more? 

 

   Are we ready for like our ending questions, do you think? 

 

DB:   Yeah, I think so.  

 

 Yeah, I wanna give you a break it's been a while. So this has been 

great, though. 

 

ESL: Absolutely.  

 

DB: I could literally sit here all day and listen to your stories. 

 

CR: Yeah. Listen to more stories for sure.  

 

ESL: Right. 

 

DB: So we asked you a lot of questions, but is there anything that we 

didn't ask you that you feel like would've benefited this interview, 

something that you feel you would like to share? 

 

ESL: Yeah, ballroom. Those are things – it's a big part of my life. Like 

so ballroom, I was introduced to it kind of late, 'cause a lot of times 

now people are introduced to ballroom early, where I was 

introduced to ballroom in my 20s. So it was just a way of 

expressing things, 'cause I used to model as well when I was 

younger. So my category was runway. So I just want to say how 

important that ballroom is in developing like careers. You know 

what I'm saying? Courage, you know, proper – even etiquette. You 

know what I'm saying? Depending on what house you join.  

 

So it's just like ballroom can save lives, and I don't think people 

know that, because, you know, you can attach to people, like the 

right type of people that kind of can steer you the right way. You 

know what I'm saying? So I would say ballroom.  
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'Cause I was kind of already – since I started at 20 I was kind of 

already there, but it kind of gave me a sense of like belonging or a 

sense of being a star, per se. Because it was like if you do well it's 

kind of like our gay Black Hollywood, you know? So ballroom is 

really important, especially to this generation, because a lot of 

people go straight into ballroom.  

 

DB: Were there any moments that you felt ballroom really saved you or 

you had a support system there that you really needed in that 

moment? 

 

ESL: Ballroom – again, I kind of aged out of that, because when I kind 

of went in I kind of knew the person. I could say it helped me a 

little bit; I wouldn't say it saved me. It gave me a sense of 

belonging, so to speak, and a community. It also gave me like a 

sense of fellowship with a lot of people, like that would be like me, 

in like different houses. You know? Like when I first – 'cause I 

didn't know what house I wanted to be. My cousin wanted me to 

be a Milan and I was like, "Okay," but then I heard the Milans was 

like colorist – colorism, they dealt with that. Like you had to be 

your complexion to be a Milan and then the darkies, you know, 

had to be like – they were like baggage handlers or whatever the 

case may be, so I didn't want to deal with that. So I wanted to go 

with the – I was told with the Black version of Milan, which is 

Allure. So I was, “What the fuck that mean?”.  

 

 But anyway, so I became an Allure. I remember the first ball I ever 

went to – well, how I know I wanted to be in Allure – there was 

this two – Monica, who ended up being my gay mother, and T, her 

boyfriend, which I thought it was girls and a guy; it turned out 

Monica was a transgendered woman and T was a trans man. You 

would never know by looking at them. So they're walking – they 

call out the category "realness," so Monica was walking. I know, 

so what is this. It's like this realness, like it's transgendered women 

or femme queens – that's the term – it was like femme queen 

realness. I'm like, "What is femme queen?" It's guys that look like 

girls. I was like, "What? That's a girl? I mean that's a guy?" There's 

all – like I said, "That's a guy?" and it's Monica. _____ like, 

"Yeah," and she was like, "I'm fucking amazing." 

 

 And people were like, "What house do you want to be in?" 

"Whatever house she's in, I want to be in that house." You know 

what I'm saying? And they told me in order for me to join I had to 

walk a ball. And like, "What do you want to walk?" I said, "What 

are the categories?" They was like – they told me there was like 

runway. I'm like, "Bitch, I'm a model anyway. I’ll do runway."  
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 So we're at the club Odell's, which is down the street. Oh no, 

Odell's is not there anymore. Gaspys down the street; they're still 

there. So I walk and I win. And it was like, "Okay, am I an Allure 

now?" 'cause I won this ball. You know what I'm saying? And it 

was like, "Yeah, you're an Allure" and everybody starts busting out 

laughing. And I was like, "Yeah." I was like, "Okay, I'm in a house 

now." You know, so I tell my mom and my mom's all excited for 

me. She goes, "What house are you in, Ebony?" 'Cause remember, 

my momma's Ebony. I goes, "No, Ma, I'm an Allure." She goes, 

"Ugh, you're in that bougie house." "Ma, I'm bougie." You know 

what I'm saying? 

 

 So it was fun. I just really think that ballroom's really important 

because it gives people a way to express themselves, you know 

what I'm saying? Be it through dance, be it through fashion, be it 

through runway, or whatever the case it gives – it's just really 

important. I think it's what we need so people can express like their 

creative selves. So yeah, ballroom, definitely. That's the reason 

why I'm sitting here now, because of ballroom, because of the 

Peabody thing. And I was an Allure. Now we've transformed to St. 

Laurent. You know what I'm saying? So it was like it is what it is. 

It's very important. 

 

DB: Yeah, ballroom makes me emotional, and I surely can't do–.  

 

ESL: [Laughs] It does. 

 

DB: –any of that stuff, you know, watching the houses on TV, it's just 

like you see the connections that people make, you see how it has – 

 

ESL: Exactly. 

 

DB: -how it's really anchoring them in their identities. I just think that 

it's just beautiful. 

 

ESL: Absolutely. Absolutely. It's so important. You've got to think about 

it, because it's how people – you form people like that's why – you 

know, I have to be careful how I approach people, because it's how 

you formulate their personalities or the images or like how they 

feel about themselves. You know what I'm saying? And I think as 

an elder in that society you kind of have to do that, like, "Hey, you 

can't" – like I'm never going to – I frown upon those who get high 

in front of like the younger kids, 'cause they see that action and 

want to do it. You know what I'm saying? So you can never say 

you've seen me drink or you can never say you've seen me get 
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high, you can never say you've seen me have sex. You can never 

say any of that because at the end of the day I want to make sure 

what impression you have of me is positive so you can say, "Hey, I 

can do that." You know what I'm saying? 

 

 Now do I do my due deals? Absolutely. But I do it behind closed 

doors. You know what I'm saying? So yeah, I think it's very 

important. Yeah. 

 

CR: So now you're in that mentorship role? 

 

ESL: Huh? 

 

CR: Now you're in more of that mentorship role? 

 

ESL: Oh, absolutely.  

 

CR: In ballroom. 

 

ESL: Absolutely. Yeah, 'cause I do like – I'm an icon in the ballroom 

scene, so I do stuff with the health department, I do some with 

different houses, I mentor different groups, facilitate different 

meetings, stuff like that. Yeah, absolutely. Yeah. 

 

CR: And so another like last question we have, is there anyone that you 

would recommend that we would get to talk to and hear their life 

story as well? 

 

ESL: Oh, there's a lot of people.  

 

CR: Yeah? 

 

ESL: Absolutely. Lyle would be good. He is a pageant queen, but – I'm 

going to go over people like around my age, 'cause I think people 

my age would like be better grasp for that. I would say Lyle 

Revlon would be good. Sebastian Escada would be good too. 

Younger set, I would do Marco. He's part of the Peabody thing, 

Marco would be good. You know, I think it's really important to 

get a younger group, too. So I would suggest somebody who's not 

really developed yet, if that makes sense. Because it's good to see 

where their point of view is compared to me or Sebastian or Lyle. 

So I would say somebody like Boom – his name is James Reynolds 

on Facebook. I would say like a Cash – Cash West. And did I say 

Marco? I said Marco already, yeah. 

 

DB: Yeah. 
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ESL: 'Cause I think it's good. I would do a younger, mid, and then the 

older, 'cause it would be good to see and get their perspective. 

 

DB: Yeah. That's really helpful.  

 

CR: Yeah. And would you be able to pass along their contact 

information? After this? 

 

ESL: Absolutely.  

 

CR: Awesome. Thank you so much.  

 

ESL: Absolutely. 

 

DB: So last question and arguably really important, I think. So what do 

you think would be the best use for this recording, this oral 

history? Like in an ideal world, if you could choose how would 

you present this to people? Like who would you want to listen to 

it? 

 

ESL: Good question. Everybody. I think everybody can learn something 

from everybody's story. And I kind of think because everybody has 

their different life experiences, so be that you're straight, gay, 

Black, White, Hispanic, whatever, I think people can learn from 

that, because people can pick little pieces of peoples' story and say, 

"I can relate to that."  

 

 So as far as everybody listening to my story, I would say 

everybody. You know what I'm saying? 'Cause I want to hear 

everybody else's story, too. Because it's like, "Oh, I can relate to 

that. Oh, I can see what you're going through." Like, "Oh, that's 

why you're the person you are now." 'Cause I think that's 

important. People are who they are now because of the stories they 

have. That's what I'm saying. 

 

CR: In terms of like presenting this, or like the collection of stories that 

we get to the community, where – who do you think we should 

reach out to? Should we have like some sort of big event and invite 

all the storytellers to come? 

 

DB: I guess to give more of a picture too, we're in a class, so there's 

other students who are conducting these oral history interviews, 

and we're trying to think of a collective way to work together and 

like present it to a community. 
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ESL: You know, one of my favorite things on Facebook is – what is this, 

storytime – I've got to get the name of it. It's my favorite, but yet I 

don't know the name of it. It's a history of people who I guess who 

passed away and their stories. I don't know if you guys had any – 

sometimes they do illustrations or cartoons about like what they 

did, what they go through, or what happened. Like one of the 

stories I remember is about this guy that was young and his 

grandfather owned his apartment building. And his whole family 

lived in this apartment building, but they condemned the building. 

And long story short. So it's kind of like that. I kind of think you 

can do it that way. 

 

 I think you can do like a collage of different stories for those who 

want their stories to be heard. Because another thing, like a lot of 

people – like this is therapeutic for a way. So a lot of people – 

'cause like me – I started talking and I was like, "I'm not going to 

talk about this" and I end up talking like this. You know, I kind of 

think that with peoples' permission, like some people probably 

don't want their stories heard, but those who do, I would do a 

collage of stuff like that. You know, you could do like categories, 

subcategories, 'cause I'm sure that people will want to hear it. Does 

that make sense? 'Cause I didn't think I was going to talk about me 

stealing for my brothers, but I did. 

 

 [Laughter] 

 

ESL: I did talk about that, but hey.. 

 

CR: Yeah, I think the statute of limitations on that is gone.  

 

DB: Yeah, it's gone. 

 

ESL: No. Right, I think it's gone for that. But yeah. But yeah, I would 

think that – I don't know. I don't think any of us would have an 

issue with it, because we're sitting here doing it. You know what 

I'm saying? Unless people are sitting here and they start talking – 

'cause like you said, this is therapeutic, 'cause you're just talking 

and you blah blah blah and be like, "Oh wait a minute, I didn't 

mean to say that." You know what I'm saying? But then that's 

where you'll probably run into an issue.  

 

DB: Gotcha. All right. Well, we're going to stop recording, I think. 

 

CR: Yeah. Thank you so much. 

 

[End of Audio] 


